full description of tree works (Ref 2)

Tree work application - 28 Lee Road Blackheath SE3 9RT	

Rear garden: 

ONE Holm Oak (T2 on the plan)  Reduce crown by approximately 25% of the full height of the tree. 
Trim the lateral growth
_______________________________________________________________________

ONE Conifer (T3 on the plan) Reduce the crown by approximately 35% of the full height of the tree. 
Trim the lateral growth.
_______________________________________________________________________

ONE Robinia Fresia (T1 on the plan)  This tree stands between the Holm Oak (T2) and Apple Tree (T4). Lateral spread means that the Apple tree stands in full shade of the Robinia and so is growing at an angle to try and find light. The Robinia stands between the Conifer and the Holm Oak, and being directly in front of the Holm Oak, it blocks it from view as well as blocks its lateral spread. 

The Robinia stands more than 10ft taller than the fully grown Holm Oak and is still growing at what appears to be around 4ft a year. In the 6 years we have owned it we have never seen the white flowers it is supposed to produce and wonder whether this indicates it is overgrown. It consists of 4 trunks, all becoming brittle and one particularly so. The brittle trunk hangs over the entrance of the neighbouring garage, directly above the parking space in front of the garage. Branches have broken off during the winter months, some still just clinging on and now falling from a great height, which could possibly be a danger to anyone using the garage or the parking space. 

On seeking advice from a professional tree surgeon, we learned that to cut it back to a standard height for a Robinia would require reducing the crown by around 50% of the height of the tree, which would take away any current foliage. We discussed how brittle it looks and came to the question of whether we should be looking to remove it completely and replace it.  As you can see from the attached photo it stands very close to the Holm Oak and we consider the Holm Oak of higher amenity value. The four trees standing so close together adds no amenity value whatsoever with the Apple tree being shaded and the Holm Oak being obscured. It also blocks out light to the other areas of the garden and for neighbours at the back. 

Taking all this into account we feel removing the Robinia (T1) completely would make it safer for the neighbouring garage / parking space, lighter for our neighbours at the back and for parts of our garden, help the Apple Tree in giving it some light, as well as placing the Holm Oak in view for amenity value. 

Please note our proposals for replacement trees - cobnut, fir tree, and olive tree. 

With your approval we will look to go ahead as follows: 
Fell T1
Reduce the height of T2 by 25% and trim the lateral growth 
Reduce the height of T3 by 35% and leave the lateral growth as it is. 
