
Comments for Planning Application 21/00345/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/00345/FUL

Address: Wheatsheaf Yard, The Wheatsheaf High Street Oxford OX1 4DF

Proposal: Conversion of first and second floors to create 9no. student rooms, shared kitchen and

common area. Formation of 2no. front dormers in association with a loft conversion. Removal of

1no. window to front elevation. Alteration to 1no. window and 1no. door to front elevation. Insertion

of 1no. door to front elevation. Provision of bin and cycle stores

Case Officer: Tobias Fett

 

Customer Details

Name: Ms Rachel  Parris 

Address: 12 Kenilford Rd London Sw12 9pr

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Members of the Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

  - Effect on character of area

  - Effect on existing community facilities

Comment:As an Oxford resident, at first as a student and then as a worker, from 2002-2009, The

Wheatsheaf was a vital and frankly life-changing space for me and the young performers around

me. As a member of the Oxford imps I got to perform there weekly as well as trying standup there

(and at other small venues like The Cellar, which has now closed)

I am now a professional comedian and improviser; (The Mash Report, Live At The Apollo, Mock

the Week, Austentatious) and I can guarantee I, and many of my fellow comics would never have

found the career we have without The Wheatsheaf opening it's doors to us, being our "home" for

so many years with a constant stream of sold out audiences in that upstairs space.

 

I co-created Austentatious, an improvised comedy show which now sells out the New Theatre and

has a residency in the West End, but really began at The Wheatsheaf; it exists only because of the

improv I learned while performing at the Wheatsheaf and is founded with the people I met while

performing at The Wheatsheaf.

 

The Oxford Imps, and other comedy nights and groups, cannot perform in, say The Playhouse or

the New Theatre. These smaller local venues are the only way local groups like this can run, week

after week, year after year, bringing joy to thousands of audience members, forming a huge part of

Oxford's cultural character and go on to produce some of the country's best comedians and

performers.

Please retain this performance space, it is so culturally vital to the Oxford (and the national)



comedy scene.


