
 
Planning Department 
Civic Offices,  
Guildhall Square,  
Portsmouth,  
PO1 2AU 
 
SENT VIA PLANNING PORTAL (REF: PP-09037688) 26611/A3/DM/BS 

 
03rd September 2020 

 
Dear Sir/ Madam, 
 
RAVELIN HOUSE, UNIVERSITY OF PORTSMOUTH, MUSEUM RD, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 
PO1 2QQ 
INSTALLATION OF 2NO. FLUE TERMINALS TO SOUTH ELEVATION  
 
We act on behalf of The University of Portsmouth (“the Applicant”) in relation to the above Site and 
have been instructed to submit a Planning application for the installation 2no. flue terminals to the 
southern elevation of the existing building at the above address.  
 
Accordingly, we submit the following materials in support of the application: 
 

• Completed Application Forms; 
• Drawings prepared by Saunders Architects: 

 5552-001-D1; 
 5552-102-D1; and 
 5552-103-D1. 

 
The fee of £462.00 has been paid via the Planning Portal – (Ref: PP-09037688).  
  
Site Context 
The Site is located within Ravelin Park, between Landport Terrace and Museum Road. The site sits 
directly adjacent to, but outside of, ‘The Terraces’ Conservation Area, which is directly to the east 
of the site, with ‘Old Portsmouth’ conservation area laying slightly further to the south. The host 
building, whilst not nationally Listed, is designated as a locally listed building of historic interest. 
The building comprises a primarily two storey, red brick structure, with a tiled roof, tall chimneys 
and Dutch gables. Originally built as a military building, Ravelin House is now occupied by the 
University of Portsmouth. 
 
The surrounding area is characterised largely by other University facilities with some residential 
and some commercial elements within the surrounding area, commensurate to its location within 
the heart of Portsmouth.  

 
Planning History 
 
Whilst a number of applications have been made with regard to Ravelin House, there is little 
relevant planning history with regard to the installation of plant at the site, although it is noted 
that elements of long-established plant equipment are present.  
 
 
Application proposals 



 

. 
 

 

 
The application simply seeks to remove two of the existing flue fixtures within the building’s 
southern elevation and to replace these with two smaller, modern flue terminals. The flue terminals 
will form the only new external plant elements. The proposed terminals themselves will be 
accommodated at first floor level within the same locations as the plant equipment which they are 
intended to replace.  
 
The terminals are essential plant components which are needed to meet the contemporary 
standards for the continued use of the facilities at Ravelin House by the University of Portsmouth. 
The new flue terminals will also require the installation of associated ducting, but this is to be 
installed internally within the building and therefore does not require planning permission.  

 
Planning Policy Context  
 
The Development Plan for Portsmouth is currently provided by The Portsmouth Plan (January 2012), 
Two Area Action Plans for Somerstown and North Southsea (2012) and Southsea Town Centre 
(2007). This framework is supplemented by a number of saved policies from the Portsmouth City 
Local Plan (2006). 

 
A new Local Plan is also under preparation. Issues and Options consultation was undertaken in 
2017, with further consultation taking place in March 2019. However, the Plan is still at an early 
phase, with Regulation 19 publication not expected until 2021, and cannot therefore be afforded 
any significant weight in the decision-making process. 
 
Planning Policy Considerations 
 
The proposed external plant is situated on the southern elevation of Ravelin House. The two new 
flue terminals comprise the only externally visible elements of the proposals. Although their 
planning history is unclear, there are a number of existing flue terminals already established on 
this elevation and these have been in place for some time, without issue. The proposed new flue 
terminals are to directly replace two of these existing fittings, in order to bring the system in line 
with modern standards. As such, the replacement fittings will be located in the same positions as 
the existing, established fixtures and it is therefore considered that the principle of plant equipment 
in this location has been established. The primary consideration should therefore be the visual 
impact of the new fixtures. 

 
Despite the established principle of plant within this location, it is acknowledged that due 
consideration must be given to the character and setting of the historical context of Ravelin House, 
namely its status as a locally listed building; the adjacent ‘The Terraces’ Conservation Area, in 
accordance with Policy PCS23 (design and conservation); and the setting of Ravelin Park, in line 
with saved policy ST2 (Ravelin Park). 
 
Due to advancements in technology, the proposed new fixtures are of a significantly reduced bulk 
and scale to those presently in place. As such, the replacement fittings are considered to be less 
visually intrusive and will constitute an overall improvement in the level of visual amenity to those 
as existing. Given the established principle of plant in this location, as well as the reduction in scale 
and overall visual prominence from that which is already in place, it is therefore considered that 
the visual impact of the fixtures is reduced and should be considered acceptable.  
 
Furthermore, the plant fixtures are located on the southern elevation of the host building, and as 
such, is orientated away from the adjacent conservation area and is well shielded by the existing 
treeline, further reducing its visual impact. The proposed installation is therefore considered 

https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/ext/development-and-planning/planning/the-portsmouth-plan-adopted-2012.aspx
https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/ext/development-and-planning/planning/area-action-plans.aspx
https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/ext/development-and-planning/planning/portsmouth-city-local-plan-adopted-2006.aspx
https://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/ext/development-and-planning/planning/portsmouth-city-local-plan-adopted-2006.aspx


 

. 
 

 

entirely appropriate in scale and amount and will result in an overall improvement to the visual 
amenity of the host building and to the adjacent Conservation Area and park setting. 

 
With regard to noise and amenity, it is not anticipated that any material increase in levels of noise 
or vibration will be incurred as a result of the proposals, as the flues are for extract purposes only. 
The host building is located away from any noise sensitive receptors, with any sensitive 
neighbouring buildings at a sufficient distance to ensure that no negative impact would be incurred.  
 
It is not therefore considered that the minor proposals will unacceptably harm the overall level of 
amenity and visual quality. The proposals would indeed result in an overall improvement in this 
regard. The application proposals should be therefore be considered an acceptable alteration to 
facilitate the operational requirements for the building’s continued use by the University of 
Portsmouth. The proposed installation is therefore considered entirely appropriate in scale and 
amount and will result in negligible visual impact to the overall quality of the host building and 
adjacent Conservation Area. 
 
We trust you have the necessary information to consider this Application.  If, in the meantime, you 
have any queries or should require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact Ben 
Shaw or Dan Melling at this office. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
 
BARTON WILLMORE 
 
Enc. 

 


