
Comments for Planning Application 21/00345/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/00345/FUL

Address: Wheatsheaf Yard, The Wheatsheaf High Street Oxford OX1 4DF

Proposal: Conversion of first and second floors to create 9no. student rooms, shared kitchen and

common area. Formation of 2no. front dormers in association with a loft conversion. Removal of

1no. window to front elevation. Alteration to 1no. window and 1no. door to front elevation. Insertion

of 1no. door to front elevation. Provision of bin and cycle stores

Case Officer: Tobias Fett

 

Customer Details

Name: Mr James Gallagher

Address: 113 Oxford Road Oxford OX4 2GY

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Members of the Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

  - Effect on character of area

  - Effect on existing community facilities

  - General dislike or support for proposal

Comment:I strongly oppose this proposal and urge the council to reject it entirely.

 

I believe the Wheatsheaf's venue is vital to the local community as it helps tons of aspiring

musicians to get their foot in the door and hone their trade. After playing and attending countless

gigs there I've met so many wonderful local bands, promoters and music lovers who all support

one another and help to create a vibrant scene in Oxford.

 

With the recent closures of the Cellar and the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Centre there is nowhere

left to go in the city centre. Why would anyone hoping to pursue a music career want to stay in a

city that has continually eroded their opportunities? Oxford has continuously produced hugely

successful bands like Radiohead, Supergrass, Ride, Foals and Glass Animals who needed these

venues when they started out. In order to celebrate these groups as symbols of Oxford's success

it's vital that we protect the institutions and communities that helped them succeed.

 

The value of the Whearsheaf to the local community far outweighs the need for nine small student

rooms. There are countless new student properties being built all across the city, including Jesus

College's new build mere seconds away from the Wheatsheaf. I believe the proposed rooms are

entirely unnecessary and are certainly not a better use of the 'function room' as the viability

assessment suggests. The assessment alone fails to not the cultural significance of the



Wheatsheaf and rather disingenuously list's it as one of 29 'live music' venues in the local area.

Artists with a small to non-existent following looking to play original music can only truly rely upon

the Wheatsheaf and the Jericho Tavern (not in the city centre) to get regular gigs.

 

I strongly believe that this would damage the City Centre and Oxford's music scene, and again

urge the council to reject this proposal.


