
Comments for Planning Application 21/00345/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/00345/FUL

Address: Wheatsheaf Yard, The Wheatsheaf High Street Oxford OX1 4DF

Proposal: Conversion of first and second floors to create 9no. student rooms, shared kitchen and

common area. Formation of 2no. front dormers in association with a loft conversion. Removal of

1no. window to front elevation. Alteration to 1no. window and 1no. door to front elevation. Insertion

of 1no. door to front elevation. Provision of bin and cycle stores

Case Officer: Tobias Fett

 

Customer Details

Name: Mr Joseph Swarbrick 

Address: 64 Woodstock Close Oxford OX2 8DD

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Members of the Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

  - Effect on existing community facilities

  - Other - give details

Comment:Oxford has much to be proud of culturally, but rock and pop music that comes from our

city is unusually successful. The loss of another successful venue from the centre of town is

culturally unacceptable in an area of town where vibrancy is rapidly diminishing.

 

The Wheatsheaf is exactly the sort of grass roots music venue that needs protecting. Bands need

somewhere to cut their teeth, to learn, to build an audience. If the Wheatsheaf's venue goes, there

will be nowhere in central Oxford that this can happen. The closure of the Cellar was a blow; this

will be the death knell for local music. Venues must be protected from development such as this

otherwise our city is simply a holding bay for students before they leave for somewhere else. I

urge you to reject this application and put in place protection for cultural institutions such as this.

Culture in Oxford is broad and varied - while the Wheatsheaf does not have the history of the

Sheldonian, its existence has directly led to the global success of bands such as Foals, Glass

Animals and Stornoway. We would never allow the Sheldonian to be converted into private

accommodation, so to allow the Wheatsheaf to do so would be cultural snobbery and a betrayal of

the permanent residents of Oxford.

 

It is worth bearing in mind that the current operation of the Wheatsheaf is in fact a continuation of

the work started by Joal Shearing at the Elm Tree in Cowley Road many years before. Many

promotors followed Joal from the Elm Tree to upstairs at the Wheatsheaf so it's legacy is even

longer than would appear. If it were to close, there would be nowhere left to go.


