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Landscape Statement 
 
 
1.0 Introduction 
 

This statement supports Arlington’s Planning Application for the refurbishment of two existing 
office buildings, parts of the associated car park areas, and landscaping at Plot 4240 and 
4300, Nash Court, Oxford Business Park. It covers the principal issues that have influenced 
the approach to the planning and design of the project’s landscape and should be read in 
conjunction with the Architect’s Design and Access Statement. 
 
The following detailed drawings have been submitted separately and are to be read in 
conjunction with this Landscape Statement : 
 
1285-101 Vegetation Retention and Removal Plan 
1285-201 Landscape Planting Plan 
1285-301 Landscape Hardworks Plan 
1285-401 Tree Protection Fencing 
1285-402 Typical Detail - Tree Pit in Soft Landscape 

 
2.0 Wider Landscape Context 
  

Oxford Business Park is located on the south eastern edge of Oxford, approximately 4km 
from the city centre with direct access to the Eastern Bypass (A4142) to the south east.  
 
Nash Court comprises seven two-storey office buildings on the western edge of Oxford 
Business Park South and is served by a single vehicular entrance leading into the 
development from John Smith Drive. Buildings 4240 and 4300 are two adjacent buildings in 
the southern part of Nash Court, close to the business park’s western boundary. Nash Court 
is surrounded by other office developments within the business park including Chancellor 
Court to the south, Kingsgate to the north, and other two and three storey office buildings to 
the east. Nash Court, the surrounding developed plots and the business park roads are 
structured by a maturing landscape framework. 
 
Residential properties on Frederick Road and Bailey Road lie immediately to the west of 
Nash Court, with their rear gardens bordering the business park boundary. This boundary is 
bordered by a tall fence with tree and shrub planting within the Nash Court development, all 
of which is outside the application boundary and will be retained. 

 
3.0 Landscape conditions of the site and its immediate locality 

 
Nash Court and the surrounding office developments within Oxford Business Park are 
characterised by two and three storey office buildings set within a high quality, mature 
parkland style landscape bordering the park roads and within the car park areas. 
 
Nash Court’s frontage to John Smith Drive is planted with mature shrubs, lawns and groups 
of semi mature trees including Austrian Pines and Limes. This planting forms a continuous 
vegetative border along Nash Court’s frontage with broken views from the road-side into the 
development. A pavement borders the road edge for the full length of the plot’s eastern 
boundary. 
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The plot entrance leading from John Smith Drive is shared by all seven office buildings 
within Nash Court and as it enters the development, the road is framed to either side by 
Buildings 4200 and 4400, pavement and narrow borders of lawn and ornamental shrubs. 
Nash Court’s internal roads are paved with block paviors throughout with tarmac car 
parking bays. 

 
 The view along Nash Court’s entrance road is directed towards Building 4300 which is 

fronted with low clipped shrubs, lawns and ornamental trees. Early mature Austrian Pine and 
Lime trees mark the front corners of Buildings 4240 and 4300, forming part of a broken 
tree line running north to south through Nash Court. The overall effect is of a leafy 
environment, however the Pine trees have grown very large and are beginning to over-
shadow the buildings. Furthermore, the roots of the Pine trees have started to lift areas of the 
adjacent tarmac car bays, causing extensive cracks and an uneven surface finish. 

 
 The office buildings are bordered by narrow beds planted with a mix of evergreen end 

deciduous shrub planting, much of which has been heavily clipped. A number of bare areas 
exist within the shrub beds including extensive areas beneath the Pine trees.  

 
 At the rear of the two buildings are a number of timber screened enclosures for cycle 

storage, bins and plant. These are positioned on the end of rows of car bays, with planted 
borders of ornamental shrubs and semi mature Whitebeam trees. 

 
 The western boundary of Nash Court borders the rear gardens of residential properties on 

Frederick Road and Bailey Road. A brick wall topped with a tall timber fence, approximately 
four metres in height, is fronted by tall evergreen shrubs, Pine and Lime trees providing an 
effective screen to the business park boundary. 

   
4.0 Existing vegetation 
 
 Nash Court’s frontage onto John Smith Drive is bordered by a seven metre wide landscape 

zone to the road-side. This has informal groups of Pine and Lime trees, under-planted with 
lawns and swathes of ornamental shrub species, which continues the wider parkland style of 
planting to the business park road-sides. Shrub species include Pyracantha, Cotoneaster, 
Calamagrostis and Photinia. This planting is outside the application boundary and will not 
be impacted by the proposals. 

 
 Plots 4240 and 4300 have been planted with a range of ornamental tree and shrub species 

in the parkland style of the wider business park. The planting design has focussed on 
providing a tree line of Austrian Pine (Pinus nigra ‘Austriaca’) and Lime (Tilia spp.) trees 
which border the front edges of the office buildings, with the tree line extending north to 
south through Nash Court.  

 
 Planting has been used to highlight building entrances and direct views along the main axis 

through Nash Court, with each individual office building set within borders of ornamental 
shrubs. Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus ‘Fastigata’) and Cherry (Prunus spp.) trees mark the 
entrance to Building 4300 together with low shrub planting and lawns, and individual 
Whitebeam trees (Sorbus aria ‘Majestica’) are positioned to the rear corners of Building 
4300. Shrub species bordering both buildings include Hebe, Pyracantha, Ceanothus, 
Hedera and Photinia. The shrub planting is regularly managed and much has been heavily 
clipped with large gaps within parts of the beds, especially beneath the large Pine trees.  
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5.0 Existing Trees 

 
Macgregor Smith drawing 1285-101 shows existing trees proposed for retention within the 
scheme, and those which require removal as a result of the development. It is proposed that 
eight existing trees will be removed as a result of the proposed scheme and two existing 
trees will be retained. 
 
Four trees fronting Building 4300 include two Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus ’Fastigiata’) and 
two Cherry (Prunus subhirtella ‘Autumnalis’) which are proposed for removal to allow for new 
car parking spaces and a widened entrance plaza at the building’s frontage. 
 
Two Pine trees (Pinus nigra ‘Austriaca’) at each of the front corners of Building 4300 are also 
proposed for removal. They have grown very large with wide-spreading canopies which are 
starting to over-shadow the buildings. In addition, their tree roots are lifting areas of the 
adjacent tarmac car bays, causing extensive cracks and an uneven surface finish. 
 
Two Whitebeam trees (Sorbus aria ‘Majestica’) at each of the rear corners of Building 4300 
are also proposed for removal to allow for the erection of new store areas. 
 
The two Lime trees (Tilia spp) fronting Building 4240 will be retained and incorporated into 
the new planting scheme. Furthermore, six new trees are proposed within the proposed 
landscape scheme to replace the removed trees. 

 
6.0  Landscape Strategy 

 
 The proposed landscape scheme for Buildings 4240 and 4300 aims to refresh the existing 
planted borders and paved frontages to Buildings 4240 and 4300 to provide an enlivened 
landscape with a more contemporary style. All of the existing shrub beds immediately 
surrounding the building edges will be cleared and re-planted, with the trees around 
Building 4300 also removed as a result of the development proposals and replaced with 
new trees. 
 
There is a focus of landscape treatment at each building entrance with the creation of 
enlarged, high quality paved plazas. Two car parking spaces will be lost at the frontage to 
4240 to allow for the enlarged plaza, but four new car parking spaces are proposed at the 
frontage of Building 4300, of which two are disabled access parking bays. New kerbed 
areas associated with the plazas and new parking spaces will use kerbs with lightly textured 
surface and exposed granite aggregate to match the existing kerbs on the development. 
New car parking spaces will be surfaced with tarmac to match the existing, and where tree 
roots have lifted and cracked tarmac surfacing, this will be re-levelled and replaced. 
 
The planting proposals include feature multi-stemmed flowering Cherry trees (Prunus 
subhirtella ‘Autumnalis’) bordering Building 4300’s entrance plaza, with both buildings’ 
entrances to be highlighted with clipped topiary domes of Ilex crenata set in low swathes of 
groundcovers and grasses to provide seasonal colour and interest.  

 
 The narrow beds to the sides and rear of the buildings will be planted with swathes of tall 

ornamental grasses, feature evergreen shrubs and low groundcovers, visually connecting 
with the wider landscaped setting of Nash Court and the surrounding developments.  

  
 New semi mature tree planting will replace the removed trees, with 25-30cm girth Lime trees 

(Tilia ‘Pallida’) replacing the removed Pine trees, to match the existing Lime trees fronting 
Building 4240. The removed Whitebeam trees (Sorbus aria ‘Majestica’) to the rear of 
Building 4300 will be replaced with the same species, 20-25cm in girth trees. 
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7.0 Soft Landscape Specification 
 
7.1 Site Preparation and Earthworks 
 
 Generally, all earthworks shall be executed in accordance with BS4428 ‘General Landscape 
 Operations’. 
 
 Ground profiles to be left with smoothly flowing contours, free from localised depressions, 
 high spots and abrupt angles. 
 
 Testing and analysis of existing site soils shall be undertaken to determine their suitability for 

re-use within the landscape scheme, and where possible, existing subsoil and topsoil shall 
be used. Should existing soils not be suitable for re-use horticulturally, subsoil and/or topsoil 
shall be imported, and shall comply with physical and chemical parameters set out in a 
separate, detailed specification. 

 
 A minimum depth of 600mm of viable rooting depth is required for trees, hedges 

and ornamental shrubs / grasses within all planting areas.   
 

Within this, the depths of subsoil and topsoil layers should be as follows : 
 

Type of Planting  
Topsoil 
Depth 

Subsoil Depth 

Tree pits 500mm around rootball 
600mm depth sand 
and gravel layers 

Ornamental Shrub Planting  300mm 300mm 

 
 Cultivate topsoil to produce an even surface free from lumps and clods. 

Cultivation shall be to a minimum depth of: 
 Planted areas: 300mm 
 Grass areas: 150mm 

 
 The need for ameliorants and fertilisers shall be reviewed by appropriate soil testing, prior to 
 soil spreading or import. 
 
7.2 Planting 
 

 Handling and transportation of all plants shall be carried out in accordance with 
 Horticultural Trade Association’s ‘Plant Handling’ recommendation (1987). All planting 
operations shall be carried out in accordance with BS5236:1975; BS4043:1989, and 
BS4428:1989. Advanced nursery stock to BS5236:1975. 
 

7.2.1 Trees : All trees shall be supplied in accordance with the plant schedules by named 
nurseries. 

 
Tree planting backfill shall contain: 

 80% by volume  :  Topsoil 
 20% by volume  :  Mushroom Compost 
 3 kg/m³   :  Enmag Fertilizer 
 1kg/m³   :  Water Retaining Polymer Gel 
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Underground Guying : All semi-mature and multi stemmed trees (over 2.5 metres in 
height) are to be anchored using “Duckbill” anchoring kit. Watering tubes shall be 
supplied for all semi mature and extra heavy standard stock. To be 50mm diameter, black 
land flex perforated land drainage pipe with suitable rubber/plastic bung.  
 
Tree pits in soft areas : Tree pits should be excavated to the following dimensions: 
 Semi mature trees 20-35cm girth  1700mm square x 1000mm deep 
 Multi-stemmed trees   1300mm square x 800mm deep 

  
7.2.2. Shrubs, ornamental grasses and herbaceous perennials : All shrubs shall be 

supplied in accordance with the plant schedules by named nurseries. Planting pits to be 
excavated to allow a 75mm clearance around the edges of the root system. Sides and 
bottom of pits shall be loosened to relieve any compaction. Backfill for each plant to include 
50g of SA1 Enmag. 

 
Bark mulch shall consist of matured British conifer bark with an even particle size 
distribution between 5-35mm. The mulch to be Melcourt ‘Ornamental Grade Bark 
Mulch’ or similar approved, and a representative sample of the mulch shall be 
supplied for approval prior to delivery to site 

 
3.0 Watering 
 

All tree pits and shrub beds shall be thoroughly watered prior to application of mulch and 
subsequent maintained in a moist condition. Watering rates shall be as follows: 

 
Advanced nursery stock trees   50 litres/tree 
Shrub areas      30 litres/m² 

 
4.0 Maintenance 
 

All shrub / ornamental grass / herbaceous perennial areas to be handed over to the Park 
Maintenance team at Practical Completion. All semi mature trees to be maintained with 
defects liability under the installing contract for 24 months post Practical Completion. All 
maintenance shall provide optimum conditions for growth and present a clean and tidy 
appearance. All deaths and failures are to be replaced at the first horticulturally sound 
opportunity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


