
Comments for Planning Application 21/00345/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/00345/FUL

Address: Wheatsheaf Yard, The Wheatsheaf High Street Oxford OX1 4DF

Proposal: Conversion of first and second floors to create 9no. student rooms, shared kitchen and

common area. Formation of 2no. front dormers in association with a loft conversion. Removal of

1no. window to front elevation. Alteration to 1no. window and 1no. door to front elevation. Insertion

of 1no. door to front elevation. Provision of bin and cycle stores

Case Officer: Tobias Fett

 

Customer Details

Name: Mr Andrew Fletcher

Address: 16 De Tracey Park BOVEY TRACEY Bovey Tracey TQ13 9QT

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Members of the Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

  - Amount of development on site

  - Effect on character of area

  - Effect on existing community facilities

  - General dislike or support for proposal

  - Other - give details

  - Parking provision

Comment:I recently left Oxford after living in the area for 37 years. I am shocked and saddened to

see that the historic "music room" of the upstairs Wheatsheaf pub is to be ripped out in place of

more student flats.

The effect this will have on the music scene will be devastating. Students come and go, their place

of study can be anywhere within a reasonable radius of the university. Once this music venue is

gone it will be very likely that it will never be replaced. Students and residents of the past few

hundred years have socialised at this venue, myself included, and I have numerous find memories

of the staff, music and people that I have met there.

The heart and soul of Oxford is slowly being eroded away. Oxford is well known for its grassroots

music scene, acting as a thriving hub for major international bands like Radiohead, Foals,

Supergrass and Young Knives. There can be no more success in the future if young musicians

have nowhere to hone their skills.

Oxford is a growing city, there are many other brownfield locations where student flats can and

see being built. This application should be rejected on the grounds of causing irreversible damage

to the character of the city, and that the development would be cheaper and much better placed

further away from the city centre where rent for the students will be cheaper and bus routes are



already existing.

Back to my opening statement - I recently left Oxford. Why? Rising costs, and a slowly decaying

city with no soul. Students come and go, residents make the city.


