
Comments for Planning Application 21/00345/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/00345/FUL

Address: Wheatsheaf Yard, The Wheatsheaf High Street Oxford OX1 4DF

Proposal: Conversion of first and second floors to create 9no. student rooms, shared kitchen and

common area. Formation of 2no. front dormers in association with a loft conversion. Removal of

1no. window to front elevation. Alteration to 1no. window and 1no. door to front elevation. Insertion

of 1no. door to front elevation. Provision of bin and cycle stores

Case Officer: Tobias Fett

 

Customer Details

Name: Ms Trio Watson

Address: 10 Leon Close Oxford OX4 1GS

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Members of the Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

  - Effect on existing community facilities

  - General dislike or support for proposal

  - Information missing from plans

Comment:Oxford has a fantastically rich cultural history in terms of live music, and this arises from

the large number of music venues that used to exist for live bands to perform in. Over time, the

number of these venues has decreased and now the Wheatsheaf is the only remaining venue in

the town centre for musicians to meet and perform to the public.

 

The Beatles did not grow out of a peapod and become huge overnight. The work done in between

at amateur and low-level professional gigs is part of our wish to grow in our musical voice and

bring joy. Sorry, that sounds so cheesy but why would you want to stop birds singing?

 

I believe there has been poor due diligence in regard to this planning decision - it seems that a

long lost of venues are on record as being appropriate for live music (the Jericho Tavern is listed

twice) according to information I have seen online.This list totally misrepresents the actual options

available to musicians.

 

During Covid, we are seeing tremendous pressure on our cultural sector, and if we are to preserve

this essential part of community life we must make space for these events to be available once

covid is less of a threat to us. Once they are gone, we lose the venue but also the musical ability

that could have been fostered there. We can no longer take these moments for granted, they are

at risk.


