
Comments for Planning Application 21/00345/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/00345/FUL

Address: Wheatsheaf Yard, The Wheatsheaf High Street Oxford OX1 4DF

Proposal: Conversion of first and second floors to create 9no. student rooms, shared kitchen and

common area. Formation of 2no. front dormers in association with a loft conversion. Removal of

1no. window to front elevation. Alteration to 1no. window and 1no. door to front elevation. Insertion

of 1no. door to front elevation. Provision of bin and cycle stores

Case Officer: Tobias Fett

 

Customer Details

Name: Mr Patrick Chapman

Address: St Hugh's College Oxford OX2 6LE

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Members of the Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

  - Effect on character of area

  - Effect on existing community facilities

  - General dislike or support for proposal

  - Local plan policies

Comment:Dear Oxford City Council,

 

I urge you in the strongest possible terms to oppose the planning application which would

transform a valued community venue into yet more student bedrooms. This would further damage

the character of the city, since it is one of the last music venues remaining in the central area. It

would also go against the Oxford Local Plan 2036, which states that "The City Council will seek to

protect and retain existing cultural and community facilities. Planning permission will not be

granted for development that results in the loss of such facilities unless new or improved facilities

can be provided at a location equally or more accessible by walking, cycling, and public transport."

Since the city centre is the most accessible area of Oxford, with good cycling facilities and bus

services to destinations across the county and beyond, this statement in the local plan should

preclude any planning permission which causes the loss of central cultural facilities without

replacement in the same central area, and this planning application does not provide any such

replacement.

 

As a member of the city's student community, I fully understand the importance of having sufficient

student accommodation to meet demand. However, the relatively small benefit provided by this

planning application, which would create just nine bedrooms, seems to me insufficient to justify the



loss of this venue. A city must be vibrant to attract students, and that vibrancy comes from having

independent and interesting places to socialise and listen to music. I am aware of a significant

number of students who support this campaign, and some of these have performed at the

Wheatsheaf - there are relatively few opportunities for young musicians to ply their trade and

venues like this offer them a lifeline. Many of the city's most famous exports such as Radiohead

got their start at independent venues such as the Wheatsheaf.

 

There are thousands now backing this campaign which includes active social media groups such

as the "Save Our Sheaf" Facebook group. This strength of feeling is proof that this venue means a

great deal to many people across the city and beyond. I hope that the city council will

acknowledge this strength of feeling by refusing this application.

 

Yours sincerely,

Patrick Chapman


