
Comments for Planning Application 21/00345/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/00345/FUL

Address: Wheatsheaf Yard, The Wheatsheaf High Street Oxford OX1 4DF

Proposal: Conversion of first and second floors to create 9no. student rooms, shared kitchen and

common area. Formation of 2no. front dormers in association with a loft conversion. Removal of

1no. window to front elevation. Alteration to 1no. window and 1no. door to front elevation. Insertion

of 1no. door to front elevation. Provision of bin and cycle stores

Case Officer: Tobias Fett

 

Customer Details

Name: Mrs Susan Lacey Bryant

Address: Rivendell Faringdon Road Kingston Bagpuize OX13 5AH

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Members of the Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

  - Effect on existing community facilities

  - Local plan policies

Comment:I write to object to this planning application.

 

The Wheatsheaf is a genuine community venue, which attracts people of all ages - those of us in

our 60s who have loved Rock Music for 50 years, and continue to enjoy Rock, right through to

young people coming to Rock music anew. It is a second home to lots of us, and a joy to be part of

a multigenerational crowd.

 

The Wheatsheaf is the only Rock friendly venue right in the centre of town. The Jericho tavern is

the only potential alternative, comparable to the Wheatsheaf and is outside the city centre. So, the

proposal is counter to the Oxford Local Plan 2036, v7 which states

 

'The City Council will seek to protect and retain existing cultural and community facilities. Planning

permission will not be granted for development that results in the loss of such facilities unless new

or improved facilities can be provided at a location equally or more accessible by walking, cycling

and public transport.'

 

We need the council to show commitment to the community and to a vision of Oxford as a vibrant

place to be. Across England city centres are dying. For Oxford to thrive we need to retain and

celebrate the few remaining city centre venues. Like many people, getting back to seeing live

music with our friends is one of the things we are longing for. We meet friends at the Wheatsheaf;



we have a drink; we go out for a meal before or after the gig.

 

Certainly Oxford is a student town. Part of the rich experience of studying in Oxford is the

opportunity to experience live music, to meet people from varied backgrounds, to have fun, and to

join in our local community.

 

Additionally, hundreds of local musicians have taken the stage here - a place for place for young

musicians to prove themselves and 'old hands' to please their loyal local following. With young

British musicians no longer able to tour Europe freely it is all the more important to be proud of our

local and play a part in nurturing the music industry at a local and national level.

 

Vaccination is changing the way that we will be able to live, as the pandemic is brought under

control. With so many people losing so much over the last year, how awful to come out the other

side and find all the Wheatsheaf has gone - a place where we love to meet up with people, enjoy

ourselves, and spend money. Moreover, the Venue is simply part of the whole pub (both bars

together) and it has been a profitable business over several years.

Please save this venue; it is a valued community hub.

 

I ask the Council to reject this application

 

Yours sincerely,

 

Mrs. Sue Lacey Bryant


