
Comments for Planning Application 21/00345/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/00345/FUL

Address: Wheatsheaf Yard, The Wheatsheaf High Street Oxford OX1 4DF

Proposal: Conversion of first and second floors to create 9no. student rooms, shared kitchen and

common area. Formation of 2no. front dormers in association with a loft conversion. Removal of

1no. window to front elevation. Alteration to 1no. window and 1no. door to front elevation. Insertion

of 1no. door to front elevation. Provision of bin and cycle stores

Case Officer: Tobias Fett

 

Customer Details

Name: Mr Alex Holmes

Address: 91 Burwell Drive Witney Oxford OX28 5NE

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Members of the Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

  - Effect on character of area

  - Effect on existing community facilities

  - Information missing from plans

Comment:Despite the information given in the planning document pack, the Wheatsheaf is the

only live music venue of its type in the City Centre; with the loss of the Cellar last year, the closure

of the Deaf School, and the loss of the licence of the Isis Farmhouse, there are in fact a dearth of

grassroots live music venues remaining in Oxford, and those that do exist are all Cowley/Cowley

Road. Despite the planning pack listing the Holywell Music Rooms, the Silver Band, and Sandy's

Piano Bar as other live music venues nearby, these are not comparable, and the remainder are all

Cowley rather than City Centre; the Wheatsheaf is the only remaining grassroots live music venue

remaining in the City Centre, and its loss will be devastating to Oxford's music scene.

There are a number of references to the Wheatsheaf's importance in Oxfordshire, but the

documents make a cursory mention of its importance to live music, if they mention it at all.

However, the key observations of the viability assessment document notes that a survey of local

residents found that Classical, Folk, Indie, and Rock music were the most heavily attended - the

Wheatsheaf is the only rock and indie oriented music venue amongst those listed within the city

centre (aside from being the only live music venue, its clientele are generally rock/indie fans). The

viability assessment document also notes that the downstairs bar is often busy despite the

upstairs being full - this fails to note that 25% of total revenues are directly through the upstairs bar

during live music events, and also that, both prior to and during live events upstairs, customers will

also use the downstairs bar for drinks orders. Without the upstairs live music, the viability of the

downstairs bar is in question. It also talks about the potential for live music downstairs - for anyone



who knows the venue, this is clearly not feasible, due to the layout of the downstairs bar. Also,

there would potentially be a noise issue for accommodation upstairs were this plan to be followed.

The Wheatsheaf plays a vital role in the cultural/musical heritage of Oxford, and it is important that

this legacy be preserved; it is the only grassroots live music venue left in the city centre, and its

value to the community and to the Oxford music scene is invaluable. It must not be allowed to be

destroyed in this way for the sake of a quick profit.


