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1. Introduction 

1.1 Purpose of the Method Statement 

1.1.1 This Arboricultural Method Statement has been prepared to ensure good practice in the 

protection of retained trees during the construction of a new annexe outbuilding at 

Highfield, 3 Ladderbanks Lane, Baildon. 

1.2 Terms of Reference 

1.2.1 JCA Limited is instructed by Mr & Mrs Sparrow to prepare an Arboricultural Method 

Statement for the project. The arboricultural survey and report conforms to the most 

recent specifications outlined in BS 5837: 2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition 

and construction - Recommendations. 

1.2.2 It is proposed to replace the existing timber outbuilding (stable) with a detached stone 

outbuilding (annexe) to provide alternative and separate accommodation for the 

property.  

1.2.3 The following drawings have been provided and these are the basis of the 

Arboricultural Method Statement and the Tree Protection Plan at Appendix 4:  

• Topographical Survey  

• Development Layout 

1.3 Status of the Method Statement 

1.3.1 This Arboricultural Method Statement should be included as part of the specification 

and schedule of works issued to the building contractor and can form part of the 

contract. 

1.3.2 This Arboricultural Method Statement should be available on site for inspection by the 

local authority, building contractors and other relevant persons. 
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2. Tree Works Prior, During and Post Construction 

2.1 Tree Works Prior to Construction 

2.1.1 Prior to any construction activity, the first operation on site will be the undertaking of 

any necessary arboricultural works, as described at Appendix 1.  

2.1.2 The tree works include: 

• The removal of T8. 

2.2 Tree Works During Construction 

2.2.1 No tree works are envisaged to be required during the demolition or construction 

phase. 

2.2.2 Damage to trees during the construction phase should be entirely prevented by the 

installation of the temporary protective barrier (fencing and ground protection), to 

create a Construction Exclusion Zone (CEZ). All persons on site must be aware of 

limitations that apply within the CEZ (please refer to Section 3.1.3). 

2.2.3 If any trees on site are damaged, this must be immediately reported to JCA to agree on 

appropriate remedial action. Contact numbers for all parties can be found at Section 7. 

2.3 Tree Works Post Construction 

2.3.1 When the construction phase is complete and when the temporary protective barrier has 

been removed, some minor remedial works may be required. This may be for aesthetic 

purposes, to give clearance for new paths or to provide ground clearance for 

landscaping schemes.  

 

2.3.2 No post construction remedial works are to be carried out on the trees until permission 

has been granted by the Local Planning Authority. 

2.4 Recommendations For Tree Works 

2.4.1 All work must be undertaken to BS 3998: 2010 - Recommendations for tree work and 

carried out by qualified, experienced and, ideally, Arboricultural Association approved 

contractors who must be adequately insured. 

2.4.2 Any defects seen by a contractor or the client that were not apparent to the consultant 

must be brought to the attention of JCA immediately. 

2.4.3 No liability can be accepted by JCA in respect of the trees unless the recommendations 

of this Method Statement are carried out under our supervision. 
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3. The Protective Barrier Prior, During and Post Construction 

3.1 Protective Barrier Prior to Construction 

3.1.1 The installation of the temporary protective barrier will be the very first job to be 

undertaken on site following the completion of the tree works (Section 2.1). This 

barrier will comprise of protective fencing and ground protection. 

3.1.2 The protective fencing must be constructed in accordance with BS 5837: 2012 Trees in 

relation to design, demolition and construction - Recommendations and will be located 

as shown on the Tree Protection Plan at Appendix 4. Where possible, the protective 

barrier will enclose the entire Root Protection Area (RPA) of the trees to make a 

Construction Exclusion Zone (CEZ); this area is to be considered a restricted area; 

no pedestrians, vehicles, equipment or machinery are allowed within the CEZ and 

the storage of materials is not permitted, unless specified within this Method 

Statement. 

3.1.3 The protective fencing will be installed in accordance with BS 5837: 2012 and will 
comprise of a vertical and horizontal scaffold framework, well braced to resist impacts. 

The vertical tubes should be spaced at a maximum interval of 3m and driven securely 

into the ground, taking care to avoid underground services and structural roots. Finally, 

weld mesh panels are to be securely fixed on the scaffold framework. Please refer to 

Appendix 2 (Fig. 1) for protective fencing details.  

3.1.4 Once the fencing is installed, waterproof signs with the sentence ‘Protected tree zone, 
no storage or operations within this area’ are to be placed at 3m intervals to ensure that 

all personnel are aware of the restrictions that apply to the cordoned off area. A 

prepared sign is available at Appendix 2.  
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3.2 Ground Protection 

3.2.1 Where it is not possible to enclose the entire RPA of a tree with protective fencing, it 

will be necessary to lay appropriate ground protection which, in combination with the 

fencing described in Section 3.1, will comprise the protective barrier.  

3.2.2 The ground protection will be installed prior to construction and retained until the 
material completion of development. The purpose of the ground protection is to enable 

site traffic to pass over the RPAs of trees, whilst minimising compaction and 

disturbance of the underlying soil which can lead to root asphyxiation and damage.  

3.2.3 Where only pedestrian traffic is required to pass over the RPA, a suspended walkway 

will be constructed beneath the scaffolding on the western side. This will be achieved 

by constructing a framework of scaffold poles attached to the main scaffolding and may 

incorporate driven poles at suitable intervals, if necessary. Scaffold boards will be 

placed over this framework and utilised as a walkway for pedestrian use only. 

Vehicular/mechanical movement is not permitted over this type of ground protection.  

3.2.4 Where vehicles, machinery and pedestrian traffic are required to pass over the RPA of 

T1, T2 and T6, the existing hard standing driveway in this area will be utilised as 

ground protection. This driveway has been in place for many years and is proposed to 

be retained in situ post construction and will continue to provide parking spaces for all 

vehicles at the property. 

3.3 Checking the Protective Barrier Prior to Construction 

3.3.1 Once installed, the appointed arboriculturalist will be invited on site to inspect the 
protective fencing and ground protection, ensuring that it is located in the correct 

position and that it has been constructed in accordance with this Method Statement. No 

other work, including soil stripping, excavation, or the bringing onto site of materials or 

machinery, shall commence until the barrier is installed and confirmed to be acceptable 

by the appointed arboriculturalist.  

3.3.2 It is important that the protective fencing and ground protection be checked by the LPA 

or an arboricultural consultant prior to any construction works being carried out on site. 

If at any time during construction the protective fencing or ground protection is 

not correctly installed, or if it does not comply with BS 5837: 2012, this could 

result in damage being caused to trees and consequently, a stop notice may be 

served by the LPA.  
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3.4 Protective Barrier During Construction 

3.4.1 No operations shall take place which require the removal of part of the protective 

barrier without prior agreement with the Local Planning Authority. 

3.4.2 The protective barrier must be inspected for faults or damage by the site manager or 

other responsible named person on a regular basis and a written record kept. Any faults 

or defects must be repaired or replaced as soon as is reasonably practicable. Details of 

the site manager and relevant contact details can be found at Section 7. 

 

3.5 Removal of the Protective Barrier 

3.5.1 When the development phase is complete and the main site machinery has been 

removed, the protective barrier may be dismantled and removed from site. 

3.5.2 It should be noted the same restrictions apply to all RPAs as the CEZ (please refer to 

Section 3.1.2). 

 

4. Construction Phase 

4.1 Demolition Works 

4.1.1 The existing timber stable will require to be demolished in order to construct the 

proposed annexe outbuilding. The demolition of the timber structure can go ahead once 

the temporary fencing has been installed and checked. No further actions are required 

to prevent foreseeable damage to these trees.  

4.2 Ground Level Changes 

4.2.1 No ground level changes are required within the RPA of any tree to be retained on this 

site. As such no mitigation actions are considered necessary. 

4.3 Construction of Hard Surfaces 

4.3.1 New hard surfaces are proposed for this project. If any of the proposed new surfacing is 

situated within RPA’s of retained trees then these new surfaces must be sensitive, and 

avoid excavation, the finished surface must also be permeable to allow for gaseous 

exchange and to allow moisture to reach the roots below. A gravel surface with 

wooden edging would be considered appropriate for this project. 

4.3.2 The existing driveway on site provides vehicular access to the property and as such this 

should be retained and utilised wherever possible to avoid unnecessary excavations. 
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4.4 Construction of the New Building 

4.4.1 The proposed outbuilding has been designed so that it is situated outside of the RPA of 

the closest, most prominent tree (T6). As such, no specialist foundation methods are 

required for arboricultural purposes. 

4.5 Excavations and Services 

4.5.1 We have been informed that all services are to be connected to/provided via the 

existing services for the main house. It is however advised that once a drainage/service 

layout plan has been produced we are provided with a copy of this to assess and 

provide advice if deemed necessary. 

4.5.2 If, for whatever reason, incursions into the RPAs are considered unavoidable, the 

consulting arboriculturalist and/or the LPA must be consulted immediately, to prevent 

a breach of planning conditions and/or damage to retained trees.  

 

4.6 Location of the Site Compound 

4.6.1 The site compound, typically including the site office, mess facilities, toilets, storage of 

materials and parking, must be located away from, and outside the RPA of retained 

trees.  

4.6.2 Those areas designated for the storage and/or mixing of chemicals, including petrol, 

diesel and oils must also be located away from, and outside the RPA of retained trees. 

Such areas should be constructed with consideration to, and contingencies for, the 

occurrence of spillages, preventing the leaching of chemicals into unprotected, open 

ground.   
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5. Timescale of Works 

5.1 The timescale for arboricultural requirements are summarised below:  

Timescale Action ! Initial 

Stage 1 
All requirements listed in the planning consent are approved by 

the Local Authority planning office. 
  

Stage 2 Undertake the removal of T8.   

Stage 3 

Install the temporary protective fencing around the trees (as 

detailed at Appendix 2 and as shown on the Tree Protection 

Plan at Appendix 4). 

  

Stage 4 

Install ground protection underneath the scaffolding on the 

western side of the proposed annexe, within the RPAs of T6, 

and as shown in blue shade on the Tree Protection Plan at 

Appendix 4. 

  

Stage 5 

Have the Local Planning Authority or Arboricultural Consultant 

inspect the fencing and ground protection measures prior to any 

on site activity.   

 

Once inspected, the protective fencing and ground protection 

must not to be moved or breached. 

  

Stage 6 
Undertake the demolition of the existing timber outbuilding 

(stable) 
  

Stage 7 Undertake the construction of the new outbuilding (annexe).   

Stage 8 

Following the completion of the construction phase and when all 

site traffic and machinery has left, the protective fencing and 

ground protection can be removed. 

  

Stage 9 Undertake the proposed new tree planting of 2x fruit trees   

 

 

6. Relevant Contact Details 

Contact Name Organisation/Detail Contact Number 

Charles Cocking 

Arboricultural Consultant 
JCA Limited 01422 376335 

Simon Keenan/Elizabeth 

McLaughlin 

Tree Officer 

Local Authority 01274 434297 

TBC 

Site Manager 
TBC TBC 

Karen Gill 

Architect 
The Drawing Room Ltd TBC 
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Appendix 1 Tree Works Schedule Ref:16245/ChC

Age

Common Name

Botanical Name W E

Mature

Sycamore 7 5

Acer 

pseudoplatanus

W

Mature

Sycamore 6 3.5
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SW
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Hornbeam 2.5 2.5

Carpinus betulus n/a
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Acer 

pseudoplatanus

E
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pseudoplatanus

n/a
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3

n/a
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Appendix 2:   Protective Barrier 

A2.1 The protective barrier will be installed in accordance with BS5837: 2012. The default 

specification of BS 5837: 2012 (pictured below for reference) recommends a vertical 

and horizontal, scaffold framework, well braced to resist impacts, with vertical tubes at 

no more than 3m intervals. These should be driven into the ground. Weld mesh panels 

should be affixed to this framework with scaffold clamps - See Figure 1. 

 

  
Figure 1: ‘Protective Barrier to BS 5837: 2012’. To be used where situated in open ground. 
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