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The proposal overcomes the existing physical 

obstacles inherent within the colleges OC Tan-

ner Building which currently prohibits access to 

key teaching and study spaces for those with 

mobility issues. The proposal takes the form of 

a new single storey accessible entrance at the 

front of college, which links internally to a new 

lift enclosure to provide inclusive access to the 

current off-limit spaces. The proposal also pro-

vides additional teaching and study facilities by 

repurposing existing vacant or underused spac-

es within the building.  

Introduction and Overview Conservation Area Context 

1.0 - 3.0    Introduction and Planning  Context 

The OC Tanner Building, originally known as 
Cherwell Edge, comprises the original house 
built by 1886 and extensions to the south and 
east added in 1908-9 designed by Basil Champ-
neys. It is not listed but is located within the 
Central (University and City) Conservation Ar-
ea. The external walls are of red brick with 
dressed details and Dutch gables. The existing 
windows are primarily white timber frame with 
single-glazed sash or casement units. 
A four-storey extension to the OC Tanner build-

ing was constructed 1993-94. This wing is the 

administrative centre of Linacre College with 

the main reception located on the raised 

ground floor and accessed via a raised terrace 

and double leaf timber entrance doors. The 

elevations of this building were designed to 

complement the character of the original and 

Champneys  elements of the OC Tanner build-

ing as illustrated by the replicated brickwork 

gable design and oriels. 

1.0 2.0 

External view of Linacre College 

Planning Status & Constraints 

The OC Tanner Building is not a Listed Building. 
The site lies within the City of Oxford’s Central 
Conservation Area but has no Article 4(2) direc-
tion in place. This site is adjacent to the Grade 
II Registered Park and Garden – University 
Parks. A Heritage Statement has been prepared 
by Edgars and Worlledge Associates which 
gives an overview of the significance of these 
heritage assets. 
 
The development plan comprises the Oxford 

Local Plan 2036 adopted June 2020. Please see 

Planning Statement for reference to full       

policies.  

3.0 
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Client Brief & Outline Proposal 5.0 

The clients brief supports the Colleges objective to 
create a built environment that meets there egali-
tarian and inclusive principles. The OC Tanner Build-
ing is the primary hub on the main campus around 
which College life revolves. However, in its current 
form the design and layout of the OC Tanner build-
ing provides a barrier to these principles as it is not 
accessible to all. This obstacle needs to be removed 
ensuring that an inclusive approach is applied to all 

4.0 -  5.0   Client Background & Brief 

Client Background 4.0 

Linacre is a vibrant and progressive post-graduate 
College of Oxford University. The College has more 
than 550 students all of whom have completed a 
first degree and are now studying for an advanced 
qualification. Linacre's prime objective is to provide 
high quality support, both intellectual and social, for 
its graduate students and Fellows. The College cur-
rently has over 50 Fellows. Most of these are Pro-
fessors, Readers and Lecturers in a wide range of 
subjects. The Fellowship includes some of Oxford's 
most distinguished scholars.  It also has over 550 
graduate student members, 75% of whom come 
from overseas, representing over 50 different coun-
tries. About half of the students live in College-
owned and managed accommodation, either on the 
main site or in houses around Oxford. Linacre is a 
friendly and informal community that offers a ma-
ture environment suitable for post-graduate study. 
It has a single Common Room, shared by students, 
Fellows and staff and members alike. Students are 
attracted to Linacre by its multi-disciplinary and 
international character, and by the fact that it is 
strongly committed to reducing its impact on the 
environment.  
 
Linacre College welcomes diversity amongst its stu-

dents, Fellowship, staff and visitors, recognising 

their contributions to the achievement of the Col-

lege’s mission that can be made by individuals from 

a wide range of backgrounds and experiences. The 

College is committed to the principle of equality of 

opportunity and inclusivity for all. 

Number of postgraduate students at the 
University of Oxford with a declared 
physical disability  

access solutions implemented to unlock critical are-
as of the building not currently available to every-
one. 
 
In addition, the proposal provides additional teach-

ing, shared study space and flexible seminar rooms 

by repurposing existing vacant or underused spaces 

within the building. Improvements made to existing 

View of the entrance to the OC Tanner Building 

The percentage (%) of disabled students at the 
University of Oxford and Linacre College. As the 
figures show, Linacre College has fallen behind 
the University average. 

academic support facilities in this important build-

ing are sympathetic and respectful of its character 

and appearance as well as the heritage significance 

of the wider Central Conservation Area and Univer-

sity Parks. 
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Proposals—Addressing Current Accessibility 
Issue to the OC Tanner Building 

6.0 

a secure, gated private courtyard. The existing 

lift provides access to the lower ground floor 

Dining Room and ground floor Common Room 

in the eastern wing of OC Tanner, including 

internal access to all four storeys of the 1993-

94 extension including the colleges administra-

tive suite. 

From the existing lift position it is difficult to 

achieve access to the western range, fronting 

St Cross Road, due to the floor levels in the 

east wing being lower than those in the west 

range. In addition there are further changes in 

level within the west range, between the north 

and south ends. Therefore, access to the col-

lege library and other key teaching spaces such 

as the Nadal, Thomas Linacre and  Tanner 

Rooms are not currently accessible from the 

existing lift on a permanent and inclusive basis. 

It has therefore been identified by the College 

that a scheme to provide a front entrance that 

people with accessibility issues can use, which 

resolves access to the key spaces in the west-

ern range is required. This will need to be in 

the form of an additional lift that is best situat-

ed to address these issues. 

This proposal seeks to promote the continued 
use of the building in its current use, while re-
solving its accessibility issues which are set out 
below. It is therefore proposed that the fabric 
of the OC Tanner Building is to be preserved, 
but improved, in a manner which will continue 
to maintain the context and character of the 
Central Conservation Area. 
 
The OC Tanner Building is the oldest part of the 
college. It contains most of the central facili-
ties; Library (former chapel), primary meeting 
and study areas (teaching/seminar), common 
room, dining room, staff offices and some stu-
dent accommodation.  
 
The OC Tanner Building is heavily used but has 
been generally well-maintained, both internally 
and externally. 
 
There is no level access to the OC Tanner build-

ing and wheelchair access to the buildings is 

not possible via the  main entrance or any part 

of the public facing South West elevation. Level 

access to the existing single lift is made via a 

protracted external route circumnavigating the 

OC Tanner Building to re-enter it at the rear via 

6.0    Prosopals 

Current lift access arrangement to the rear of the OC Tanner Building  
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6.0    Proposals 

A review of potential sites for the lift shaft re-
sulted in two possible locations: 
 
1.0  Inserting the lift shaft within the recess 
 on the North East elevation adjoining the 
 Library. 
 
Advantages: 
 
• Located at the rear of the building it is 

less visible in the wider Conservation 
Area, being away from the main south. 
west public façade to St Cross Road 

• Limited loss and disturbance of existing 
built fabric. 

2.0 Inserting the lift shaft within the re-
entrant service yard on the public 
South West elevation    adjoining the 
Library. 

 
Advantages: 
 
• Located on the main façade is more di-

rect and inclusive, for use by members of 
college and the visiting public. 

• A lift in this position provides access to 
all the areas within the OC Tanner  

 building. 

Disadvantages: 
 
• Access to the lift would be via the rear 

of the building. Therefore, in terms of 
inclusivity the situation has not been 
addressed and resolved. 

• A lift in this position will only provide 
access to the Library and Tanner Room 
but due to intermediate changes in 
floor level adjacent to both of these 
spaces, it will not provide access to the 
rest of the western range from this 
location.  

• A lift in this position will require the 

replacement and repositioning of the 

external fire escape staircase at the 

south end of the building.  

 
Disadvantages: 
 
• More sensitive location within the con
 text of the Conservation Area. 
• Potentially more alterations to the ex-

isting building’s fabric. 

Given that the key driver for the project is to 

resolve accessibility and inclusivity issues, the 

only solution that can address these points is 

to locate an additional lift at the front of the 

building. We believe that the perceived disad-

vantages of this location can be mitigated and 

also prove to be a positive addition and contri-

bution to the OC Tanner building and the Cen-

tral Conservation Area, through careful and 

considered design. 

Lift shaft inserted into recess in NE Elevation 

Lift shaft inserted into service yard on the main public SW Elevation 
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The proposed site is a re-entrant service yard 
cum lightwell. The yard relates to a similar but 
smaller recess on the North East elevation to 
form a narrow waist. A legible visual and physi-
cal break to identify the hierarchy of spaces on 
either side and to externally express their 
differing forms and internal functions. 
 
The South West façade at the southern end of 
the yard is the former chapel, now library, a 
large single volume space, which sits over the 
ground floor Tanner room, a space of equal 
size. Externally the buildings composition  is 
Queen Anne in style being refined and sym-
metrical; with an ornate Dutch gable under 
which sits a pedimented brick bay supported 
on stone bracketry, composed around a large 
Gothic style stone tracery window. 
 
The South West Façade on the northern side of 

the yard is handled in a more paired back prag-

matic style, with its brick only aesthetic and the 

fenestration pattern reflecting  the  buildings 

cellular internal layout.  

Spanning across the face of the yard at first 

floor level and connecting these two distinct 

architectural compositions is a narrow brick 

bridge structure with a plain tile pitch roof. The 

bridge articulated with painted flat arch down-

stand lintels. A pair of centrally located leaded 

trefoil windows set within a stone surround 

articulate an otherwise blank brick façade.  

The internal courtyard walls are articulated in 

the same manner as the northern range; sash 

windows under flat brick arches responding to 

the needs of cellular spaces inside. Yet they are 

clearly subservient in scale and detail to those 

on the main South West Façade and reflect and 

address the ˋback of houseˊ functions. The low-

er ground floor service yard is deliberately set 

below that of the main forecourt, to be subser-

vient within the architects overall composition. 

Site Appraisal & Constraints 7.0 

7.0     Site Appraisal & Constraints 

OC Tanner Building from St Cross Road 
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In recent times the courtyard walls have been 

painted and service pipework runs along the 

walls connecting to the colleges plant room, an 

open brick wall enclosure at lower ground    

level.    

Infilling the service yard space will partially lose 
its visual presence within its built and urban 
context and as a consequence will have an im-
pact on the buildings original architectural nar-
rative. The design will ensure that the recess 
and bridge structure can still be read by setting 
back the ground and first floor elements. Build-
ings are not in themselves preserved museum 
pieces but are here to support life and there-
fore  need to sensitively respond and change to 
support the needs of our changing society. 
Therefore, we feel that adapting the building in 
this area to meet current and future needs, to 
improve its accessibility and inclusivity, can be 
achieved whilst respecting and retaining the 
integrity of the original building and the 
Champneys elements.  
 
The key design challenge revolves around the 
architectural treatment of the new interven-
tion but particularly how a new enclosing de-
vice can be inserted under the bridge, whilst 
allowing it to retain its visual identity as a free 
spanning structure.   
 
The site is visible in public views from the wider 

Conservation Area, namely from St Cross Road 

and to a lesser extent South Parks Road. As it is 

part of a space inset into the OC Tanner build-

ing it is less prominent than it would be if it 

projected from the main elevation. The site is 

set back from the roads, behind the boundary 

wall and tall trees at the front of the campus. It 

is not a part of the building which contributes 

as strongly to the significance of the Conserva-

tion Area as other elements of the building, 

such as the Dutch gables, the chimneys or the 

large library window. 

 

 

4.0    Design Development 

Low level view of service yard  Rear view of existing bridge High level view of service yard 
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landing into OC Tanner at ground and first floor 
will be through existing openings or adjusted 
window openings, thus mitigating impact and 
loss of fabric. Existing windows now encapsu-
lated within the building will remain intact and 
refurbished. The current painted brick external 
walls to the courtyard will be cleaned and left 
exposed to the lift landings.  
 
The new enclosing wall to the extended ground 
floor Pool Room will take the form of a simple 
glazed canted screen, infilling between existing 
courtyard walls and the flat soffit of the ex-
isting first floor bridge. This façade will be set 
back from the bridge above to maintain the 
legibility of the existing bridge structure. 
 
At first floor level the existing bridge does not 

serve a ˋbridgingˊ or connecting link between 

adjacent spaces, having only a single point of 

entry at the northern end. Its long and narrow 

footprint offers limited use and is currently 

used as a library store. Therefore, the proposal 

removes the rear wall of the bridge to extend 

into the new infill structure to form a librarians 

office to the college library. Its front façade and 

pitched roof will remain insitu and unaffected. 

New Infill and Effect on Existing Fabric 8.0 

The new lift will sit inside and to the rear of a 
new single storey entrance lobby located to 
infill the open yard on the South West eleva-
tion. The sunken courtyard currently fenced off 
at ground level provided access to the former 
live-in Housekeepers accommodation but still 
remains as a service entrance to the buildings 
plant room and bar store.  
 
Existing ground levels and floor levels in the 
location of the new entrance lobby and teach-
ing space vary and will be rationalised to be on 
the same level, requiring a reduction in the 
general internal floor level by 250mm and rais-
ing the external yard level by 250mm.   
 
The new single storey lower ground floor en-
trance lobby contains toilets and cloak room 
facilities and other than providing internal ac-
cess to the new lift, also accesses the open 
plan multi-purpose teaching space, in the for-
mer live-in Housekeepers accommodation, re-
quiring the removal of the existing lounge, 
kitchen and bathroom walls. These internal 
alterations do not require planning permission.  
 
The new teaching facility will be used primarily 
by the college but with its independent inclu-
sive access it can also be used by other parts of 
the University body. 
 
The Dutch gabled north east elevation of the 
southern end has three existing widows at low-
er ground floor level, symmetrically located 
beneath an oriel window to the Tanner Room. 
The proposal adapts and widens the central 
window into a single door opening, giving ac-
cess from the multi-purpose teaching space to 
the garden court via a new flight of shallow 
steps.  
 
The lift installation and landing necessitates the 
removal of some fabric, a narrow two storey 
tower with a lead triangular roof in the internal 
corner of the courtyard. Access from the lift 

8.0    New Infill and Effect on Existing Fabric 

The Western Tower infill to Poet’s Yard at Westminster Abbey, by Ptolemy Dean Architects. Historic  
fabric masked by the new Infill Structure  

Repurposed Railway Arch, South Bank, London 
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9.0    Design 

Design 9.0 

The key elements of the design rationale have 
been to achieve and satisfy the brief while re-
taining the important features and characteris-
tics of the OC Tanner building and minimising 
any loss of fabric. In this case this includes re-
taining elements such as the bridge and the 
sense of recessed space and ensuring the ex-
tension is discreet and subservient to the main 
building. Another objective is for the extension 
to assimilate effectively into its context and not 
to have an adverse impact on the character 
and appearance of the Conservation Area or 
the setting of University Parks. 
 
The ground level of the existing courtyard is 
currently 1050mm below that of the general 
forecourt level. The rationalised floor level of 
the proposed entrance lobby and teaching 
space will reduce the difference to 800mm. 
The level difference necessitates the retention 
of a stepped approach, with the addition of an 
external platform lift. Physical site restrictions 
and demand on available space preclude a 
ramped approach, given the space need to 
comply with Building Regulations.  
 
On the ground and first floor, the lift car has 
two adjacent entry/exit doors, to overcome 
the split level floor plan. One door accessing 
the general floor level on the northern end of 
OC Tanner, the other, the higher (+480mm) 
floor to the southern part of OC Tanner build-
ing, containing Tanner Room at ground level 
and college Library at first floor level.  
 
The height of the proposed single storey flat 

roof is 2.9m above finished floor level but its 

apparent height and therefore impact above 

the general ground level is much less at 2.1m. 

The flat roof will be finished in lead, with tradi-

tional longitudinal batten rolls and stepped 

transverse joints all leading to a concealed 

gutter. 

The design of the proposed ground floor exter-
nal glazed screen, which infills between the 
existing  courtyard walls and up to the under-
side of the bridge has been carefully consid-
ered. Key to the design is to maintain a sense 
of depth beneath the bridge, so that it visually 
remains as a free spanning structure. To main-
tain this illusion, the new infill will be skeletal 
in terms of its supporting structure and trans-
parent in appearance as well as been set back 
from the front façade of the bridge.  
 
 The new screen is directly informed by the 

proportions and scale of the adjacent tracery 

window to the library. The physical size of the 

two will be similar  with the library window 

being only nominally larger in height (excluding 

trefoils) and width by 75mm. The proposed 

screen will be sub-divided in the same manner, 

into five vertical sections with the centre sec-

tion being wider than its neighbours but com-

posed  with a lightweight bronze structure ra-

ther than stone. The screen will be located un-

der the rear face of the bridge, thus set back in 

shadow, away from the front face with its 

downstand beam(arch). Therefore, visually the 

bridge will continue to read as a single span-

ning structure but equally it  allows the existing 

ground floor corridor window located centrally 

under the bridge to remain intact and in view. 

Faceted Screen with Leaded Lights Flat Screen with Large Panes of Annealed Glass  

Canted Screen with Leaded Lights Canted Screen Final Proposal with Bronze Windows 
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9.0    Design 

The screen needs to be both respectful and 
harmonious within its setting but should also 
read as an identifiable new addition to the 
building’s continuing narrative. On plan the 
screen has a canted profile to visually express 
the tension between adjacent buildings, similar 
to the flat arch on the bridge referencing ten-
sion through the function of its span.  
 
In terms of glazing,  we explored a screen solu-
tion with large panes of annealed float glass 
but determined that it lacked the subtlety and 
richness needed in this context. Also, larger 
panes of glass can be both highly reflective and 
overtly transparent. We believe that the screen 
should act more like a delicate veil, controlling 
and distorting views of the interior, which tra-
ditional leaded lights with drawn or cathedral 
glass provide and are wholly appropriate in this 
context. However, given that the building cur-
rently has two different styles of leaded light 
within its South West façade we believe that a 
facsimile of either would confuse the architec-
tural  narrative of the building. Also given that 
the new infill structure would need to comply 
with current thermal standards,  secondary 
glazing would be required which creates its 
own aesthetic and visual problems of internal 
reflections between the two separate panes.  
 
Our preferred solution is to use sub-dived glass 
panes articulated within slim dark bronze met-
al windows, which both satisfies our aesthetic 

and visual criteria but one which also performs 
to current Building Regulations.  
 
The profile of the proposed bronze metal win-

dows will be similar to the existing steel  win-

dows (white painted) on the North West eleva-

tion, having slim glazing bars that are triangular 

in profile. Kiln glass will be used in a 16mm 

Dark Bronze  Canted Bay Window, Yiangou Archi-
tects by Architectural Bronze Casements  

double glazing configuration. The kiln glass 

having natural impurities will create some visu-

al distortion that is evident in traditional lead-

ed lights.   

The lower ground floor entrance doors and 

screen have gone through several design itera-

tions. Early proposals considered contempo-

rary glazed steel doors in a bronze finish set 

back and flanked by ashlar piers to refence the  

stone detailing evident on the existing bridge 

and Dutch gabled south end. A fanlight over 

bridged the width of the courtyard and finished 

with a simple bronze arch detail. However, we 

felt that this approach created a disconnect 

with the simple elegant ˋwall to wallˊ glazing at 

ground floor level beneath the bridge. The final 

proposal links with the ground floor window to 

the underside of the bridge in both intent and 

detail with slim sub-divided bronze metal glaz-

ing being employed to the fanlight and side 

lights, giving a full width glazed, transparent 

façade. 

Initial Sketch Idea for the Lower Ground Floor Infill Entrance 
with Ashlar Piers 

Architectural Bronze Casements Heritage 
System, Double Glazing with Glazing Bar  
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 10.0 - 13.0    Conservation,   Accessibility & Landscaping  

Conservation Principles in Relation 
to Oxford Local Plan 2036 

10.0 

Policy DH3: Designated Heritage Assets 
 
It is central to our intent that characteristics 
integral to the original function of the building 
be retained and their relevance preserved in 
their continuing use. New materials will, there-
fore, be sourced to match and compliment, as 
closely as possible, the existing.  
 
The installation of new elements are a result of 
the reconciliation of the demands of modern 
usage and the retention of existing fabric. Any 
concomitant repairs which may be required to 
the original fabric will be low-key and in ac-
cordance with best practice in conservation.  
The proposed interventions are to be propor-

tionate in scale to those extant and those re-

moved and will have appropriate regard of the 

scale of extant detail.  

Accessibility 11.0 

The formation of the new entrance results in 

the loss of two parking spaces, which does not 

operationally have an adverse impact on the 

college. Given the physical constraints of the 

site with its mature trees and limited external 

space, it is not possible to reprovide the spaces 

elsewhere on site. However, as part of the col-

leges sustainability strategy, plans are under-

way to increase their site wide secure cycle 

parking provision. The reduction in car parking 

is also in accordance with the overall environ-

mental aims of the College, University and City 

Council. 

CIL 12.0 

A CIL form has been completed and is included 

with this application. 

Landscaping 13.0 

The proposal has no physical impact on any of 

the mature trees in the vicinity of the site and 

also has limited impact upon the existing land-

scaping. A landscape design is, therefore, not 

applicable. New stepped approach, planter  

and external platform lift are as shown on the 

proposed lower ground floor plan. Planter and 

steps will be constructed in ashlar stone and 

complimented by Yorkstone paving, to contrast 

with the darker tones of the existing brickwork 

Example of External Platform lift 
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Summary  14.0 

The proposed infill development represents 
the overdue and much needed improvements 
required to address the accessibility and inclu-
sivity issues both around and within their main 
college facility, the OC Tanner Building. In addi-
tion these measures unlock the potential to 
create teaching spaces within the confines of 
the original built fabric, which would be acces-
sible to all. 
 
Our understated and carefully detailed building 
will be both an enhancement but an asset to 
the site and the Central Conservation Area. It 
will also provide inclusive facilities that can be 
accessed and utilised by both the college and 
the general public, regardless of their physical 
ability so that the building can be enjoyed by 
all in the future. 

14.0   Summary 

Aerial view towards proposed infill development 
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Southern view towards the proposed infill development 
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View from St Cross Street towards new infill development 
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