
Comments for Planning Application 21/00345/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/00345/FUL

Address: Wheatsheaf Yard, The Wheatsheaf High Street Oxford OX1 4DF

Proposal: Conversion of first and second floors to create 9no. student rooms, shared kitchen and

common area. Formation of 2no. front dormers in association with a loft conversion. Removal of

1no. window to front elevation. Alteration to 1no. window and 1no. door to front elevation. Insertion

of 1no. door to front elevation. Provision of bin and cycle stores

Case Officer: Tobias Fett

 

Customer Details

Name: Mr Ian Hebson

Address: 4 Pelham Road Flat 3 Grimsby DN34 4SU

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Members of the Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

  - Effect on existing community facilities

  - Other - give details

Comment:I am an "Oxford Person", temporarily living away due to work commitments, but still very

much in touch with my real home town.

 

A live music lover and supporter for over three decades, I was mortified to hear of the proposals to

redevelop the Wheatsheaf site.

 

Live entertainment venues such as the Wheatsheaf constitute a key and essential component of

the cultural life and vibrancy of the City of Oxford. Its loss would leave the city much the poorer,

both for locals, students and visitors alike.

 

Oxford has developed a strong reputation, brand even, over the last few decades - as a hotspot

for the development of new talent, some of which has gone on to achieve international recognition.

This has put Oxford 'on the map' both nationally and internationally, as an exciting destination of

significance for music-lovers.

 

However, these positives have only been enabled by a rock-solid base of small, local music

venues like the Wheatsheaf, which ultimately provide the bedrock for such a scene to flourish.

 

Nationally, development pressures have led to many venues like The Wheatsheaf closing in

recent years, and this makes their preservation and support ever more vital. With the recent loss



of the other dedicated live music venue in central Oxford, The Dolly, we now only have this one

venue left in the central Oxford area.

 

The Covid-19 pandemic has added to the pressures on small music venues, but this situation is

only a temporary one and should not be used as an excuse to close them, as longer-term viability

will return once the current pandemic is over and national life returns to normality.

 

I therefore call on Oxford City Council to drop these proposals for redevelopment of the

Wheatsheaf site, and instead, to investigate and support the means by which the venue can be

retained as an ongoing concern once the Covid-19 crisis is over.


