
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ecological Assessment 
 
 

Proposed New Build House 

Plot Adjacent to Edington Mains Bungalow 

Edington Hill 

Duns 

Berwickshire TD11 3LE 

December 2020  

 
  



 

  
http://www.glmecology.com 

 

  

 

Executive Summary 

 

Dr. G Mortimer MCIEEM of GLM Ecology has been commissioned by CD 

Architects Ltd to undertake an Ecological Assessment as required by Council. The 

assessment is to support and inform a planning application for a proposal for a new 

build house on a small plot of land adjacent to Edington Mains Bungalow, Edington 

Hill, Duns TD11 3LE. 

The survey followed standard methodology as published by the Chartered Institute of 

Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM), 2018. The survey aimed to assess 

the ecological value of the site and record any protected habitats and species. 

 

The purpose of the assessment was to document the baseline ecological conditions of 

the site. The potential of the site for protected species of conservation interest that 

would require further survey on the basis they might comprise an ecological 

constraint to the proposed development was undertaken using standard methodology. 

The site walkover revealed the presence of a very poor variety of habitats present 

within the survey area. The proposed site for housing is a small grass field with very 

little groundcover present. Around the boundary of the site limited hedgerows and a 

small number of mature deciduous trees are present. There are no buildings or 

standing or running water within the construction footprint.  

The survey area has no potential to support any protected species or habitats and 

species of conservation concern within the construction footprint. All work is 

predominantly forecast on the grassy area of the site. 

It is considered that no further surveys are likely to be required on any protected 

species. Mitigation and biodiversity enhancement to erect six bat boxes is 

recommended. 
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Figures 1 & 2. Site Maps 
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INTRODUCTION 

1.1   Introduction 

GLM Ecology was commissioned in November 2020 by CD Architects Ltd to carry 

out site visits to highlight potential ecological constraints and an assessment of the 

potential for impacts on protected species and habitats for a planning application for a 

detached house at land near Edington Hill, Duns TD11 3LE.  

 

1.2 The assessment aims were as follows: 

• To assess the potential ecological constraints to any development of this site; 

• To assess the ecological value of such a site; 

• To recommend further survey work if required. 

  

1.3 This report has been undertaken in accordance with the ‘Guidelines for 

Ecological Impact Assessment in the UK’ (Chartered Institute of Ecology and 

Environmental Management (CIEEM), 2018).  

 

1.4 This report identifies approaches likely to be required, subject to formal 

consultation with Nature Scot, Local Planning Authorities and other relevant parties. 

 

1.5 Legislative context 

A number of sites, habitats and species are protected under European and UK 

legislation, and may present constraints to site development. 

Principal legislation and guidance which will be considered is: 

• Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of 

Wild Fauna and Flora (the Habitats Directive) 1992; 

• Conservation (Natural Habitat &c.) Regulations 1994 (as amended); 

• The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); 

• The Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004;  

• Protection of Badgers Act 1992;  

• Scottish Planning Policy1  

• UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) 

• The Scottish Biodiversity List 

• Scottish Borders Local Biodiversity Action Plan, 
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1.6 Species that are protected include bats, badgers, otters, water voles, red 

squirrels and great crested newts. Protected sites and habitats include Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special Protection Areas (SPA) and Special Areas of 

Conservation (SAC). The legislative issues for some of the species that might be 

affected at Edington Hill are discussed below. 

1.7 Badgers 

Both badgers and their setts are protected by law. The Protection of Badgers Act 1992 

(Scottish Version) brings together all of the previous legislation specific to badgers 

(except their inclusion on Schedule 6 of the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act as 

amended Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004). As a result it is an offence to: 

• Willfully kill, injure, possess or cruelly ill-treat a badger, or attempt to do so;  

• To intentionally or recklessly interfere with a sett; 

• To disturb a badger when it is occupying a sett; 

• Damage or destroy a sett; 

• To obstruct access to, or any entrance of a badger sett. 

A badger sett is defined in the legislation as ‘any structure or place, which displays 

signs indicating current use by a badger’. 'Current use' does not simply mean 'current 

occupation' and for licensing purposes it is defined as 'any sett within an occupied 

badger territory regardless of when it may have last been used'. A sett therefore, in an 

occupied territory, is classified as in current use even if it is only used seasonally or 

occasionally by badgers, and is afforded the same protection in law. 

1.8 Bat Legislation 

Bats of all species in Britain and their roosts are protected under the Conservation 

(Natural Habitats, &c) Amendment (Scotland) Regulations 2007. Following recent 

changes to legislation in Scotland under this law it is illegal intentionally or recklessly 

to kill or injure a bat, to disturb a roosting bat or to damage, destroy or obstruct access 

to any bat roost. This applies to both summer and winter roosts, which may be in 

different structures. Any action, which is likely to disturb or damage a bat roost, 

requires a license from the Scottish Executive. 
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METHODOLOGY 

1.9 Data Study 

A data search was done to identify any designated ecological sites within 10km radius 

of the site.  

 

1.10 Field Survey 

A field survey was carried out in December 2020 in good weather conditions. 

RESULTS 

1.11 Ecological Sites within 10km of Site  

Ecological feature Zone of impact 

from site 

boundary 

Sites 

Internationally 

designated sites 

(SPA, Ramsar) 

Within 10km River Tweed SAC – designated for river, 

sea & brook lampreys, otter & Atlantic 

salmon and important floating plant 

communities. 

Nationally 

designated sites 

(SSSI, NNR) 

Within 5km River Tweed SSSI – designated for 

freshwater habitats, vascular plants, 

beetle & fly assemblage, otter, lampreys 

and salmon  

Locally designated 

sites (LNR, WS) 

Within 1km None 

 

 

SITE DESCRIPTION 

1.12 The very small site sits adjacent to the A1095 southeast of Chirnside next to 

Edington Mains Bungalow. The remains of Edington Castle lie directly west of the 

site. It is simply a grass field with limited hedgerows and mature deciduous trees 

around the boundary of the site. One of these trees is to be removed for site access 

(Figure 1). Deciduous woodland is present around Edington Castle but not within the 

site or the construction footprint. No buildings or water occur on the site (Figures 3-

7). 
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Figures 3 & 4. Predominant habitat of grass with woodland outwith the 

site. 
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Figure 5. Southern boundary of site looking at Edington Mains 

Bungalows.  

 
Figure 6. Remains of Edington Castle. 
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Figure 7. Tree to be removed. 

 

PROTECTED SPECIES 

1.13 Birds 

Generally, ornithological surveys on and around the site are required to assess 

potential impacts of birds throughout the year, which could arise due to: 

• Potential loss, fragmentation and degradation of bird habitats arising from the 

construction of housing and infrastructure; 

 

Discussion 

1.14 Given the very small size of the site, its homogenous habitat of grass and lack 

of suitable breeding habitat, it is considered that the proposed construction of a 

detached house would have a negligible significance of impact on any breeding 

species likely to be present. 

1.15 Species present in the general area would include common passerines that are 

recorded locally as common residents or summer visitors whose populations are not 

threatened and are in favourable conservation status in Scotland. None would be 

specially protected. 
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1.16 Mitigation 

No mitigation needed. 

 

1.17 Protected Mammals 

No suitable habitat exists on site for badger, water vole, great crested newt and otter 

or any other protected species within the construction footprint. 

 

1.18 Results 

No signs of any badger, water vole, otter or any other protected species were 

recorded.  

 

1.19 A single deciduous tree is to be removed for site access (Figures 1 & 7). This 

tree was subject to a Preliminary Roost Assessment following Bat Conservation Trust 

Guidance. This assessment places trees into specific categories  (negligible, low, 

moderate, high) that identify the bat roost potential of individual trees. The tree was 

inspected from ground level and low level using ladders, 10 x 40 binoculars and an 

endoscope where appropriate and possible.  It was considered that the tree had 

negligible bat roost potential. 

 

1.20 Mitigation 

None needed. 

 

1.21 Protected Habitats 

The only habitat within the construction footprint is grass. No trees (apart from Figure 

7) or hedgerows are to be removed for construction. No protected habitats are present 

on site. 

 

1.22 Mitigation 

None needed for protected flora.  
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1.23 Designated Sites 

The nearby River Tweed SAC & SSSI is designated for Atlantic salmon, otter, 

invertebrate assemblage and three species of lamprey. The site or its construction 

would not be utilised at all by any designated species.  

 

1.24 Mitigation 

None needed. 

 

1.25 Scottish Borders Local Biodiversity Plan. 

The excellent and comprehensive plan highlights habitats and species that need to be 

managed, conserved and protected. Given the small size of the site and its 

homogenous habitat of grass none of the species or habitats in the plan would be 

present. Probably the only exception would be bats foraging in nearby woodlands and 

edges.  

 

1.26 Mitigation 

That six bat boxes are erected on mature trees on the boundary of the site if possible 

to increase biodiversity gain. 

 

DISCUSSION 

1.27 The purpose of this survey was to gain an understanding of the potential 

ecological issues that may arise during any development at the site. The survey 

comprised a walkover of the site to evaluate the likely presence of protected species 

and or habitats. Specific searching was carried out for these protected species and an 

evaluation of the potential habitat. 

1.28 The actual construction area where housing is proposed is a very small area of 

grass. 

1.29 The site was surveyed for signs of protected mammals and bats following 

recognised methodology. No signs were recorded of any protected species and none 

are expected to be present. 
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1.30 No nationally or internationally protected habitats were identified in the 

assessment 

1.31 The development would have no impact on designated species for any 

protected sites (SAC, SSSI etc.) with the zones of impact as specified by SNH. 

 

1.32 Following recommendations from the Scottish Borders Local Biodiversity 

Plan wildlife enhancement by erecting bat boxes is proposed. 

 

CONCLUSION 

1.33 The site at Edington Hill is considered extremely poor from an ecology 

viewpoint and that no protected species or habitats are present on site.  

 

1.34 In my professional opinion the proposed development would have no adverse 

impact on any protected species or habitats and that no further survey work is 

required.  
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DISCLAIMER 

 This report has been prepared by Dr Garry Mortimer of GLM 

Ecology, with all reasonable skill and care within the terms of the 

agreement with the client.  Dr Mortimer disclaims any responsibility 

to any parties in respect of matters outside this scope. 

 

Best efforts were made to meet the objectives of this study through 

desktop study and field survey. 

 

Information supplied by the client or any other parties and used in this report 

is assumed to be correct and GLM Ecology accepts no responsibility for 

inaccuracies in the data supplied. 

 

It should be noted, that whilst every endeavour is made to meet the client’s 

brief, no site investigation can guarantee absolute assessment or prediction of 

the natural environment. Numerous species are extremely mobile or only 

evident at certain times of year and habitats are subject to seasonal and 

temporal change. 

 

GLM Ecology accepts no responsibility to third parties who 

duplicate, use, or disclose this report in whole or in part.  Such 

third parties rely upon this report at their own risk. 

 

Document Prepared By 

Dr Garry Mortimer 

GLM Ecology 
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