
 

P
   C

   A
 

PRE-CONSTRUCT ARCHAEOLOGY 

CLARENDON SHOPPING CENTRE,  

52 CORNMARKET STREET, OXFORD,  

OX1 3JE 

 

 

 

 

ADDENDUM REPORT ON 55-58 

CORNMARKET STREET EXCAVATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER 2020 

 

 

 

 

 



Clarendon Shopping Centre, 52 Cornmarket Street, Oxford, OX1 3JE: Addendum to Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment 

© Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited, November 2020 

  REVIEW OF EXCAVATIONS AT 55 TO 58 CORNMARKET STREET 

1 Introduction 

1.1 The following is an addendum document to the Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment (DBA) 

for the Clarendon Shopping Centre, Oxford1, and has been prepared following comments from 

David Radford (Oxford City Council Archaeologist) suggesting a further detailed study of the 

results from the excavations within the footprint of the development area at 55-58 Cornmarket 

Street (1962), which forms part of the wider redevelopment, would be beneficial to support the 

findings of the DBA.  

1.2 It was originally intended that this review would be undertaken in conjunction with an inspection 

of the original engineering records for the Clarendon Centre to further inform upon predictive 

depths of archaeological deposits and modern impact within the development area. However, 

to date the engineering records have not been located (these are not held at the Oxford History 

Centre and PCA still await a response from the Local Planning Authority to enquiries placed 

with them). Likewise, Ordnance Datum heights are not available for the excavations at 55 to 58 

Cornmarket Street, which make detailed predictive modelling of the site problematic. 

Nevertheless, the process has provided further information with which to consider the likely 

survival of archaeological deposits across the wider site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 PCA 2020 Clarendon Shopping Centre, 52 Cornmarket Street, Oxford, OX1 3JE: Archaeological Desk-Based 
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2 Archaeological Review of Excavations at 55 to 58 Cornmarket Street (January to April 

1962) 

2.1 The excavation at 55-58 Cornmarket Street in 1962 (Figure 1) formed part of three separate 

excavations that were carried out across Oxford city centre between 1959-62. The site of 55-

58 Cornmarket extends from the Cornmarket frontage through the centre of the development 

area and across to Shoe Lane, and was undertaken under the supervision of John Cherry, then 

an undergraduate, with an archaeological team formed of members of the Oxford University 

Archaeological Society. The results of the excavations were written-up from the detailed review 

of the site notes in 19852, with the obvious issues which such a process would entail. It is also 

worth noting that whilst some of the rescue excavations undertaken at that time do include 

references to Ordnance Datum heights, no such detail is available for the excavations at 55 to 

58 Clarendon Street. 

2.2 Beneath the cellar footings along the frontage of Cornmarket, evidence of late Saxon 

occupation from the 10th century was identified in the form of pits and possible sunken floor 

buildings. One of these pits (B9) measured 0.91m deep and underlay a later 11th century cellar-

pit (B1) that measured 0.99m, suggesting a combined thickness of Late Saxon archaeological 

strata in the area fronting Cornmarket of at least 1.90m. Further 11th century occupation 

extended from the cellar-pit (B1) west across the development area and comprised primarily of 

pits with another possible cellar-pit (D12) and a well (C10). The thickness of Late Saxon 

remains here ranged from 0.91–1.85m with the well (C10) containing layers of Late Saxon 

material up to 2.59m thick. However only two of the pits from this phase (D12a & G5) were fully 

excavated and the remaining features were either dug to a ‘safe-level’ or augured to establish 

depth of deposits3. 

2.3 Whilst truncated by later activity towards the frontage, medieval deposits were contained to the 

south and west extent of the site away from the Cornmarket frontage and comprised of pits 

containing pottery ranging from the 12th to 14th century indicating back-plot activity behind the 

medieval tenements. A hoard of 16th century moneyboxes was recovered from pit (G4) 

suggesting the possible activities of a small guild4. The thickness of medieval deposits within 

these features ranged from 0.84m–2.09m. However, apart from a rubble relieving-arch near 

the Cornmarket frontage, no remains of the documented shops or buildings from cartographic 

evidence were recorded during the excavation. 

 The medieval remains along the frontage of Cornmarket appear to have been completely 

removed by later post-medieval activity. A 17th century cess pit (D22) and another pit (A3) lay 

 
2 Oxoniensia Volume L (1985) Early Domestic Sites in Oxford: Excavations in Cornmarket and Queen Street, 

1959-1962. By D. Sturdy and J. Munby  

3Ibid 
4Ibid 
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underneath the houses along the street frontage and later 18th to 19th century activity, 

comprising cess-pits (A5) and a well, were also similarly sited (Sturdy and Munby 1985; 68). 

Two further wells were located in the back-plots of the tenements to the west of the site. The 

thickness of post-medieval layers within the pitting ranged from 0.51–0.92m; additionally the 

thickness of layers within one well in the west of the site was 3.51m thick. 

 

3 Conclusions 

3.1 Engineering records for the Clarendon Centre have yet to be obtained. However, it is evident 

from the investigations that towards the frontage, where post-medieval, Victorian and 

Edwardian cellars were recorded, whilst in some instances all horizontal archaeological 

stratigraphy had been removed, the lower parts of deeper cut pits still survived. The presence 

of Late Saxon sunken floor buildings along the frontage of Cornmarket Street with associated 

pits extending to the west was indicative of the possible layout of the burh in this area and would 

suggest the survival of further Late Saxon settlement patterns elsewhere within the 

development area. 

3.2 On the basis of these results it can be hypothesised that, below the cellars and basements 

along the wider Cornmarket Street frontage, archaeological survival may range between 2m of 

horizontal stratigraphy below earlier post-medieval cellars, and just the survival of truncated 

deep cut features elsewhere where later impacts are present. It can also be concluded that the 

later medieval frontage of Cornmarket Street in this area (generally recorded elsewhere 

between 1-2m below present ground level) will have been completely removed by either post-

medieval or modern activity at least as far west as the rear of the 55-58 Cornmarket Street 

excavations (see Fig 1 for these locations). In the current absence of engineering records, a 

similar level of truncation may be assumed by the construction of the Clarendon Centre itself, 

and therefore generally significant but highly variable truncation can be expected along the 

frontages. 

3.3 When specifically reviewing the remaining potential for archaeological survival for the site of 

55-58 Cornmarket Street itself, it is clear that the areas marked on Figure 1 of this addendum 

document were investigated in comparative detail during the excavations in 1962. It is 

concluded from the available records that the archaeological resource within these areas would 

have been almost entirely removed through the process of excavation and subsequent 

development, with the possible exception of the base of some of the very deepest cut 

archaeological features where it was noted that excavation ceased due to health and safety 

considerations. It is therefore considered that no further archaeological investigation is 

appropriate in this location. 

3.4 Towards the rear of the 55-58 Cornmarket Street site however, no basements were constructed 

as part of the 1962 development. Whilst no site watching brief was maintained during the 

development in this area, piles for the new building were drilled through loose rubble, and it 
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was concluded that outside these localised areas of truncation the archaeological deposits were 

likely to survive with limited truncation, much closer to the model of survival demonstrated 

during the excavations at 15-17 Clarendon Centre. Again, this level of survival away from the 

street frontages can potentially be projected across the wider site. 
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