
Comments for Planning Application 21/00345/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/00345/FUL

Address: Wheatsheaf Yard, The Wheatsheaf High Street Oxford OX1 4DF

Proposal: Conversion of first and second floors to create 9no. student rooms, shared kitchen and

common area. Formation of 2no. front dormers in association with a loft conversion. Removal of

1no. window to front elevation. Alteration to 1no. window and 1no. door to front elevation. Insertion

of 1no. door to front elevation. Provision of bin and cycle stores

Case Officer: Tobias Fett

 

Customer Details

Name: Mr Craig Cowley

Address: 34 William Buckland Way Stonesfield OX29 8FF

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Members of the Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

  - Effect on adjoining properties

  - Effect on character of area

  - General dislike or support for proposal

  - Other - give details

Comment:Dear Mr Fett,

 

I am writing to express a strong opposition to this proposal.

 

This building has been the home of one of Oxford's most well-loved and culturally significant music

venues in the city. This proposal would result in not just the loss of that venue, but a far greater

loss to the culture, vibrancy and life of Oxford.

 

In isolation this would be bad enough, but given the impact of the pandemic and the loss of other

culturally significant venues, such as The Cellar and the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Centre, Oxford

is at real risk of becoming a bland, lifeless city, full of accommodation, old buildings and little else.

 

The development will likely result in a loss of jobs both now (in terms of the existing staff that rely

on the venue for income), and in the future as the proposed development is surrounded by other

pubs and restaurants which, as we have seen so many times before, will get hit with noise

complaints by the new residents resulting in a detrimental impact on their buildings.

 

The existing venue is of particular importance not just to the people of Oxford but to the people



throughout the country. As a young musician, performing in The Wheatsheaf was viewed by

myself and my peers as a rite of passage, a goal to aspire to, and motivation to embrace and

enjoy the arts, something that has given me a huge amount of fulfilment throughout my life since.

 

Music venues and other places where people can go and perform and express themselves, or

watch and engage with other people doing so, have suffered so much already during this

pandemic. This development would needlessly further that suffering.

 

It is my strong belief that the benefits of this development to the handful of potential students that

would live in it and to the pockets of the developers are heavily, heavily outweighed by the loss of

the 1000s of people that get so much enjoyment out of this building every year.

 

Best regards,

 

Craig Cowley


