
Comments for Planning Application 21/00345/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/00345/FUL

Address: Wheatsheaf Yard, The Wheatsheaf High Street Oxford OX1 4DF

Proposal: Conversion of first and second floors to create 9no. student rooms, shared kitchen and

common area. Formation of 2no. front dormers in association with a loft conversion. Removal of

1no. window to front elevation. Alteration to 1no. window and 1no. door to front elevation. Insertion

of 1no. door to front elevation. Provision of bin and cycle stores

Case Officer: Tobias Fett

 

Customer Details

Name: Mr Bill Coumbe

Address: 42 Ferry Road Oxford OX3 0EU

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Members of the Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

  - Effect on character of area

  - Effect on existing community facilities

  - General dislike or support for proposal

  - Local plan policies

  - Other - give details

Comment:The Wheatsheaf has been an important music venue in Oxford for many years, serving

diverse musical genres. The weekly Spin Jazz Club, for example, is a cornerstone of the UK jazz

scene, and has presented nationally and internationally renowned musicians in the "function

space" at the Wheatsheaf for over twenty years. This standing is reflected in the club's Best Jazz

Venue of the Year Parliamentary Jazz Award in 2012.

 

The current application's Heritage Impact Assessment references the requirement of The Oxford

City Council Local Plan 2016-2036 Heritage Policies for such assessments to consider quality of

life, social and cultural issues. Despite this, the Assessment appears to focus on architectural

issues, with no obvious reference to the value of the thriving and diverse music venue.

 

The Application Form refers to the first floor of the pub being "used as a function space in the

past". This would appear to be factually incorrect and potentially underplays what appears to be a

planning "change of use". A post on the pub's Facebook page dated 17 Match 2020 clearly

indicates that the music venue's current closure was initiated by Government COVID guidelines.

 

The performing arts, and community engagement with these arts, have been battered by the



COVID epidemic. The people of Oxford, and visitors to our great city, have never had a greater

need for the future of our arts venues, our performing artists - young and established, and our

engagement with the arts, to be protected.


