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5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

5.1 ACCESS AND CIRCULATION

Access and Circulation Diagram

The primary access routes to the site are on Queen Street, 
Cornmarket Street and Shoe Lane. The new secondary 
access from Frewin Court improves the permeability to the 
site.

The primary student entrance is from the square, providing 
a controlled access to Brasenose Garden Yard and the 
student accommodation building. 

The square is a flexible space with a central diagonal route 
connecting the primary circulation with more informal and 
playful route between the undulations. 

Public circulation - Primary route

Public circulation - Secondary route

Students circulation - Primary entrance 

Student accommodation entrance

Retail and restaurants entrance

Laboratory entrance

Office  entrance

Public lift access

Cycle storage access

Services access

KEY

Primary access

Brasenose courtyard routes
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5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

5.2 STICKY STREETS

Sticky Streets Diagram

Dwell

Move

Places to dwell or to move

Places for seating

KEY

Sticky Streets was an idea coined at the Oxford Design 
Review Panel when considering these proposals.

Sticky refers to a spaces ability to attract social uses and as 
wide a range of functions as possible.

To generate Sticky Streets we have identified a need for 
corners, pause points, places that are not overlooked, 
places with a back, zones away from movement etc.

To achieve this we plotted anticipated movements and 
identified areas where people could dwell, chat, drink, 
socialise, make a call etc. This has informed our maximising 
of dwell spaces and the ‘Stickyness’ of the entire public 
realm.
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Natural stone setts e.g. sandstone 

Metal mesh laid over planting on the roof terraceHard Landscape Diagram

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

5.3 HARD LANDSCAPE

Main pedestrian links
Natural stone setts, buff colour, flamed finished
(150 x 150 mm) 

Building threshold and Frewin Court
Natural stone setts, buff colour, brushed finished  
(100 x 100 mm)

Undulations
Natural stone setts buff colour, brushed finished 
(50 x 50 mm)

Brasenose Courtyard
Natural stone flags, buff colour, flamed finish
(450 x 450 mm

Doorsteps paving
Natural stone with infill text

Roof top terrace 
Metal mesh panels

Roof top terrace 
Composite timber decking

KEY

The choice of materials contributes to the overall feel and 
character of the place and careful consideration to the detail 
of the materiality is required due to the site’s location in a 
the centre of Oxford. Materials are chosen to be in keeping 
with the local character and in harmony with the emerging 
architecture.

The principles of the hard landscape strategy are as follows: 
•   The hard landscape palette aims to create a unifying 

character across the site
•    Materials must be high quality, robust, hard-wearing, 

easily replaceable, and sourced as locally as possible; 
•    Materials must be appropriate for their envisioned level of 

use, loading, and activity
•    The palette of hard materials will be developed to 

respond to the existing and proposed architectural 
façades and materials, and to create the desired 
ambience appropriate to each of the spaces 
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5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

5.4 DDA COMPLIANT SURFACE

Levelled surface 
Smooth finish surface
Natural stone setts, buff colour, flamed finished  
(150 x 150 mm)

Surface undulations
Rough finish surface 
Natural stone setts, buff colour, brushed finished
(50 x 50 mm) 

DDA Diagram Different sizes

Different and contrasting finishes

KEY

The design team is aware that the Inclusive Design is not 
a fixed set of design criteria but an evolving philosophy 
that aims to produce aesthetically pleasing, functional 
environments that can be used equally by everyone, taking 
into account differences in age, gender or disability.

The proposed design is aiming to bring together functional 
and aesthetic considerations, and many DDA issues 
e.g. ease of use, quality, safety and legibility  are being 
discussed throughout this document. This section focuses 
on the accessibility and safety of the ground level surfaces. 

To ensure the safety of pedestrians of different abilities it is 
proposed that:
•    All routes, must be compliant with the 2010 Equality 

Act in line with AD Part M of the Building Regulations 
and BS 8300:2001 - Design of buildings and their 
approaches to meet the needs of disabled people: 
Code of Practice from British Standards, 

•    All graded routes should have a maximum gradient of 
1:21 

•    Levelled surface to be provided through the site to 
allow easy access for all

•    Surface undulations to be clearly marked with different 
size material and of different contrasting texture
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5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

5.5 NATURAL PLAY THEORY

Modern play theory promotes spaces that enable 
children and young people to interpret and explore their 
surroundings, rather than prescribe their activity through 
traditional equipment.

‘Natural play’ should form an important part of every child’s 
growth and development. It is the exploration of the urban 
or rural environment and should fulfill the play needs of 
every child. 

Natural elements such as wood, rocks, water, and sand 
form the basis for exploration, imagination and play.

Natural play holds many benefits for children and young 
people. Studies have evidenced that:

•  Children are more physically active when they are 
outside 

•  Proximity to nature impacts positively on children’s 
mental health and reduces stress

•  Natural spaces and materials stimulate the imagination 
and serve as medium for inventiveness

•  Time in nature breeds understanding, respect and care 
towards the environment and its wildlife

By integrating opportunities for natural play, the design for 
the site will create a strong sense of place and wonder for 
every child. By designing spaces that provide a range of 
experiences that enable children to choose and lead their 
own play, at their own pace, a natural play space firmly 
underpins each of the four guiding principles in EYFS:

•  Every child is unique
•  Every child can learn to be strong and    

independent through positive relationships
•  Children learn and develop best in enabling 

environments
•  Children develop and learn in different ways and at 

different rates

ACTIVE

DYNAMIC

AGILE

HEALING

RESTORATIVE

NURTURING

RESPECT

CARE

STEWARDSHIP

CREATIVE

SENSORY

INVENTIVE

NATURAL
PLAY
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Play and natural stone boulders

Water pump

Natural stone boulders

Surface undulations / depressions

Surface undulations / mounds

Water pump and rills

Playable Landscape Diagram

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

5.6 PLAYABLE LANDSCAPE

KEY

The overall aim is to create an environment where the 
whole of the external space is playable, safe, accessible, 
and welcoming for all of its users.

The definition of what constitutes a playable space is 
defined in the Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG), 
Shaping Neighbourhoods: Play and Informal Recreation 
(2012), as a space “where children’s active play is a 
legitimate use of the space. Playability is a feature of fixed 
equipment play areas. But it is also feature of some parks, 
recreation grounds, natural areas and other types of public 
open space.” 

The Clarendon will have multifunctional nature and will 
facilitate a range of leisure and recreation opportunities for 
users of all ages promoting cooperation and engagement 
with one another. 

The square is surrounded by buildings on all sides - 
providing a safe and secure play environment that is well 
overlooked. 
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Water Feature Diagram
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5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

5.7 WATER FEATURE 

Surface undulations, opportunity for play with rain water or water that is 
pumped by children. All water elements will be connected

Metal grating covering water rills connecting water feature with ground 
undulations, create opportunity for art

Water rill as part of playable landscape

KEY

Water feature 

Metal grating / water rill

Water pumps (playable feature)

Feature wall / building wrap 

Slot drain

Surface undulations / depressions

Surface undulations / mounds

Natural stone boulders

One of ways of bringing nature into the site is the 
introduction of a water feature, that will add animation and 
movement to the space. 

The idea is that the water feature forms part of the feature 
wall that wraps around the ancillary facilities (cycle and 
bin storage and substation) at ground floor of the students 
accommodation creating a smart disguise. 

Other benefits of adding water to the design:
•  Moving water catches light, it glints in the sun and 

adds a shining dynamic
•  Proximity to nature impacts positively on children’s 

mental health and reduces stress
•  It may also help to cool the square in hot summer 

months
• Ambient town noise can be masked by the sound of the 

falling water

2

2
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Sculptural qualities, regardless of water being on or off the wall will remain 
a feature at all times

Texture will add interest and catch water, materials to be chosen from: 
glass, metal or stone (subject to detailed design)

Water catching sunlight on a sunny day creating sparkling effect whilst 
adding background ‘white noise’             

Water catchment area at the bottom of the water feature could be open to 
allow kids to dip their feet in it             

Light can be added to benefit night time use of the space, also creates 
opportunities for art installations

Wall design could also be dynamic and mimic the ground undulations 
adding 3D organic qualities to the architectural facade 

Multifunctional wall: screening, colour, lighting, water, opportunity for art

Lighting from below creating drama and accentuating the wall texture

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

5.7 WATER FEATURE - QUALITIES
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5.8 TREE SURVEY

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

PART 1  
ARBORICULTURAL IMPLICATIONS ASSESSMENT 
 

JFA0259_2020-12-10 AMS                                                        
           4 

 

2.2 The advice provided is in support of the current planning application and has been 
formulated without discussion with the main construction contractors who at this 
stage have not been appointed.  Once the main contractors are appointed, 
amendments to this Method Statement may be required for construction purposes.  
All amendments will be assessed by the retained arboricultural consultant and 
approved in writing by Oxford City Council. 

 
 
3.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE 

3.1 The site is occupied by an enclosed shopping centre with public pedestrian access. 
The Clarendon Centre is primarily a shopping mall in the centre of Oxford, which is 
in the main hard surfacing and built form. There are existing trees located adjacent 
to the site, which are behind boundary walls. 

 
3.2 Photograph 1: A view of Tree 3 from the south 

  
 
 
4.0 THE TREE STOCK 

4.1 A tree survey was undertaken by James Fuller of James Fuller Arboriculture on the 
22nd September 2020 that identified 3 (three) individual trees and 1 (one) group of 
trees.  The combined Tree Survey and Root Protection Area (RPA) Schedule is 
appended at JF1 and Tree Survey Plan JFA0259.01A TSP is appended at JF2.  

4.2 Tree Categorisation Method 

Category B =  Trees of moderate quality and value, capable of making a 
significant contribution for in excess of 20 years.  There were 2 
(two) individual ‘B’ grade trees and 1 (one) ‘B’ Grade Group of 

PART 1  
ARBORICULTURAL IMPLICATIONS ASSESSMENT 
 

JFA0259_2020-12-10 AMS                                                        
           7 

 

 
• The existing delivery area will be turned into a green open space. 

 
• A below ground substation will be back filled. 

 

The removal of the existing more recently built boundary wall will be carried out by 
hand to minimise impact to the original boundary wall and Tree 3. These works will 
be undertaken from the existing hard standing. 

The below ground substation will be uncovered and then backfilled with a material to 
be detailed, but all works will be undertaken from the existing hard standing. 

The existing delivery area will be turned into an open green space. The existing hard 
standing will be broken up and removed from site. The creation of the open space, 
will not have a detrimental impact on Tree 3. New footpaths will be created in the 
areas of the existing hard standing and levels will be maintained. New topsoil will 
likely my imported to create the green spaces and this will be laid following the 
removal of the existing hard standing. 

None of the proposed works adjacent to this tree will have a negative impact on the 
roots or branches. 

7.4 Group 1 

Group 1 is an early mature line of Common Lime – Tilia x europaea. The group is 
located off site behind an existing boundary wall. The group has historically been 
pollarded and is now at or near the stage where it should be considered for re-
pollarding. The branches from this group are touching the wall of The Clarendon 
Centre, in the location where demolition works are required. 

Photograph 3: A view of the base of the trees and existing wall. 

 

T3 - Tree 3 (Common Horse Chestnut/Aesculus hippocastanum) view 
from the south

G1 - Group 1 (mature line of Common Lime/ Tilia x europaea) view of the 
base of the trees and existing wall 
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MAP FILENAME :

Tree Survey Plan

‘
Map data shown may contain Ordnance Survey ® products supplied by

Pear Technology Services Ltd; Email: info@peartechnology.co.uk
© Crown Copyright and database rights from date shown above

Ordnance Survey ® licence number 100023148

SITE: Clarendon Centre, Oxford

NOTES:
1. All trees are indicatively plotted.
2. The site is located within the Central 
Conservation Area.
3. Tree 3 is protected by a TPO (Ref T1 
Oxford City Council Frewin Hall)
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Oxford City Council Frewin Hall)
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A tree survey was undertaken by James Fuller of James 
Fuller Arboriculture on the 22nd September 2020 and 
identified 3 (three) individual trees and 1 (one) group of 
trees. Although visually all trees sit outside of the site 
boundary their tree root protection areas encroach the 
development site and may be affected by future works.

The site is located within the Central Conservation Area, 
furthermore Tree 3 is protected by a Tree Preservation 
Order. The survey has highlighted that the trees fall into 
‘B’ and ‘C’ category, and all seem to be of a good/fair 
condition.

The landscape proposal will seek to retain all of the existing 
trees. In addition, a significant coverage of new trees of 
mature sizes is proposed to offset and soften the proposed 
architecture and landscape. 

Careful consideration will be given to the selection of 
species appropriate for the space - aspect, light and soil - to 
ensure the longevity of the trees for the future. 

*Note: Please refer to Tree Survey and Arboricultural 
Assessment and Method Statement by James Fuller 
Arboriculture for more details
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T1: Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Skyline’

T2: Cercidiphyllum japonicum

Existing tree subject to TPO (outside site boundary)

Existing trees to be retained (outside site)

T1: Single stem tree

T2: Multistem tree 

5.9 TREE STRATEGY

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

Trees form an essential part of the design of the landscape. 
The proposed tree strategy will complement the existing 
very limited tree cover in the area. 

The tree layer also forms an important component in the 
wayfinding strategy across the site and help to guide 
people into the square, strengthen the character areas and 
link spaces.

Trees will planted at good sizes, with appropriate tree pits 
incorporating structural soil support to protect archaeology 
underneath and adequate root management systems to 
ensure long term viability.

Careful coordination has been carried out to ensure 
services and structures do not compromise the growth or 
health proposed trees.

TOTAL TREES EXISTING (WITHIN SITE BOUNDARY): 0
TOTAL TREES PROPOSED: 27

Tree Strategy Diagram

KEY
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5.9 TREE STRATEGY - PROPOSED TREES

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Skyline’ - Honey Locust Skyline
copes well with reflected heat and light bouncing off pave-
ments and buildings making it a fine prospect for inner city 
planting.

Proposed size- min 25-30cm girth

Height: 15 - 20 m, fast growing
Crown: wide ovoid to round, half-open crown
Bark and branches: grey bark, branches from red brown to 
olive brown
Leaf: pinnate and twice-pinnate, dark green, 20 - 25cm, 
feathered leaf
Attractive autumn colour: yellow
Soil moisture: suitable for dry soil, withstand short flood
Paving: tolerates paving
Wind resistance: good

Cercidiphyllum japonicum - Katsura Tree
A multistem tree with an ovate, later wider and eventually 
round crown when mature. It is densely branched and has 
many thin twigs at the ends. The trunk is smooth at first, but 
when maturing it gets deep grooves and peeling vertical 
bark strips. 

Proposed size- min 300/350 H multistem

Height: 6 - 12 m
Crown: at first ovate, later round
Bark and branches: grey, grooved, when maturing peeling 
in fleshy flakes
Leaf: ovate to almost round, mat green, 5 - 10 cm
Attractive autumn colour: yellow, orange
Soil moisture: withstand long flood
Paving: tolerates partial paving
Wind resistance: good

T1: Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Skyline’ - in summer

T2: Cercidiphyllum japonicum- in summer

T1: Gleditsia triacanthos ‘Skyline’ - in autumn

T2: Cercidiphyllum japonicum - in autumn
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In order to protect the archaeology below ground, we are 
proposing the use of structural soil cells to provide trees 
with suitable conditions that promote healthy growth 
without disturbing the archaeological existences below. 

The proposed structural soil cell system will provide 
pavement support for pedestrian loads in the square whilst 
providing free uncompacted soil for root zone to grown and 
trees to flourish in this urban environment. 

Tree pit typical detail - Green Blue Urban 

5.9 TREE STRATEGY - CONSIDERATIONS

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES
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Proposed planting areas

Shade tolerant planting

Lush green wall planting

5.10 SOFT LANDSCAPE

5 LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

KEY

There is very little designated planting areas within the 
design but the idea behind the planting design is that it 
is meant to be lush and as naturalistic as possible. The 
planting strategy celebrates the natural life cycle of plants 
and gardens, and the role we play as humans within that.

Spring will see the landscape full of fresh sprouting green 
(and possibly the flowers) of shrubs and the profusely 
flowering bulbs within Brasenose Garden Court.

In May and June the flowering perennials will come into 
their own to reach their zenith at the height of Summer (July 
and August). 

Then the planting will be allowed to slow down (rhythmic 
to people’s own movement and life cycles) until the last 
perennials finally finish flowering in November.

It is important to remember that even after autumn, planting 
can remain attractive. Many perennials and ornamental 
grasses have beautiful winter silhouettes that keep the 
planting interesting until the next spring, whilst seed heads 
offer a fantastic winter resource for birds.

Green wall 

Ornamental shade tolerant planting

Climbers and groundcover planting
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Bulbs may include: Camassia leichtlinii caerulea, Leucojum aestivum, Eranthis hyemalis, Galanthus nivalis ‘Sandersii’, Anemone nemorosa, Allium ursinum, Hyacinthoides non-scripta

5.10 SOFT LANDSCAPE - PLANTING PALETTE

5 LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

Viburnum opulus Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Pallida’ Rosa canina Euonymus europea

Anemone x hybrida ‘Honorine Jobert’ Heuchera villosa Molinia caerulea ‘Moorhexe’ Astrantia major ‘Claret’

Lonicera henryi Trachylospermum jasminoides Hydrangea anomala subsp. petiolaris Hedera helix

SHRUBS

Shrubs will add height and layers to the planting design 
acting as structural element.

Typical species may include:
Cornus spp
Hamamelis x intermedia ‘Pallida’
Rosa canina
Viburnum opulus 
Salix irrorata

HERBACEOUS /PERENNIALS

Main body of proposed planting scheme. Ever-changing 
herbaceous perennials will provide the lightness and airy 
feel to the space.

Typical species may include:
Eupatorium maculatum ‘Riesenschirm’
Molinia caerulea ‘Moorhexe’
Anemone x hybrida ‘Honorine Jobert’
Astrantia major ‘Claret’
Heuchera villosa 
Deschampsia cespitosa ‘Goldschleier’
Geranium nodosum
Anemanthele lessoniana

CLIMBERS

To root the new development within its setting, climbers will 
be used to green up the walls where possible.

Typical species may include:
Hedera helix
Trachylospermum jasminoides
Lonicera henryi 
Hydrangea anomala subsp. petiolaris
Pileostegia viburnoides
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5.11 GREEN WALL

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

A modular green wall is proposed to the back of the 
Barclay’s building to create the visual connection between 
the ground floor landscape and roof gardens, and also to 
act as a marker to the lift location.

The idea is that the modular system is soil based (please 
see next page for more details) with an automatic irrigation 
system and appropriate drainage. Once the design is 
finalised and species for the wall selected, all wall modules 
will be pre-planted at the nursery and grown for minimum 
10 weeks prior to installation on site to provide the instant 
effect.

It is intended that the planting becomes ‘wooly’ and bushy 
(as The Oasis of Aboukir green wall by Patrick Blanc in 
Paris) and that it will create similar language of undulations 
on the vertical plane as the one used within the paving.

The aim is that the green wall will become a feature and a 
focal point and with time will become a recognised tourist 
attraction of Oxford.

Planting design (2013)
The Oasis of Aboukir green wall by Patrick Blanc in Paris

Before green wall installation (2010)
The Oasis of Aboukir green wall by Patrick Blanc in Paris

When first installed in 2013
The Oasis of Aboukir green wall by Patrick Blanc in Paris

Planting getting established in 2013/2014
The Oasis of Aboukir green wall by Patrick Blanc in Paris

Thriving and flourishing in 2017
The Oasis of Aboukir green wall by Patrick Blanc in Paris

Night time view
The Oasis of Aboukir green wall by Patrick Blanc in Paris
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5.11 GREEN WALL - SYSTEM

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

1

2

3

4

9

8

7

5

6

1. Indicative brick or concrete surface

2. Vertical Omega carrier rail

3. Waterproof membrane

4. 48x12mm ANS Fixing Rail

5. Osma Squareline Gutter or client, or other specified

6. ANS Living Wall Module 500x250x100mm

7. 16mm vertical irrigation pipe

8. Planting (to be agreed with Landscape Architect)

9. 16mm inline emitter pressure regulated irrigation pipe

ansgroupglobal.com+44 (0)1243 545818 enquiries@ans.global 17

System
 - M

o
d

ule

8 modules per m²

Manufactured in 
the UK from 100% 
recycled material

No visual exposure 
of the module on the 

frontage

In extreme weather the 
module is designed to 

expand externally

Modules are planted 
and established prior to 

installation
96 plants per m²

No man-made 
growing mediums, 

mineral wools or 
other fibres are used

72kg per m²

Wind resistant 
to 140 mph

Central section is separate 
to allow for deeper root 

movement in the module.  
This allows for larger plant 

species to develop.

500mm

250mm

100mm

System module

It is proposed to use modular natural soil based green wall 
system by ANS Group Global or other and approved.

This living wall system uses a natural soil based media as
the plant substrate. The plants are therefore growing in their 
natural environment which allows for healthy natural growth. 

The system allows for a huge range of plant species and the 
planting facilitates creativity with shapes and patterns. The 
living wall can be installed fully established giving instant 
impact. 

Natural soil is a long term stable environment for the plants, 
even if the irrigation should fail, the plants root hairs are 
protected by the contracting soil guaranteeing longevity of 
the wall.
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The proposed site wide SuDS strategy has being developed 
in close coordination with Walsh Engineers. 

The strategy is looking to use a series of SuDS - including 
SuDS compliant paving, attenuation tank and blue roofs 
across the site.

The rainwater on the paving of the square is collected 
with a series of slot drains and then directed to the below 
ground storage / attenuation tank.

Blue roof storage will be located underneath the proposed 
roof terrace, biodiverse roof and areas of plant.  

 

5.12 SUDS STRATEGY

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

SuDS compliant paving with slot drain

Blue roof underneath green roof and roof terraceSuDS strategy diagram

KEY

SuDS compliant paving

Indicative attenuation tank

Indicative blue roof

*Note: Please refer to Below Ground Drainage and 
SUDS Strategy by Walsh Engineers for more details
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Biodiverse green roof with PV cells 

Bird boxes

Native plants e.g. viburnum to improve biodiversity

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

5.12 ECOLOGY AND BIODIVERSITY

Potential loggeries

Potential bird boxes

Potential insect hotels

Indicative green roof habitat

According to the Ecology Appraisal carried out in August 
2020, the habitats recorded on site include buildings and 
hard-standing. As the site and adjacent areas are of low 
ecological value, there is no potential for any significant 
habitat impacts from the proposed development. 

There is however opportunity to enhance the site 
ecologically as part of the proposal through the provision of 
green roof habitat and the installation of bird boxes.

It is recommended that 12 swift bird boxes are installed 
within shaded elevations of proposed buildings (please 
refer to architects proposal for details).

In addition of the above and to provide further 
improvements to the ecology and biodiversity, the design 
will introduce:

•  Habitat piles/loggeries within planting areas and  
green roofs

•  Insect hotels within planting areas, green wall 
(including climbers) and green roofs

•  Additional bird boxes on proposed trees within green 
wall 

Ecology and biodiversity diagram

*Note: Please refer to the Ecological Appraisal 
Report by BSG Ecology for more details

KEY
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Boulders and flexible tables and chairs

Sculptural seating 

Long linear bench

5.13 SITE FURNITURE 

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

KEY

Movable tables and chairs

Sculptural seating 

Natural boulders

Long Bench 

Focal point 

Seating to Brasenose Garden Court 

Cycle storage with cycle racks

Large cycle stand (Student accommodation) 

Cycle stand (Frewin Court and Shoe Lane)

Furniture diagram

The choice of furniture has a significant impact on 
the character and feeling of spaces. The types and 
arrangement of furniture in each space will respond to uses 
and programme and will provide rest stops at key locations.

The main urban element in the public square comes from 
natural stone boulders. These are proposed as a conceptual 
expression of the Oxford’s Cotswold rocks and will 
complement the natural paving. Boulders will be a playful 
element that also will be used as informal seating.

A cluster of sculptural seating in the centre of the square, 
and movable tables and chairs are proposed in both the 
square and street. These provide socialising and flexible use 
creating sticky streets spaces.

A long timber bench is proposed in Frewin Court Yard and 
a series of benches in Brasenose Garden Yard to provide 
quiet seating in this secluded spaces. The bench in Frewin 
Court Yard will be designed with backrest and armrests 
for comfort and to prevent rough sleep and antisocial 
behaviour.
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5.14 FLEXIBLE USE

Movable tables and chairs

Temporary gazebos 

Flexible furniture

Standard 3x3m gazebos / stalls

KEY

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

Flexible use diagram

The Clarendon Square has been designed to be flexible and 
to provide free space for pop-ups, market gazebos or art 
installations. 

The diagram illustrates the potential position of 4no. 3x3m 
stalls with the opportunity of locate more if required. 
Movable tables and chairs will provide an extra layer for the 
flexible use of the space.
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5.15 LIGHTING

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

Lighting strategy diagram

Lighting to buildings, planting and furniture

Lighting column to square

KEY

Tree uplights

Lighting columns

Lighting to building collumns

Recessed lighting to furniture

Building facade lighting

Planting uplighters

Waterfeature lighting

Skylight lighting

Green wall lighting

Lighting across the proposed development contriutes to 
creating a welcoming and safe environment at dusk and 
night time.

It plays a functional and aesthetic role, ensuring that 
required lux levels are met and that individual lighting 
features remain attractive as a part of wider landscape and 
architectural proposals.

The principles of the lighting strategy are as follows: 

•    A clear hierarchy of fittings is established so that 
lighting elements can respond to their location

•    The external lighting aims to create a landscape which 
is sensitive towards the needs of local wildlife and 
reduces light pollution and light spill into adjacent 
buildings

•    Softer lighting could be used in areas of seating and 
socialising,  with brighter light for footways

•    Uplighters should be used sparingly for increased effect 
and to highlight selected trees, as well as to reduce 
impacts upon nesting birds

•    Appropriate luminaires will be selected to ensure that 
they will reduce spill light and glare to a minimum, in 
particular when located close to student bedrooms

 



Clarendon Centre | Stage 3 Landscape Report | January 2021
75

5.15 LIGHTING - NIGHT VIEW 

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

Night view of Clarendon Square
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5.16 WAYFINDING STRATEGY

Signage and branding

Building and entrances information

Main entrances information

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

Main entrances to site

General information

Lift to public roof terrace

KEY

Signage is an important visual reference point that has a 
role to play in the distinctive and overall character for the 
Clarendon Centre. 

Signage and information messaging will be required to 
provide basic advise on locations and facilities as well as to 
aid future management of the centre.

We have identified key sign locations and principles for the 
future detailed design. 

We have established the principle that signage will be wall 
mounted or integrated into the landscape without forming 
additional clutter.

The signage may also form part of the future art strategy for 
the site.

At Stage 3 we propose the signage be conditioned by the 
planning authority for detailing at Stage 4.

Wayfinding diagram
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5.17 ART STRATEGY

As highlighted in the Art Strategy prepared by ROSSITER 
DESIGN STUDIO Public Art Consultants, it is agreed 
that the public artworks will be an integral part of the 
architectural design for the new development. The public 
art programme will be of high quality accessibility and 
sense of place.

The locations for the public art commissions will consider 
the scope for the artwork to enhance the new development 
and reach its greatest potential through collaboration with 
its architectural and landscape design.

Artists/crafts people both local and national will be 
short listed by a public art panel formed of the client 
representatives, lead architect, lead landscape architect, 
and public art consultant for the appropriate locations for 
the site. 

Short listed artists will be paid a sketch design fee and 
respond to a written brief that will encourage contemporary 
work unique to the development.

A briefing, site visit and question and answer will be held 
for short listed artists led by the public art consultant with 
architect and landscape architect. This will be followed by a 
4 week sketch design phase.

The art strategy will have a number of landscape 
components and they fall within the following categories:

 • Signage and wayfinding
 • Information points
 • Sculptural benches
 • Focal points
 • Lighting

Each will be developed as a suite to provide a consistent 
quality and adding to the Clarendon’s distinctive character.

The objectives are to:

•    Create an opportunity for artwork/artworks of high 
quality and endurance

•    Stimulate visual interest for the general public, the users 
of the new development

•    Create an opportunity for artists and crafts people 
to make a contribution to creating a landmark 
development.

Considerations:

•    Public art is a collaborative process and artists / crafts 
people will need to keep an open mind

•    Architectural and landscape objectives and vision and 
scale and materials need to be taken into account

•    Key sight lines and viewpoints
•    Daytime and night-time usage
•    Durability and low maintenance
•    How the public will engage with the artwork
•    All technical issues will need to be agreed with 

architects / landscape architects, contractors and 
engineers

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

Paving Lighting

Sculptural focal points Small scale art

Wayfinding Marking thresholds

9

Rossiter Design Studio Public Art Consultants November 18 2020

Small Scale Artworks

8

Clarendon Oxford Public Arts Strategy

Sculptural focal points
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5.17 ART STRATEGY

5. LANDSCAPE STRATEGIES

Proposed art strategy locations - subject to detailed design

KEY

Focal point / art

Trees as focal point

Marker - meeting point

Sculptural benches

Wayfinding on paving
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6. LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE & MANAGEMENT PLAN

1.0 INTRODUCTION 
The following information will provide a series of general 
recommendations and processes that will sustain the 
quality of the soft landscape within the development after 
it has been implemented. 

The strategy is for planting that is low and moderate 
levels of maintenance but provides both aesthetic and 
biodiversity value. 

1.1 ECOLOGY
Management of planting within Brasenose Garden Court as well as climbing plants 
elsewhere will be sympathetic to wildlife, with some relaxation of cutting of shrubs during 
summer months to allow birds to nest without disturbance. 

Contractors will be reminded of their obligations and responsibilities with respect to 
wildlife. They will be informed of these recommendations and works monitored by a 
suitably qualified and experienced person to ensure compliance.

1.2 AIMS
 • To achieve exemplary standards of maintenance using the available maintenance 

resources.
 • To adopt appropriate, ‘site specific;’ methods of maintenance.
 • To ensure health and safety of all residents and visitors to the site.
 • To ensure that all landscape elements, hard and soft, are safe and that all measures 

have been taken to minimise risk of injury and damage to people and properties.
 • All areas to be inspected regularly and any works that become necessary in respect to 

the condition of vegetation and cleaning of surfaces to be carried out.
 • To ensure that the landscape character is maintained as intended at design inception.
 • Elements and areas to be maintained at form / shape / condition as intended at design 

conception.

1.3 PLANTING OBJECTIVES
 • Promote healthy growth and optimum display of all plants.
 • Ensure development of plant form and shape.
 • Ensure control of invasive weeds. 
 • Ensure maximum ecological potential of the site. 
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6. LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE & MANAGEMENT PLAN

2.0 TREE MAINTENANCE
UK based Tree Nurseries, Deepdale and Glendale, were consulted for the most 
current advice on tree planting and maintenance. 

All new trees to be supplied root balled where possible and planted in the 
dormant season (October-March/ April).

Guying:
All proposed trees are of semi mature or other good size and tree guards have 
not been requested nor should they be required. All proposed trees should 
be guyed below ground (drive in anchor systems), therefore no above ground 
staking/guying should be required. 

Watering:
In the first few years (typically 2-3 years) after planting, trees must be watered. 
The recommended quantities of water will depend on specific site conditions 
(i.e. whether the tree is at the top or bottom of a bank). Note: typically, all new 
trees should be planted in free draining soil.
 
After planting: 
For trees in soft landscape: 
 • After planting form a watering border slightly narrower than the root ball 

and roughly 15cm tall. This border will help funnel water into the root ball, 
without it the water will simply seep into the surrounding soil. 

 • Fill the watering border up approx. 2x after planting, to fill all the air 
pockets in the soil (that occur during planting). 

Deciduous trees: 
 • Should be planted without leaves on (dormant season) and watered as 

above and thereafter from Spring to the regime outlined below.
 • If deciduous trees are planted in the Summer, they will need watering after 

planting (see above) and then minimum every second/third day (3 times a 
week).

 • If the Winters are very dry - it is recommended to fill the watering border 
1-2 x per month. 

Ongoing watering:
When to start watering:
 • Watering should commence in late Spring when the ground first dries out 

to a depth of 50mm. 

When to stop watering:
 • Trees generally stop taking up water in late September (does not include 

evergreen trees which need water all year round). 
 
How often:
 • Ensure that the root ball does not dry out and keep in mind that a tree 

may need to be watered regularly, even when the weather is damp. If there 
is a long dry spell, trees whose roots grow slowly may dry out even in the 
third or fourth year. 

Good husbandry:
All young and transplanted trees to be maintained in a good condition. Notes 
should be taken of any dead, diseased, damaged or vandalised trees as 
necessary. Dead trees shall be removed within weeks and replaced during the 
appropriate planting season. 

All young trees and mature trees (to a height of 2m) shall be maintained free 
of suckers, basal and epicormic growth at all times. An allowance of 75mm 
growth shall be allowed between maintenance operations. Suckers and 
epicormic growth are defined as shoots from latent buds from the basal area 
of the stem or trunk of the tree. 

Summer watering Regime:

Stem girth (cm) Height (m) Light/ sandy 
soil (ltrs) 

Average/
Loam (ltrs)

Heavy/Clay 
soil (ltrs)

16/18cm 3.0-3.5 30 25 12
18/20cm 3.5-4.0 40 30 15
20/25cm 4.0-4.5 50 35 17
25/30cm 4.5-5.0 60 40 20
30/35cm 5.0-5.5 70 45 25

All suckers, basal and epicormic growth shall be removed flush to the main 
stem of the tree, taking care to prevent damage to the bark. Suckers shall 
be cut back to the point of origin. Where necessary, excavation shall be 
undertaken to expose the origin of the sucker and back- filled to ground level 
on completion of the operation. 

Dead leaves and debris contained within suckers, basal and epicormic growth 
shall be left to rot in root area in suitable locations. All arisings shall be 
removed from site.

Only approved pruning knives, secateurs, heavy-duty pruners, loppers and 
hand pruning saws shall be used. No mechanical equipment shall be used for 
this operation. 

Pruning:
Formative pruning of young trees shall take place where necessary, ensuring 
co-dominate stems, crossed branches are removed. Pruning cuts are to be in 
accordance with good arboricultural practice – BS Standard 5837: 2012. 

Pruning shall be carried out using a sharp handsaw or secateurs. Pruning 
cuts are to avoid cutting into the branch collar and are to be kept as small as 
possible. 

Tree work standards: to BS 3998 and Forestry and Arboricultural Training and 
Safety Council Safety Guidance. Protect adjacent structures, plants or trees.

Arboricultural work shall not be carried out in the bird nesting season, i.e. 
between the end of February and the end of July. Arboricultural work and 
maintenance operations must avoid harm to ground flora, over wintering bird 
and bat habitat.

Remove any suckers or basal growth to create a well-balanced natural 
appearance. Cut back level with source stem or root.

Chain saw work: operatives must hold a Certificate of Competence. 

Where possible, prunings to be utilised in the creation and maintenance of 
habitat piles in unobtrusive areas.
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Weeding Tree Bases:
Tree bases growing within tree pits shall be maintained weed- free at all times 
by manual means. Weeds, moss, other plant growth, litter and all debris shall 
be removed by hand from the base of trees and remove suckers and basal 
epicormic shoots. 

Mulch:
Mulches are best applied from mid to late Spring and Autumn, when the soil 
is moist and warm. It is best to avoid applying mulches in Winter and early 
Spring as the soil is too cold, and in Summer, when it will be dry. They can be 
applied around new plantings or to established beds and specimen plants. 

Depth required: Top up mulch to a thickness of 30mm. Do not exceed this 
depth.

Material: Wood chip or leaf mould around the base of a tree (6-month-old 
woodchip is ideal)

Trees in planting beds: Place the mulch in a mound about 1m in diameter 
around the tree, where trees are in borders refer section 4.2.6 . Don’t pile it up 
against the tree in a cone: create a donut shape with a hollow in the centre at 
the base of the trunk to stop the base of the tree rotting or putting out roots 
above ground. Preferably mulch onto damp soil.

3.0 SHRUB, ORNAMENTAL GRASSES & PERENNIAL 
MIXES MAINTENANCE
Pruning and weeding:
Any vegetation which has encroached into walkways should be cut back as 
required and the debris removed. 

At the end of the growing season, check all shrubs and remove obtrusive dead 
wood and broken damaged branches and stems. Shaping shall be carried out 
in late spring. 

Methods of pruning shall differ for species and varieties within Genera, 
and where there is doubt regarding the appropriate method, this should be 
confirmed with a suitably qualified specialist. 

During pruning all dead matter shall be removed and all arisings shall be 
removed from site. 

6. LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE & MANAGEMENT PLAN

Plant encroachment:
 • Any vegetation which has encroached into drainage outlets, walkways and 

the vegetation barriers (pebbles) should be removed.
 • The vegetation removed may be set aside and used to repair any bare 

patches if required (see below). 
 • If movement/settlement of the pebble vegetation barrier has occurred, 

additional washed stone pebbles similar to the existing are to be added. 

Monitor the colour and rate of growth:
 • The colour and rate of growth of the vegetation should be reviewed to 

establish the health of the plants. 
 • It should be noted that many factors can affect the growth and colour of 

the vegetation and that plants tend to be greener in wetter, mild conditions 
(springtime) and where the roof pitch is shallow.

Weeding:
 • With the exception of saplings, which should always be removed, weeds 

in an extensive green roof should be considered as a problem only of 
aesthetics. 

 • If considered excessive, they can be removed either manually or by using a 
‘spot weed wipe’, ensuring that care is taken to follow specific instructions 
regarding the use of any proprietary products. 

 • After the removal of weeds and saplings, treat the affected area as if it were 
a bare patch. All extensive green roof installations will at times include some 
moss and grass.

Repairing Bare Patches:
 • Bare patches can be easily repaired and this is best done during the 

main growing seasons of March/April or from late August until the end of 
September. Take vegetation cuttings from surrounding areas of abundant 
growth and place on bare patches, pressing gently into the soil. 

 • A light sprinkling of sand mixed with compost should then be dressed over 
the affected area to improve the uptake of the cuttings. The best results will 
be achieved if this work is carried out during spring maintenance and the 
affected area is kept moist for a short period afterwards.

Irrigation:
 • It is generally not considered necessary to irrigate biodiverse green 

roof systems. It is, however, always advisable to ensure that there is a 
water supply point adjacent to the green roof, both to assist with general 
maintenance and as a precaution against extreme drought conditions.

Timing: Unless otherwise specified or instructed, prune:
• Shrubs flowering between March and July immediately after the flowering 
period.
• Shrubs flowering between July and October back to old wood in winter

For the perennial grasses, in later winter/spring, tease out dead foliage by 
gently running fingers through it. Pull out any self-seedlings if spotted.
If they require cutting back or thinning to regenerate growth (if foliage 
becomes straw like), divide/ cut back to 100mm in spring.

Watering:
Shrub borders shall be watered as required to ensure the continued survival 
and health of the planting. Soil to be wet to full rooting depth. If water supply 
is restricted by emergency legislation, an alternative suitable source of water 
should be sourced. 

All planting to receive watering for at least the first two growing season. 
Always take into account published meteorological data on rainfall for any 
periods, in particular during periods of Spring drought (April, May and June).

Mulch:
Depth required: top up mulch to a thickness of 30mm. Do not exceed this 
depth.

Material: Wood chip or leaf mould (6-month-old woodchip is ideal).

Don’t pile mulch up against / directly on any plants. Apply on the surrounding 
soil, with a donut shape/ hollow around plants, to stop the base of the plants 
rotting or putting out roots above ground. Clear mulch which has migrated 
onto hard surfaces and grass areas.

4.0 BIODIVERSE GREEN ROOF
General maintenance is normally carried out annually during springtime. 
However, certain tasks which will be dependent upon the location of the roof, 
such as the removal of weeds, seedlings and accumulated leaf litter from 
overhanging trees may also need to be done during the autumn. 

The following tasks should be carried out annually:
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6. LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE & MANAGEMENT PLAN

5.0 BRITISH STANDARDS
Where a British Standard exists for materials or methods to be used in these 
operations, the minimum requirements of the latest standard shall apply unless 
otherwise stated. British Standards which apply include:
 • BS 3882 ‘Topsoil’
 • BS 3998 ‘Recommendations for Tree Work’
 • BS 7370 Part 4 ‘Pruning’
 • BS 3975 Glossary for Landscape Work
 • BS 4428 Code of Practice for General Landscape Operations 

6.0 GENERAL RUBBISH & CLEANLINESS
Rubbish:
The maintenance team should keep the site free from rubbish and debris on a 
regular basis. Pesticides and other hazardous materials shall be handled, stored 
and disposed of in accordance with statutory regulations.

All non-green waste shall be removed from site to a suitable tip. 

All green waste that has arisen as a result of non-chemical maintenance 
operations should be recycled. Any fallen dead wood from mature trees should 
be stacked as habitat piles where possible. Woody arisings produced from 
pruning operations are to be chipped and used for mulch. All arisings produced 
as a result of herbicide operations are to be taken to tip.

Cleanliness:
At the end of each day of the visit, the Contractor shall remove from site all 
rubbish, trimmings and superfluous material, leaving the works in a clean 
and tidy condition. Particular attention shall be paid ensuring all areas of hard 
standing are left in a clean condition, free from any soil, mud, mulch, leaves, 
cuttings and plant prunings.

7. PESTICIDES & HERBICIDES
Pesticides:
Pesticides may only be used during agreed time or with written consent of the 
Employer. Contractors must abiding to relevant legislations like:
 • Control of Pollution Act 1974
 • Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 2002 

Herbicides:
Prior to the employment of any herbicide, give information about product trade 
name, formulation, proposed rate of application and method to be adopted for 
approval. 

Selected herbicide must been cleared under the Control of Pesticides 
Regulations 1986. The herbicide must be appropriate for the stated purpose and 
that the method of use will comply with the manufacturer’s recommendations.
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Soft Landscape

Hard Landscape

Landscape Elements

Site Boundary

Existing trees to be retained

Proposed trees

Planting Type 1 - Brasenose Garden Court
Shade tolerant perennials and bulbs
Planting Type 2 - Frewin Court
Ornamental shade tolerant and climbers

P1 - Main pedestrian links
Natural stone setts, buff colour, flamed finished
150 x 150 mm

F9 - Temporary parking bays

F7 - Water rill with grating

F1 - Sculptural bench with back rest

F6 - Feature wall / water feature

F8 - Play equipment - Water pump

Planting Type 3 - Clarendon Square
Green roof

F5 - Movable table and chairs

F4 - Natural stone boulder

F11 - Sheffield cycle stands

F12 - Paving undulations

P2 - Building threshold and Frewin Court
Natural stone setts, buff colour, brushed finished
100 x 100 mm
P3 - Undulations
Natural stone setts buff colour, brushed finished
50 x 50 mm
P4 - Brasenose Garden Court
Natural stone flags, buff colour, flamed finish
450 x 450 mm
P5 - Band paving to Doorstep
Natural stone with infill text

F3 - Timber bench with/without back rest

F2 - Long bench with back rest

F10 - Standalone cycle shelter

F13 - Focal point

F14 - Fence and gate

F15 - Lift to fifth floor public roof terrace

F16 - Building overhang
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NOTES:

1. This drawing is to be read in conjunction with all relevant contract
documentation from the design team, with any conflicting information to
be brought to the attention of Farrer Huxley Associates in writing before
commencing on site.

2. The contractor is to check and verify all levels and dimensions before
construction.  Any discrepancies are to be brought to the attention of
Farrer Huxley Associates in writing before commencing on site.

3. All dimensions in mm, unless otherwise stated.

4. Do not scale from this drawing.

5. All sub base and concrete design and specification to engineer's
details. All diagrams provided here are purely indicative.

6. Waterproofing of any element to be specified by others.

7. All proprietary products shall be installed in accordance with
manufacturers written instructions.

8. Plant numbers are an indication only and plants should be ordered to
suit site areas in accordance with scheduled plant densities.

9. Any proposed plant substitution shall be agreed with the landscape
architect prior to ordering.
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NOTES:

1. This drawing is to be read in conjunction with all relevant contract
documentation from the design team, with any conflicting information to
be brought to the attention of Farrer Huxley Associates in writing before
commencing on site.

2. The contractor is to check and verify all levels and dimensions before
construction.  Any discrepancies are to be brought to the attention of
Farrer Huxley Associates in writing before commencing on site.

3. All dimensions in mm, unless otherwise stated.

4. Do not scale from this drawing.

5. All sub base and concrete design and specification to engineer's
details. All diagrams provided here are purely indicative.

6. Waterproofing of any element to be specified by others.

7. All proprietary products shall be installed in accordance with
manufacturers written instructions.

8. Plant numbers are an indication only and plants should be ordered to
suit site areas in accordance with scheduled plant densities.

9. Any proposed plant substitution shall be agreed with the landscape
architect prior to ordering.
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NOTE:

Existing levels and proposed levels are based on the survey data and
indicative only at this stage.
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