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Dear Emily, 
 
Ref:  Hall View, The Saltway, Feckenham, Redditch, Worcestershire B96 6JT 

 
Proposal: Demolition of stables and barn and replaced with construction of 2 holiday 
accommodation units together with conversion of existing garage and adjoined shower room 
into holiday accommodation unit. All units with associated car parking. 

 
The above application has been checked against Worcestershire's Historic Environment Record 
and is considered to have potential to impact buried heritage assets of archaeological interest. 
The proposed development area is only c.28m north of an alignment of Roman Road, known as 
the Lower Saltway, between Droitwich and Alcester (WSM30583).  
 
The Historic Environment Record WSM30583 notes the following; 
 
From New End the alignment continues for 1.5 miles to Shurnock.  At Shurnock Court the 
modern road diverts but the old alignment is possibly marked by hedges and soon a new re-
alignment is made through Feckenham.   

 
 

 



Consequently, the application site is judged to potentially impact buried, undesignated, 
heritage assets of archaeological interest that could be altered by the development. On this 
basis, should you be minded to grant planning permission for this scheme it is recommended 
that a programme of archaeological works should be secured and implemented by means of a 
suitably worded condition attached to any grant of planning permission.  This should comprise a 
Watching Brief on any groundworks associated with the demolition of the stables and barn and 
replacement with two holiday accommodation units. 

 
The County and the District has a responsibility to protect, either by preservation or record, 
cultural remains within its jurisdiction, and this is emphasised by the National Planning Policy 
Framework section 16, paragraph 199: 

 
"…Local planning authorities should require developers to record and advance understanding of 
the significance of any heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) in a manner proportionate to 
their importance and the impact, and to make this evidence (and any archive generated) publicly 
accessible. However, the ability to record evidence of our past should not be a factor in deciding 
whether such loss should be permitted." 

 
In order to comply with policy, we recommend that the following two conditions should be 
attached to any consent: 

 
1) No development shall take place until a programme of archaeological work including a 
Written Scheme of Investigation(s), has been submitted to and approved by the local planning 
authority in writing.  The scheme shall include an assessment of significance and research 
questions; and: 
 
a) The programme and methodology of site investigation and recording. 
b) The programme for post investigation assessment. 
c) Provision to be made for analysis of the site investigation and recording. 
d) Provision to be made for publication and dissemination of the analysis and records of the   
           site investigation 
e) Provision to be made for archive deposition of the analysis and records of the site   
           investigation 
f) Nomination of a competent person or persons/organisation to undertake the  works set  
           out within the Written Scheme of Investigation. 
  
2) The development shall not be occupied until the site investigation and post investigation 
assessment has been completed in accordance with the programme set out in the Written 
Scheme(s) of Investigation approved under condition (1) and the provision made for analysis, 
publication and dissemination of results and archive deposition has been secured. 

 
Reason: In accordance with the requirements of paragraph 199 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 
 



Please Note: A fee will be charged to the applicant for the provision of a Brief (an outline scope 
of works) for the archaeological work required and for the checking of any responding Written 
Scheme of Investigation (contractors detailed method statement) and archaeological reports 
required to facilitate discharge of the recommended conditions. 
 
Should planning consent be given, then the applicant or their successor in title must contact the 
officer below to arrange provision of the brief prior to the commencement of works. It will be 
the applicant’s (or their successor in title) responsibility to contract an appropriate 
archaeological organisation to undertake the programme of works as detailed in the brief. The 
Planning Advisory Section of the Worcestershire Archive and Archaeology Service will offer 
advice on all stages of the proceedings. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding the above please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Emily Hathaway 


