
Comments for Planning Application 21/00345/FUL

 

Application Summary

Application Number: 21/00345/FUL

Address: Wheatsheaf Yard, The Wheatsheaf High Street Oxford OX1 4DF

Proposal: Conversion of first and second floors to create 9no. student rooms, shared kitchen and

common area. Formation of 2no. front dormers in association with a loft conversion. Removal of

1no. window to front elevation. Alteration to 1no. window and 1no. door to front elevation. Insertion

of 1no. door to front elevation. Provision of bin and cycle stores

Case Officer: Tobias Fett

 

Customer Details

Name: Mr Matthew Chapman Jones

Address: 21 Pike Reach Wantage OX12 9WR

 

Comment Details

Commenter Type: Members of the Public

Stance: Customer objects to the Planning Application

Comment Reasons:

  - Effect on existing community facilities

  - General dislike or support for proposal

  - Other - give details

Comment:The Wheatsheaf venue has been part of the musical and cultural lifeblood of the city for

decades. A lifeblood which is slowly being strangled by monetary gains and disinterest by property

owners and those in a position of power. This proposal is for such a small number of flats that any

possible "gain" can only be considered to vastly outweighed by the real gain to the hundreds of

patrons and musicians who benefit directly from The Wheatsheaf. I myself have attended dozens

of events there, played several and even promoted a show all of which have meant something

significant to me.

 

Without grassroots small venues music does not flourish, no artist starts at the Academy or bigger

stages out of Oxford, they start at small venues where the barrier to entry for all concerned is

much lower. The Cellar is gone, and now The Wheatsheaf is the last regularly used music venue

in the city centre. Is Oxford a city of culture? Perhaps it used to be, but in the decade I have lived

here/and near by it seems only concerned with funnelling money in, not considering the actual

environment being created for those living in its borders.

 

Radiohead, Foals, and Supergrass are all globally known acts beloved by millions, all of whom

started in the local scene and all played The Wheatsheaf at some point early in their careers.

There should be talk of a blue plague for The Wheatsheaf not offering up our shared cultural

history on the sacrificial alter of quick profit.



 


