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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This is a Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy for Terry’s Lodge Farm, Sevenoaks, Kent, hereinafter 

referred to as ‘the Site’. The proposals are for the erection of five residential dwellings with associated 

landscaping, parking and private amenity areas, following the demolition of the former cattle barn. This 

report has been produced in response to condition 5 of the granted planning permission (reference 

19/02537/FUL): 

 

“Within six months of works commencing, details of how the development will enhance biodiversity will 

be submitted to, and approved in writing by, the Local Planning Authority. This will include 

recommendations within section 4.5 of the updated Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Report (Corylus 

Ecology, June 2018). The approved details will be implemented within a further 3 months of their 

approval and thereafter retained. To ensure the development provides biodiversity enhancements, to 

comply with policy SP11 of the Core Strategy.”  

 

1.2 A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) was undertaken in May 2018 (Corylus Ecology, June 2018). 

Recommendations for enhancing the ecological value of the development under the National Planning 

Policy Framework were suggested in the PEA report; these are included and expanded on in this report. 

Section 2 below sets out the proposed biodiversity enhancement measures and Figure 1 shows the 

locations of the proposed planting, bird and bat boxes. 
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2.0 BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT STRATEGY 

2.1 Planting 

 Native Hedgerows 

2.1.1 Native, species-rich hedgerows will be planted on the north-western, north-eastern and south-western 

boundaries of the development (see Figure 1). Additional short sections of native hedge will also be 

planted throughout the development where appropriate. This will provide nesting and foraging 

opportunities for birds and small mammals, and will enhance the Site for foraging bats. A mixture of the 

following locally sourced native species should be planted: hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, blackthorn 

Prunus spinosa, wayfaring-tree Viburnum lantana, hazel Corylus avellana, field maple Acer campestre, 

guelder rose Viburnum opulus, with the addition of traveller’s-joy Clematis vitalba, dog-rose Rosa canina 

and honeysuckle Lonicera pericyclemum to thicken the vegetation.  

 

 Tree Planting 

2.1.2 Trees are to be planted throughout the development (see Figure 1). The species chosen should be 

native, locally sourced and heavily fruiting and flowering. Fruit trees such as apple Malus domestica, 

cherry Prunus avium, pear Pyrus communis, plum Prunus domestica or bullace Prunus insititia, as well 

as species such as field maple, hazel, hornbeam Carpinus betulus, hawthorn and guelder rose would be 

suitable.  

 

 Nectar-Rich Landscape Planting 

2.1.3 Generous native and nectar-rich planting will be incorporated into the flower beds throughout the 

development (see Figure 1). Flowering plants should be made available for as long as possible through 

the year by planting a combination of plants which flower during spring, summer and late summer. A list 

of nectar-rich plants for use in the flower beds is included as Appendix 1. Native shrubs from the 

‘hedgerows’ section above would also be suitable for planting within the flower beds.  

 

2.2 Habitat Enhancements for Birds 

 Bird Boxes on Buildings  

2.2.1 A total of four colonial house sparrow boxes (with three slots each) will be installed on the proposed 

dwellings: two on units 1-3, one on unit 4 and one on unit 5 (see Figure 1). Ready-made wooden or 

woodcrete (Schwegler) sparrow terraces are widely available. Alternatively, nesting spaces for sparrows 

can be incorporated into the soffits when the new buildings are being constructed, with an entrance 

formed by cutting away a 32mm hole in the back of the soffit board against the external wall.  

 

2.2.2 One Vivara Pro Seville 32mm WoodStone Nest Box will be installed on the store building in the south-

east of the Site. This can attract a range of species including blue tit, coal tit, great tit, tree sparrow, 
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house sparrow and nuthatch. The box will be placed at a height of 1.5m – 3m on the south-western 

elevation of the store building. 

 

2.2.3 Two Vivara Pro Woodstone 32mm Oval Nest Boxes will be installed on the north-western elevation of 

units 1-3. These boxes can attract a range of species including blue tit, great tit, coal tit, pied flycatcher, 

nuthatch, tree sparrow and house sparrow. The boxes will be positioned close to the eaves, or on the 

wall at a minimum height of 1.5m. 

 

2.3 Habitat Enhancements for Bats 

 Bat Roosting Features 

2.3.1 A total of four Schwegler 1FR or 2FR Bat Tubes will be installed: they will be integrated under the 

weatherboarding at the apex of the south-western and north-eastern gables of units 1-3, as well as on 

the gables of the garages of units 4 and 5.  

 

 Sensitive Lighting 

2.3.2 To maintain the quality of the Site for foraging bats, to encourage bats to forage around the new 

landscape planting and to roost in the bat tubes, a sensitive lighting strategy will be followed. The 

following points will be incorporated into the scheme (ILP and BCT, 2018): 

 There will be no light spill onto or close to the integrated bat tubes. 

 There will be no light spill onto the new landscape, tree and hedgerow planting, or beyond the 

vegetated boundaries of the Site.  

 Do not provide excessive external lighting; use only the minimum amount of light needed for safety. 

 Minimise light spill. Eliminate any bare bulbs and any upward pointing light. The spread of light 

should be kept near to or below the horizontal; flat cut-off lanterns are best.  

 Use narrow spectrum bulbs to lower the range of species affected by lighting. Use light sources that 

emit minimal ultra-violet light and avoid the white and blue wavelengths of the light spectrum to avoid 

attracting lots of insects.  

 Lights should peak higher than 550nm or use glass lantern covers to filter UV light.  White LED lights 

do not emit UV but have still been shown to disturb slow-flying bat species. 

 Limit the times that lights are on to provide some dark periods, and install movement sensors to limit 

the duration of lit periods. Any external security lighting should be set on motion-sensors and short (1 

minute) timers. 

 Avoid using reflective surfaces under lights.    
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Short graSS,  
up to 15cmS

hedgeS, Shrub borderS 
and woodland edge

ajuga reptans bugle H

bellis perennis daisy H

campanula rotundifolia common harebell H

hippocrepis comosa horseshoe vetch H

lotus corniculatus bird’s foot trefoil H

potentilla anserina silverweed H

potentilla erecta tormentil H

potentilla reptans creeping cinquefoil H

primula veris common cowslip H

prunella vulgaris selfheal H

ranunculus repens creeping buttercup H

Sanguisorba minor salad burnet H

taraxacum officinale dandelion H

thymus polytrichus wild thyme H

thymus pulegioides large thyme H

trifolium pratense red clover H

trifolium repens white clover H

Veronica chamaedrys germander speedwell H

acer campestre field maple S or T

alliaria petiolata garlic mustard Bi

allium ursinum ramsons B

aquilegia vulgaris common columbine H

ballota nigra black horehound H

berberis vulgaris barberry S

bryonia dioica white bryony H/C

buxus sempervirens common box S 

campanula trachelium nettle-leaved bellflower H

clematis vitalba old man’s beard/traveller’s joy C

clinopodium vulgare wild basil H

cornus sanguinea common dogwood S

crataegus monogyna common hawthorn S or T

cytisus scoparius common broom S

digitalis purpurea common foxglove Bi

euonymus europaeus spindle S

Fragaria vesca wild strawberry H

Frangula alnus alder buckthorn S

galium mollugo hedge bedstraw H

galium odoratum sweet woodruff H

galium verum lady’s bedstraw H

geranium robertianum herb robert A/Bi

geum urbanum wood avens H

hedera helix common ivy C

helleborus foetidus stinking hellebore H

hyacinthoides non-scripta bluebell B

Ilex aquifolium common holly T

lamium album white deadnettle H

lamium galeobdolon yellow archangel H

ligustrum vulgare wild privet S

lonicera periclymenum common honeysuckle C

malus sylvestris crab apple T

malva sylvestris common mallow H

myosotis sylvatica wood forget-me-not H

primula vulgaris primrose H

prunus avium wild cherry/gean T

prunus padus bird cherry T

prunus spinosa blackthorn/sloe S

T = tree; S = shrub; C = climber; B = bulbs and corms; A = annual; Bi = biennial; H = herbaceous perennial

natural england states: You can legally collect small quantities of wildflower seed for your own use, but you must get permission from the 
land’s owner, tenant or other authority, as necessary. Although seed collecting is allowed, you should not dig up native plants – many rare 
species are protected by law. You can collect seed of even rare plants, but cannot sell/trade seed or progeny.

KEY

rhS perFect For pollInatorS 
wIldFlower lISt

Hedges, sHrub borders And 
woodlAnd edge (cont.) 

Becky
Text Box
Appendix 1 - Nectar Rich Plants List



mentha arvensis corn mint H

myosotis arvensis field forget-me-not A/H

myosotis arvensis Common forget-me-not A

onopordum acanthium cotton thistle Bi

papaver dubium long-headed poppy A

papaver rhoeas common poppy A

Sinapis arvensis charlock A

Sonchus arvensis perennial sowthistle H

tussilago farfara coltsfoot H

Verbascum thapsus great mullein Bi

Hedges, sHrub borders And 
woodlAnd edge (cont.) 

dIsTurbed  
ground (cont.) 

T = tree; S = shrub; C = climber; B = bulbs and corms; A = annual; Bi = biennial; H = herbaceous perennial
KEY

ranunculus ficaria lesser celandine H

rhamnus catharticus Purging buckthorn S

rosa canina Dog rose S

rosa rubiginosa sweet briar S

rubus fruticosus blackberry S

Salix atrocinerea grey willow  S - male forms best

Salix caprea goat willow  S - male forms best

Sanicula europaea sanicle H

Sedum telephium orpine H

Silene dioica red campion H

Silene latifolia subsp. alba white campion H

Smyrnium olusatrum alexanders Bi

Sorbus aria common whitebeam T

Sorbus aucuparia rowan/mountain ash T

Sorbus torminalis wild service tree T

Stachys officinalis betony H

Stellaria holostea greater stitchwort H

Symphytum officinale common comfrey H

teucrium scorodonia wood sage H

tilia cordata small-leaved lime T

Viburnum lantana common wayfaring tree S

Viburnum opulus guelder rose S

Vicia cracca common tufted vetch H

Vicia sativa common vetch H

rhS perFect For pollInatorS wIldFlower lISt

Flower bedS
calluna vulgaris heather / ling S

erica ciliaris Dorset heath S

erica cinerea bell heather S

erica tetralix cross-leaved heath S

long graSS,  
aboVe 50cmS
arctium minus lesser burdock Bi

carduus crispus welted thistle Bi

carduus nutans musk thistle Bi

chamaenerion angustifolium rosebay willowherb H

cirsium arvense creeping thistle H

cirsium vulgare spear thistle Bi

conopodium majus pignut H

cynoglossum officinale hound’s tongue H

daucus carota wild carrot Bi

geranium pratense meadow cranesbill H

heracleum sphondylium hogweed Bi

hypericum perforatum perforate St John’s wort H

Knautia arvensis field scabious H

lathyrus pratensis meadow vetchling H

pastinaca sativa wild parsnip Bi

Succisa pratensis devil’s bit scabious H

tanacetum vulgare tansy H

dISturbed ground
agrostemma githago corncockle A

anchusa arvensis bugloss A

anthemis arvensis corn chamomile A

anthemis cotula stinking chamomile A

centaurea cyanus cornflower A

cichorium intybus chicory H

dipsacus fullonum common teasel Bi

echium vulgare viper’s bugloss Bi

glebionis segetum corn marigold A

Iberis amara wild candytuft A

lamium amplexicaule Henbit deadnettle A

matricaria recutita scented mayweed A



T = tree; S = shrub; C = climber; B = bulbs and corms; A = annual; Bi = biennial; H = herbaceous perennial
KEY

alisma plantago-aquatica water plantain H

angelica sylvestris wild angelica Bi

butomus umbellatus flowering rush H

caltha palustris marsh marigold H

cardamine pratensis cuckoo flower/lady’s smock H

cirsium dissectum meadow thistle H

epilobium hirsutum great willowherb H

eupatorium cannabinum hemp agrimony H

Filipendula ulmaria meadowsweet H

galium palustre marsh bedstraw H

geum rivale water avens H

hypericum tetrapterum square-stalked St John’s wort H

Iris pseudacorus yellow iris H

lotus pedunculatus greater bird’s-foot trefoil H

lychnis flos-cuculi ragged robin H

lycopus europaeus gypsywort H

lysimachia nummularia creeping Jenny H

lysimachia vulgaris yellow loosestrife H

lythrum salicaria purple loosestrife H

mentha aquatica water mint H

menyanthes trifoliata bogbean H

myosotis scorpioides water forget-me-not H

nasturtium officinale common watercress H

nuphar lutea yellow water lily H

nymphaea alba white water lily H

oenanthe aquatica fine-leaved water dropwort A/Bi

oenanthe crocata hemlock water dropwort H

persicaria amphibia amphibious bistort H

persicaria bistorta common bistort H

polemonium caeruleum Jacob’s ladder H

pulicaria dysenterica common fleabane H

ranunculus aquatilis common water crowfoot  A/H

ranunculus flammula lesser spearwort H

ranunculus fluitans river water crowfoot H

ranunculus lingua greater spearwort H

ranunculus sceleratus celery-leaved buttercup A

Sagittaria sagittifolia arrowhead H

Sanguisorba officinalis great burnet H

Scrophularia auriculata water figwort H

pondS, pond margInS 
and wet SoIlS 

medIum heIght graSS,  
up to 50cmS
achillea millefolium common yarrow H

achillea ptarmica sneezewort H

agrimonia eupatoria agrimony H

anthyllis vulneraria kidney vetch H

armeria maritima thrift/sea pink H

blackstonia perfoliata yellowwort A

campanula glomerata clustered bellflower H

centaurea nigra common knapweed/hardheads H

centaurea scabiosa greater knapweed H

centaurium erythraea common centaury Bi

echium vulgare viper’s bugloss Bi

erigeron acris blue fleabane A/H

Filipendula vulgaris dropwort H

helianthemum nummularium common rockrose H

hypochaeris radicata cat’s ear H

Inula conyzae ploughman’s spikenard H

leontodon autumnalis autumn hawkbit H

leontodon hispidus rough hawkbit H

leucanthemum vulgare ox-eye daisy H

linaria vulgaris common toadflax H

malva moschata musk mallow H

ononis repens common restharrow H

origanum vulgare wild marjoram H

pilosella officinarum mouse-ear hawkweed H

ranunculus acris meadow buttercup H

ranunculus bulbosus bulbous buttercup H

reseda lutea wild mignonette Bi/H

rhinanthus minor yellow rattle A

Scabiosa columbaria small scabious H

Silene vulgaris bladder campion H

Solidago virgaurea goldenrod H

long grAss,  
AboVe 50CMs (cont.) 
thalictrum flavum meadow rue H

tragopogon pratensis goat’s beard Bi

Verbascum nigrum dark mullein  Bi/H

rhS perFect For pollInatorS wIldFlower lISt



T = tree; S = shrub; C = climber; B = bulbs and corms; A = annual; Bi = biennial; H = herbaceous perennial
KEY

Scutellaria galericulata common skullcap H

Stachys palustris marsh woundwort H

Valeriana officinalis common valerian H

Veronica beccabunga brooklime H

Ponds, Pond MArgIns And  
weT soIls (cont.) 

ShIngle/graVel  
garden
cakile maritima sea rocket A

crambe maritima sea kale H

crithmum maritimum rock samphire H

eryngium maritimum sea holly H

glaucium flavum yellow horned-poppy Bi/H

Sedum acre siting stonecrop H

Sedum album white stonecrop H

Silene uniflora sea campion H

rhS perFect For pollInatorS wIldFlower lISt
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