
Comments for Planning Application 21/00345/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/00345/FUL

Address: Wheatsheaf Yard, The Wheatsheaf High Street Oxford OX1 4DF

Proposal: Conversion of first and second floors to create 9no. student rooms, shared kitchen and

common area. Formation of 2no. front dormers in association with a loft conversion. Removal of

1no. window to front elevation. Alteration to 1no. window and 1no. door to front elevation. Insertion

of 1no. door to front elevation. Provision of bin and cycle stores

Case Officer: Tobias Fett

 

Customer Details

Name: Mr Charles Isles

Address: 1, Broad Field Road Yarnton OX5 1UL

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Members of the Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

  - Effect on character of area

Comment:As a resident of Oxford for the last 25 years, I have seen the centre of town become a

far more vibrant and interesting place to be. Lately, though, it feels as though the appeal of

Oxford's centre is becoming less broad.

With the closure and re-branding of various pubs and venues in Oxford's centre over the last few

years, the Wheatsheaf now offers something unique. Anecdotally, I've worked at two separate

companies where a staff night out would always include a trip to the Wheatsheaf and this was

because there is nowhere like it in town.

 

Losing the Wheatsheaf's venue is something which concerns me far more for Oxford's future.

Oxford is well known for its music scene and the Wheatsheaf is a fundamental part of it.

In March 2020 (to pick a pre-lockdown month at random), The Old Fire Station had 2 gigs listed in

Nightshift, Oxford's music magazine, and neither of them were for music originating in Oxford. The

Bullingdon Arms had 11 gigs, again; none were for Oxford bands. The O2- 14 gigs, none from

Oxford. The Wheatsheaf had 15 gigs that month, 10 of those them were for bands from Oxford.

There were 20 gigs for Oxford bands in total that month: The Wheatsheaf hosted half of them.

 

The Wheatsheaf is where Oxford's local music scene happens. Losing it would seriously damage

Oxford's track record of regularly producing global recognised bands.

Without it, we move us a big step closer to a world where Oxford is best recognised abroad as the

Harry-Potter-wasteland-near-Bicester-Village


