DESIGN, HERITAGE AND ACCESS STATEMENT

Greenfields Primary School
Ellesborough Close,
WD19 6QH
Proposed New Detached Building for Nurture Group
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    2. Reason for Needing the Accommodation
The function of the proposed detached building is for the school’s Nurture Group. This is where children with learning disabilities or social / emotional needs are taught by specialist staff when these children cannot cope in the normal classrooms. The number of children in the group at any one time is typically 3 or 4. The school is seeing increasing numbers of children requiring this specialised provision because of being on the autistic spectrum or having emotional problems on account of difficult home lives.
There is insufficient space within the main school building to provide the quiet and stable space of learning that these children require, hence the need for a detached facility. As a listed building it is not possible to make significant alterations in terms of adding space, but for the intended purposes described above, a detached building is preferable anyway.
The proposed building does not arise on account of an increase in pupil numbers at the school, nor for an expansion of staff, but only to improve the quality of provision for those children with challenging special needs. The project does not involve an intensification of an existing use, or an increase in the demand for car parking or vehicle movements.
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3. Heritage
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The proposed new detached building will have the following characteristics:
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4. Design
[bookmark: _GoBack]The proposed detached building is a proprietary prefabricated timber clad “garden room” from SMART of floor area 6.9m x 4.3m and positioned on steel screw foundation piles. It will be fully insulated and equipped with climate control and double glazed doors and windows. Additional details to make it suitable for its intended purpose have also been included in the design, such as window blinds and dimmable lighting. Only electrical services will be required because there are toilets available in the adjacent buildings. It will all be on one level, have its own access pathway and access ramp, and have no impact on the existing school building. The proposal is for this to be erected over a few days in summer 2021 holidays when the site is essentially unused. 
David Ray
Chair of Governors
07.01.2021
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1. Existing Context

Greenfields Primary School is a one-form-entry County primary school, located in South
Oxhey to the south of Watford. The school serves the local residential estate which
surrounds the school and beyond to the north and east.

The school occupies spacious grounds off Prestwick Road, in Ellesborough Close which is a
short cul-de-sac off Ashridge Drive. The main pedestrian and vehicle access to the school is
from Ellesborough Close, and there is a second pedestrian access on the west side from
Anglesey Road.

The school grounds are generally flat and grassed, roughly square in plan with residential
roads on 4 sides. The building occupies the North West part of the grounds; the southern
half is a playing field. There are trees spaced around most of the perimeter of the grounds
and some trees close to the building, one within its central courtyard.

The site for the proposed new building is to the south of the existing building, ie on the
Prestwick Road side. Most of the land adjoining the schodl is the rear gardens of houses in
the surrounding roads, Barnhurst Path, Ashridge Drive, Anglesey Road, Ellesborough Close
and Prestwick Road although most of the south boundary is a hedge directly alongside
Prestwick Road.

The building is a low single storey block with steel framed glazing and concrete plank
curtain walling. It is a Grade II Listed building as being of architectural interest.
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The proposals do not significantly reduce the amount of open space at the school grounds,
nor do they impinge upon sports playing field activities.
The proposed design is small in scale and single storey. It has large separation distances to
neighbouring residential properties. The proposals do not effect neighbouring amenities, or
give rise to unacceptable overlooking or loss of privacy.

The proposals are sustainable, being on the grounds of an existing school served by existing
infrastructure, parking and services.
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The school building is statutorily listed Grade II. The listing description on English Heritage
web site, states as follows.

Primary school. 1951-52. H.T. Swain of Hertfordshire County Counci. Steel frame with
horizontal precast concrete panels on Hills 8' 3" system as modified by Hertfordshire. Low
pitched and fat roofs. Single storeyed. Compact plan, with tall hall and lower dining room
apening from the hall and classrooms and staff room, organised around an open courtyard.
Hall with solid sides and fully glazed end window 5 bays wide, rising to low pitched roof.
Dining room fully glazed, as are classrooms, except for a low band of solid panels beneath
the windows, Metal framed windows. Prominent eaves/cornice.

The reason for the listing therefore concerns the architectural interest, not the first of its
type but the first of the second generation of Hertfordshire schools on the Hills 8' 3" system,
characterised by tighter planning, following changes in Ministry of Education cost controls.
CLASP (Consortium of Local Authorities Special Programme) was formed with the purpose of
developing a method of building, which did not rely on traditional building skills, to provide
fast and efficient permanent buildings. The systems were developed as either proprietary
contractor owned products such as this one by Hills or Local Authority Consortia designs. Of
a total number of 3134 CLASP contracts in the UK there are more than 1400 sites with
CLASP built schools , distributed among 81 Authorities.
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As such, Greenfields is far from unique and its listed status has always been a significant
factor counting against spatial and fabric improvements and improvements to services,
renewal of fittings and finishes. Ironically CLASP buildings were designed to be particularly
suited to simple extension and alteration, and in fact Greenfields itself was extended by two
classrooms some time ago. The system is renowned for its poor environmental
performance, leaky roofs and chronic maintenance difficulties.
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No impact on the existing listed fabric.
Can be safely and quickly built without stopping the continued use of the remainder
of the school.

Is reversible.

Is affordable.

No tree loss.

No impact on the integrity of the existing listed building.





