
Comments for Planning Application 21/00345/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/00345/FUL

Address: Wheatsheaf Yard, The Wheatsheaf High Street Oxford OX1 4DF

Proposal: Conversion of first and second floors to create 9no. student rooms, shared kitchen and

common area. Formation of 2no. front dormers in association with a loft conversion. Removal of

1no. window to front elevation. Alteration to 1no. window and 1no. door to front elevation. Insertion

of 1no. door to front elevation. Provision of bin and cycle stores

Case Officer: Tobias Fett

 

Customer Details

Name: None Tim Darch

Address: Midsummer Cottage Church Road Great Milton OX44 7PA

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Members of the Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

  - General dislike or support for proposal

  - Local plan policies

Comment:I object strongly to the proposed development for the following reasons:

 

The application documentation is flawed: approximately two-thirds of the list of 'music venues' in

Appendix 3 are not music venues that any participant in Oxford's music scene would recognise,

being either unsuitable for anything other than background music, not equipped with a PA system

or stage, only hosting live music on an occasional basis and/or with no separate room for live

performance. The Jericho Tavern (which would in fairness be regarded by most as a music venue)

is listed twice. The Port Mahon (which does have an upstairs room for live music) isn't mentioned

at all as far as I can see. Oxford Town Hall hosts live performances very rarely. The O2 Academy

is not comparable to the Wheatsheaf with regard to the type of act that may appear there. Clearly

the list of venues has been compiled without conducting any considered research, and the ill-

informed appendix should not be used to justify the removal of an essential facility.

 

The development is contrary to the following paragraphs in Oxford's Local Plan 2036:

Para 1.68 Oxford has a rich infrastructure of cultural and social activities and venues, from

theatres, museums, cinemas, galleries, sports and music venues to restaurants and pubs. These

uses help to keep the centres vibrant and active and add greatly to the local quality of life. The

Local Plan seeks to encourage the development of the uses within the city and district centres and

protect them from being lost through redevelopment to other higher land value uses.

Para 1.69 A wide range of community, leisure, sport, recreation and cultural facilities appropriate



to Oxford's diverse communities are supported. The Local Plan seeks to retain existing facilities,

unless suitable and accessible alternatives are proposed. New facilities that support the growth of

the city and enhance its sustainability, such as state schools, primary healthcare facilities and

community centres will be supported; new development that actively supports and sustains

community wellbeing is to be welcomed.

 

Oxford does not need yet more student accommodation in the city centre at the expense of

facilities essential to maintain the city's artistic and cultural heritage. The Wheatsheaf should be

retained as a music venue to support Oxford's need for proper places for live music at 'grassroots'

level, to help to uphold its reputation as a fertile breeding ground for talent and to enable

audiences to enjoy live performance in the city in which they live.


