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1.0  Introduction 
   
1.1  Site Address 
   
  Linacre College 

  St Cross Road 

  Oxford OX1 3JA 

   
1.2  Planning Status & Constraints 
1.2.1  The OC Tanner Building is not a Listed Building. The site lies within the City of Oxford’s 

Central Conservation Area but has no Article 4(2) direction in place. 
1.2.2  The development plan comprises the Oxford Local Plan 2036 adopted June 2020. Please 

see Planning Statement for reference to full policies.  
   
   

2.0  Site Context 
   
2.1  Conservation Area Context 
2.1.1  The OC Tanner Building, originally known as Cherwell Edge, comprises the original house 

built by 1886 and extensions to the south and east added in 1908-9 designed by Basil 
Champneys. It is not listed but is located within the Central (University and City) 
Conservation Area. The external walls are of red brick with dressed details, Dutch gables, 
and oriels. The existing windows are primarily white timber frame with single-glazed sash 
or casement units. 

2.1.2  A single-storey Dining Hall was constructed as a north extension to the ground floor of the 
OC Tanner Building in 1977. The hall is oriented east-west and is flanked by the Marston 
Cycle Path to the north and the OC Tanner Building to most of the south. The external 
walls are of red brick with brick details. The hall roof comprises both pitched and flat roof 
segments. The pitched roof is clad with plain clay tile with powder-coated aluminium 
framed roof lights to the north face. The flat roof has a built-up bitumen finish with 3no. 
pyramidal polycarbonate rooflights and a low parapet above the east facade. The window 
in the south façade is white timber frame with fixed lights below high level casements. 
The fire exit doors in the east façade are glazed, stained-timber units. 
 
Views of the dining hall from outside the College are limited to those from the Marston 
cycle path from the north. It is otherwise obscured by surrounding buildings and only 
visible from the internal courtyard between the O C Tanner, Abraham, and Griffiths 
buildings.  
 
The dining hall is a modern building which has very limited architectural value in its own 
right, although it fits the overall design aesthetic of the wider College. 

   
 
 

2.2  Current Condition 
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2.2.1  Since its construction, the Dining Hall has become further enclosed by the construction of 
a four-storey extension to the OC Tanner Building (1993-94) to the west and a five-storey 
residential block, the Abraham Building (1995), to the east. As a result, only small areas of 
the south and east facades of the Dining Hall remain exposed to view.  

2.2.2   The Dining Hall is heavily used but has been generally well-maintained, both internally 
and externally. It is, however, dated in appearance and would benefit from refurbishment. 

2.2.3  The existing roof lights in the pitched and flat roofs of the Dining Hall are beginning to fail 
and require replacement. 

   
2.3  Conservation Principles in relation to Oxford Local Plan 2036 Policy DH.3 Designated 

Heritage Assets – Conservation Areas 
2.3.1  It is central to our intent that characteristics integral to the original function of the building 

be retained and their relevance preserved in their continuing use. New materials will, 
therefore, be sourced to match and compliment, as closely as possible, the existing. 

2.3.2  The installation of new elements is a result of the reconciliation of the demands of modern 
usage and the retention of existing fabric. Any concomitant repairs which may be required 
to the original fabric will be low-key and in accordance with best practice in conservation. 

2.3.3  The proposed interventions are to be proportionate in scale to those extant and those 
removed and will have appropriate regard of the scale of extant detail. 

   
   
3.0  Design 
   
3.1  Design Approach 
3.1.1  This proposal seeks to promote the continued use of the buildings in their current use. It 

is therefore proposed that the fabric of the Dining Hall OC Tanner Building is to be 
preserved, but improved, in a manner which will continue to maintain the context and 
character of the Central Conservation Area. 

3.1.2  Linacre College has a student population of at least 550 students and hosts a number of 
catered events throughout the year. However, whilst the Dining Hall is a reasonably sized 
venue, it is not large, and there is currently no provision for any separate or private dining.  

3.1.3  It is therefore proposed that a small, infill extension be constructed between the exposed 
east and south facades of the Dining Hall. This, together with some internal refurbishment 
would provide more spatial flexibility and enable the College to host two separate 
functions, in the same venue, at the same time. 

3.1.4  It is proposed that the existing fire escape door from the adjacent staircase in the OC 
Tanner Building be removed and the opening infilled as part of the extension works. This 
fire escape will be replaced by a new fire escape door formed in the east façade of the 
staircase. 

   
   
3.2  Outline Proposal 



Linacre College, St Cross Road, Oxford 
Dining Hall Alterations & Extension 
 

 
 

 

   

  
Page 3 of 4   05 February 2021 

 

3.2.1  The proposals include the following elements: 

• The existing Dining Hall be extended to provide additional dining space for existing 
students and staff, special functions and private dining. 

• The existing flat roofed area of the Dining Hall be extended to accommodate the 
additional dining space below. 

• The existing bitumen flat roof finish be removed, and a new single-ply membrane 
flat roof be installed across the existing and new area of roof. This will include a 
new aluminium-framed roof lantern with a shallow upstand. 

• New timber-framed glazed windows be installed to the east façade of the 
extension. 

• New timber-framed glazed fire exit doors be provided to the south façade of the 
extension. 

• The existing fire escape door from the adjacent staircase be infilled as part of the 
extension works. 

• A new fire exit be provided to the ground floor east façade of the OC Tanner 
Building to provide new fire escape from the existing staircase. 

3.2.2  It is proposed that the existing metal framed rooflights in the north face of the pitched 
roof be replaced with new powder-coated, steel framed, rooflights. It is further proposed 
that the three small polycarbonate rooflights in the existing flat roof area be replaced with 
three new flat rooflights with a shallow kerb. A larger flat rooflight is proposed for the roof 
of the new extension.  
The new rooflights will provide both improved and additional natural daylight and 
ventilation to the Dining Hall. Details are included with this application. Rooflights of the 
same specification were recently approved for installation within the new roof space 
accommodation of the OC Tanner Building. It is proposed that the same units be used for 
the Dining Hall to promote continuity of materials and styles. The new rooflights would 
have no detrimental impact on the façades of the Dining Hall or the conservation area, as 
a whole, and would not overlook any adjacent buildings.  

   
   

4.0  Accessibility 
4.1.1  The existing Dining Hall is accessed via the main stair lobby on the ground floor. There is 

currently no level access to the OC Tanner Building, but there is level access to the Dining 
Hall from the rear courtyard. There is also a lift adjacent to the stair lobby which accesses 
floors in the eastern wing of the OC Tanner Building only. The proposed extension to the 
Dining Hall would not affect the accessibility of this facility. 

   
   

5.0  CIL 
5.1.1  A CIL form has been completed and is included with this application. 
   
   

6.0  Daylight or Sunlight Assessment 
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6.1.1  The proposal would have no adverse impact on the existing amount of window glazing or 
impede existing access to daylight for current occupants of the building or neighbouring 
buildings. Therefore, due to the size and the scope of works, a daylight/sunlight 
assessment is not applicable. 

   
   

7.0  Noise Impact Assessment 
7.1.1  Given the roof lantern would be installed within the new flat roof space of the single storey 

extension to the Dining Hall, there would be no adverse impact on the occupants of the 
existing facility. The College site is entirely in student accommodation, teaching and 
administrative uses. An additional extension to the Dining Hall will not generate such noise 
to be detrimental to the existing users of the site. Therefore, due to the size and the scope 
of works, a Noise Impact Assessment is not applicable. 

   
   

8.0  Landscaping 
8.1.1  As the proposal would have no impact upon the existing landscaping, a landscape design 

is, therefore, not applicable. 
   
   
   
 


