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Local Community Consultation Feedback 

New Centre for the Teaching and Learning of Agronomy                                

(including a café/restaurant, exhibition spaces, market area, and cookery school),                                       

20 no. Accommodation Units and Owner’s House at 

Gillyflower Farm (formerly Lostwithiel golf course),  

Cott Road, Lostwithiel, Cornwall, PL22 0HQ. 

30th December 2020 
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1. Introduction 

Sir Tim Smit prepared a presentation video that went live on the Lostwithiel town 

website, as well as on various Lostwithiel centric Facebook pages on the 16th 

December 2020.   

Within the presentation video, Sir Tim requested that any comments or questions 

were emailed to him, and it is the relevant elements of these direct responses which 

are referenced within this feedback assessment.   

In addition to the original video post, since going live, the video has been shared 

numerous times on social media as well as being featured on the CornwallLive 

website and their social media feeds, and it has also had an article published within 

the Cornish Guardian. 

Due to the nature of individuals privacy settings in respect to commenting/

messaging on social media posts and websites, comments left in this way have not 

been referenced within this document and we would encourage anyone who has 

left a message/comment on a social media post/website email Sir Tim Smit directly 

- tsmit@edenproject.com. 

https://www.lostwithiel.org.uk/news/items/plans-for-old-golf-course-released-by-tim-smit
https://www.lostwithiel.org.uk/news/items/plans-for-old-golf-course-released-by-tim-smit
https://www.cornwalllive.com/news/cornwall-news/eden-project-co-founder-tim-4819799
https://www.cornwalllive.com/news/cornwall-news/eden-project-co-founder-tim-4819799
mailto:tsmit@edenproject.com
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2. Positive/Supportive Comments Received  

Continued: 

no. Date Received Issues Raised   Roderick James Architects response(s) - if required 

2.01 16/12/2020 It was with enormous pleasure and excitement that I watched your plans revealed in the 

video.  The forward thinking, the determination to pursue a blueprint that can inspire oth-

ers to join in developing community and our environment in such a sympathetic way is 

bringing a big smile to my face. 

    

2.02 16/12/2020 I hope and expect that you will receive wide support for the Gillyflower Farm Project and, in 

doing so, will bring to Lostwithiel something we can all be proud of.     

2.03 16/12/2020 The concept is fabulous, we hope it all works out.     

2.04 16/12/2020 Lostwithiel has long been in the vanguard of environmental projects as you know and this 

must eventually be the icing on the Fowey Valley cake.     

2.05 16/12/2020 We hope beyond hope that Lostwithiel will embrace the important ethos of the project as 

well as the practical aspects.     

2.06 16/12/2020 As a business owner in Lostwithiel just thought I'd write to congratulate you on the plans 

for Gillyflower, the plans look magnificent and to have something so exciting associated 

with the Town can only be beneficial for us all.  
    

2.07 16/12/2020 The town is a real hidden Gem and I feel this will bring no end of other opportunities to it 

for everyone. 
    

2.08 16/12/2020 It goes without saying we fully support the project     

2.09 16/12/2020 I have just finished watching your video with excitement and interest both as a new resi-

dent to the town of Lostwithiel but also with the hope of being part of it in some possible 

way. 
    

2.10 16/12/2020 I have just watched your video about Gillyflower Farm and I am left feeling really excited 

and proud to live in Lostwithiel. I’ve always lived here and love our town and I think your 

idea is exactly what this town needs. 
    

2.11 16/12/2020 I think that Gillyflower Farm will bring amazing opportunities for Educational visits, just as 

the Eden Project and the Gardens of Heligan does.      

2.12 16/12/2020 I’ve just watched your video - the plans look amazing!!!!     
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2. Positive/Supportive Comments Received (continued.) 

Continued: 

no. Date Received Issues Raised   Roderick James Architects response(s) - if required 

2.13 16/12/2020 I just wanted to touch base and show my support to your vision.      

2.14 16/12/2020 I just wanted to make contact and tell you how much I enjoyed your video about the Gilly-

flower Farm proposal.  I have followed your projects for many years and this future adven-

ture looks thrilling and full of opportunities. 
    

2.15 16/12/2020 I enjoyed your informative video posted on Facebook with regards to plans for Gillyflower 

Farm and Lostwithiel Golf Course.  It looks an exciting project and I offer my support.      

2.16 16/12/2020 As a resident of Cott Road I am only too aware of the traffic issues and welcome your sup-

port for extending the speed limit and a possible foot/cycle path.     

2.17 16/12/2020 It all looks and sounds very forward thinking, environmentally friendly with conservation of 

species central to the plans.      

2.18 16/12/2020 The project will certainly put Lostwithiel on the map, and help the local economy.      

2.19 16/12/2020 We love living in Lostwithiel and while there's a wish for everything to "stay the same" as 

when we arrived 10 years ago, we appreciate that the landscape cannot escape progress, 

and this would be a much better option than high density housing. 
    

2.20 17/12/2020 Im genuinely excited for you all and really interested in the project, id love to see any fur-

ther developments and information in the future.     

2.21 17/12/2020 The produce your introducing to the land sounds incredible and extremely interesting. The 

development as a whole sounds like something to behold.     

2.22 17/12/2020 I am really excited by the project and wish to offer my complete support; what a fantastic 

opportunity for our town.     

2.23 17/12/2020 I live in Lostwithiel [and] I have been watching the diggers and was really relieved when I 

saw your stated intentions on Facebook.  What an interesting and exciting project.     

2.24 17/12/2020 I'm a Lostwithiel resident and welcome the plans as a positive development.      

2.25 17/12/2020 The concepts and plans are ambitious as well as imaginative.  I very much hope it becomes 

a reality.     
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2. Positive/Supportive Comments Received (continued.) 

Continued: 

no. Date Received Issues Raised   Roderick James Architects response(s) - if required 

2.26 17/12/2020 I am delighted you are planning to reinstate the very best golf holes of the original course 

and look forward to one day playing them again.     

2.27 17/12/2020 It’s hard to express in an e-mail how impressed I am with both your long and short term 

visions for the Gillyflower Farm Project.  Just Brilliant!  If only we had more people with 

your vision for nature. 
    

2.28 17/12/2020 I want to wish you the very best for your endeavour and say that you have my vote and 

support if it is ever of value.     

2.29 18/12/2020 Just seen your recording about gillyflower farm what a fab idea … I live in Lostwithiel so am 

very passionate about the town I live in.     

2.30 18/12/2020 I just watched your film about the project and I must say it sounds very exciting indeed and 

I fully support all of your plans. 
    

2.31 19/12/2020 Your video and project is very impressive and the concept is great news for the UK.     

2.32 19/12/2020 It sounds most interesting.     

2.33 19/12/2020 May I say how much I enjoyed your presentation...I am excited about all the possibilities.     

2.34 20/12/2020 We wanted to say that we think the project is very exciting and a great thing to happen for 

Lostwithiel.  We look forward to hearing more on the progress of the project in the new 

year. 

    

2.35 27/12/2020 I was born in Cornwall, leaving for University in 1964 and now planning to return to live in 

Penzance.  So, all new developments in Cornwall are of interest and this project looks par-

ticularly exciting. 
    

2.36 27/12/2020 I watched your video this morning and generally I must say I am very excited by your plans 

and dreams.  I do overlook part of the grounds from our house and this sounds like a won-

derful idea. 
    

2.37 27/12/2020 Good luck with this wonderful project.     

2.38 28/12/2020 I have just watched your video and felt compelled to contact you to say how incredi-

bly excited I am to hear about your plans for Gillyflower Farm at Lostwithiel.     

2.39 28/12/2020 After the year we've had, this amazing project heralds optimism for the future.       
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2. Positive/Supportive Comments Received (continued.) 

no. Date Received Issues Raised   Roderick James Architects response(s) - if required 

2.40 29/12/2020 I was surprised and delighted by your plans.     

2.41 29/12/2020 I listened with great interest at the video you have recently posted on the Lostwithiel web 

site and think that the project is of great interest and will attract both business and tourists 

to the town. 
    

Total number of positive or supportive comments received by 30/12/2020 = 41 
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3. Concerns/Negative Comments Received 

no. Date Received Issues Raised   Roderick James Architects response(s) - if required 

3.01 17/12/2020 I have one serious concern however and this is that there is already a trend of increasing 

numbers of second and holiday homes in Lostwithiel. The most severe impact on the sus-

tainability of our town is the loss of permanent residents. The more successful Gillyflower is, 

the more it will drive the property market in Lostwithiel away from year-round residential 

occupation. The community and businesses which are the most precious asset we have 

would be threatened by this trend, as they already are to some extent. 

  

As a Lostwithiel resident, Sir Tim's vision is for the Gilly-

flower Farm project is certainly not for it to adversely af-

fect local residents, increase second home numbers, or 

negatively impact on the community.  On the contrary, it is 

anticipated that significant local jobs will be created and 

any additional visitors will add to the town's economy. 

3.02 16/12/2020 It would be best if a new entrance could be created that removes the necessity of traffic 

using Cott Road at all as the present traffic, particularly to Duchy Nursery, can be very busy.   As a Lostwithiel resident, Sir Tim is only too aware of the 

issues surrounding the generation of additional traffic 

around the Cott Road area.  To this end, Transport special-

ists have been employed to liaise and agree with Cornwall 

Council Highways department a transport strategy and 

any improvements required to the highway network to 

enable this project to be successful.  The full transport 

documents are submitted with the application. 

3.03 27/12/2020 One concern I would have is the amount of traffic this would generate on Cott Rd on the 

way up towards the Duchy Nursery as it is already bad enough. Without some sort of road 

improvement, I can see it becoming impassable often particularly with visitors to the nar-

row lanes. This will quickly annoy your local community. So for such a large project I think 

road access needs careful planning or somehow making parking for the farm at a more 

accessible area nearer the main A390, and then for a safe walking area up with maybe 

some internal transport between parking and the site itself? 

  

Total number of concerns or negative comments received by 30/12/2020 = 3 
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4. Constructive Comments Received & Questions Asked 

Total number of constructive comments received or questions asked by 30/12/2020 = 7 

no. Date Received Issues Raised   Roderick James Architects response(s) - if required 

4.01 16/12/2020 This is a thrilling project and if it is not already in the plans, it may be worth considering 

opening your cookery school to all ages, helping to ignite a passion in future generations.   
It is intended that the cookery school will be available for 

all ages. 

4.02 16/12/2020 I wondered if you had a mental health branch of the project, or had considered incorporat-

ing any projects looking at the benefits of what you are doing on mental health? 
  

A future aspiration for Gillyflower Farm is to be able to 

address mental health and the benefits of nature on hu-

man well-being.  This is already something that occurs at 

The Lost Gardens of Heligan. 

4.03 16/12/2020 How are you intending to access the golf course and lake itself?  

  

The existing footbridge over Cott Road is to be refur-

bished to be the main access route from the application 

site to the golf course. 

4.04 16/12/2020 It would be best if a new entrance could be created that removes the necessity of traffic 

using Cott Road at all as the present traffic, particularly to Duchy Nursery, can be very busy. 

  

The scheme reuses an existing access point from Cott 

Road and Transport specialists have been employed to 

liaise and agree with Cornwall Council Highways depart-

ment a transport strategy and any improvements required 

to the highway network to enable this project to be suc-

cessful.  The full transport documents are submitted with 

the application. 

4.05 17/12/2020 ... how can we connect at Primary education level?  ... one of the core passions [at Lostwith-

iel Primary School] is outdoor learning, horticulture and sustainable planting of fruit, vege-

tables and plants for promoting healthier futures through outdoor living.  We have a fan-

tastic forest school ... it would be wonderful down the line if our children could engage 

with the farm, it could be transformative for their future outcomes. 

  

A key aspiration for Sir Tim is that Gillyflower Farm is at 

the heart of the community, with future generations being 

able to learn from and benefit from the project.  This is 

something to be discussed further, once planning approv-

al has been received. 

4.06 19/12/2020 I had wondered if it would be possible to arrange a cycle trail up to Lanhydrock to link with 

the Camel Trail and other cycle routes.   
This is something that the project is keen to pursue but it 

is outside of the remit of the current application. 

4.07 27/12/2020 Much of my career was spent in the management of vocational education so my immedi-

ate thoughts relate to your plans to provide training .... and partner with an FE college. 
  

The training and further education provision provided at 

The Eden Project and The Lost Gardens of Heligan is al-

ready allied to Cornwall College and The University of 

Plymouth and Gillyflower training will follow this blueprint. 


