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Land Contamination Assessment 

9 Mark Road, Oxford, OX3 8PB  

10th February 2021 

Scope of Investigation 

The investigation involved a review of information extracted from published 

documentation as well as that obtained from a site reconnaissance. 

Information regarding the current and former land uses both on and 

surrounding the site, as well as the environmental sensitivity of the site 

location as determined by factors including geology and visual inspection. 

Information analysed in this section of the report has been obtained from a 

variety of sources and included the following:  

• British Geological Survey Viewer;  

• Historical Maps; 

• Oxford City Council Planning map; and 

• A site walkover 

 

OUTLINE 

The site is an existing residential dwelling converted to a house of multiple 

occupation, of conventional construction with a private garden, with soft and 

hard landscaped areas. And detached garage, concrete construction. 

 

The British Geological Survey (BGS) online Geology of Britain Viewer shows the 

solid geology across the site comprises the Wheatley Limestone Member - 

Limestone. Sedimentary Bedrock formed approximately 157 to 164 million 

years ago in the Jurassic Period. It is considered that the online map viewer 

represents the most recent geological mapping. 

 

History 

Historical Ordnance Survey maps from old-maps.co.uk have been reviewed to 

assess the previous use of the site and surrounding area. 

 

Historically the area was open fields during the late 19th century, used as 

allotments in the early part of the 20th century, and converted to residential 

circa 1936. 
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Potential Sources of Contamination 

No evidence of tanks or storage of chemicals/fuel was noted. 

No evidence of recent made-up ground is present across the site. 

Therefore, no contaminants such as polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) 

and heavy metals/metalloids are expected.  

No further significantly contaminative land uses were noted on the historical 

planning maps in close proximity to the site and no significant contamination is 

therefore expected as a result of these. 

Ground Gas 

Radon precautions are not required. No landfill sites or areas of potentially 

infilled ground have been identified within 250 m of the site and significant 

depths of made ground are not anticipated. Therefore, no further ground gas 

investigations are considered necessary. 

 

Evidence of Contamination  

No visual or olfactory evidence of contamination was noted in the exploratory 

site investigation. No unexpected contamination was identified during the 

course of the site investigations. 

 

Conclusion 

Based on the past and current use of the site, unexpected contamination is not 

anticipated. 

 

There is no evidence of past industrial use, including ground staining, 

discoloration, chemical odours, unnatural ground conditions, industrial 

structures, oil storage on site or in the surrounding area. 

 

 

NB: photo and block plans follow on page 3: 
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Site location and surrounding area 

 


