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Executive Summary 1.0

1



The proposed refurbishment at No.2 Chester Square was originally granted 
Planning Permission and Listed Building Consent on 9th September 2020 with 
the respective Application References 20/02304/FULL & 20/02305/LBC.

This report is a summary of the minor amendments that has altered the 
original proposed design in one internal area.  The amendment is the profile 
of the new slab to the opened up under pavement vault at lower ground floor. 
Instead of a flat slab, we would like to recess the central portion to increase 
the headroom for ease of access.

New slab profile to the uncovered under pavement vault

As originally proposed and approved, the modern infill wall to the 
under pavement vault has been removed.  We discovered a very damp 
vault beyond but the walls and ceiling are structurally sound. The floor 
however is a mix of dirt, a portion of concrete slab and some rubble. We 
would like to propose that the new slab to go in would have a recess in 
the centre to be able to stand up. We propose a recess in the centre so we 
do not disturb the existing foundations of the vault. We would also cast 3 
steps to go down into the recessed part.

Please refer to drawings 1901-P12-099, 1901-P12-201, 1901-P12-300, 
1901-P-099, 1901-P-201 and 1901-P-300 for more information.

We have included a historic addendum at the back of this report which 
explains how we will not be altering the original vault.

No.2 Chester Square
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Permitted Planning Drawings2.0
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As mentioned in the Heritage statement submitted with the main planning 
application, the existing vault space had been shortened and a large portion of 
the original vault walled off. The reinstatement of the vault would enhance the 
significance of the listed building. 

On the following pages, we have included images of the vault as existing, 
before and after we have removed the wall infill. These photos highlight the 
area of modern slab as existing and the rest of the rubble floor of the vault 
where it had been blocked off.

We do not consider the proposed slab profile to the reinstated vault to be 
harmful to the building because it is a small lowering, not affecting the existing 
foundations and is far less harmful than lowering the entire floor. The slab 
will provide a space to stand whilst simultaneously respecting the the existing 
vault.

On the last page, we have included a sketch from the structural engineer 
showing the slab profile solution which is sympathetic the the existing historic 
fabric of the building and avoids putting pressure on the existing foundations.
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Existing condition of under pavement vault prior to removing the infill walll 

 — Existing vault condition

The existing vault was partially blocked off with a heavy plaster wall. There 
was a hole access to reach the mains water stop cock to the right. In the 
planning application we gained permission to remove this partition as it has 
no historical significance in order to reinstate the vault beyond.

01. Opening to access the stop cock for the mains water

02. Wall infill to vault

01

02

01. Opening to review the depth of the vault hidden beyond

02. Existing modern concrete slab

 — Vault at the beginnng of the opening up works showing the partial concrete floor slab

01

02

2524



 — Existing vault after the removal of the infill wall. The partial existing concrete slab is visible in the forground

Existing condition of under pavement vault after removing the infill walll 

The existing vault beyond the wall infill is very damp but structurally sound. 
The existing concrete slab only covers part of the vault floor with the rest 
being hardcore. The proposal for the slab profile would not affect the 
foundations and the vault will be damp proofed with a cavity drain membrane. 
The lining to the vault will follow the wall and roof form.

01. Partial concrete slab which was visible on the 
house side of the removed infill wall

02. Rest of the vault floor is hardcore and earth

01

02

 — Uncovered Vault showing condition of walls  — Existing water mains stop cock on the vault wall to be relocated to the kitchenette

2726



 — Structural proposal which avoids any pressure on the existing foundations by keeping a 45 degree zone clear

200

15
0

50

150mm slab H10-200 closed links and
H10-200 horizontal bars
E/F

H10-200 U-Bars, 400mm
lap

75mm cover

35mm cover

50mm cover

A393 mesh, top
and bottom

4no. H10 longitudinal bars
per corner

200mm thick walls

H10-200 closed links and
H10-200 perpendicular
bars E/F

50mm blinding on well
compacted ground

Denotes excavation limit.
Cannot go past a
45degree slope near the
existing footings

well compacted hardcore
infill

400 150

H12-400 dowels

Replacement/lowering of slab to
be carried in a staged underpin
sequence using light tools. No
existing foundations to be
disturbed and vibrations to be kept
to a minimum.1
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PLAN VIEW

TYPICAL SECTION AND REINFORCEMENT INTENT

2 CHESTER SQUARE WINE CELLAR SLAB PROPOSAL

7858 SK210210 P2
NTS AAFEB'20 TH

PRELIMINARY
P1 10.02.21 ISSUED FOR COMMENT AA

Polythene
sheet

H10-200 dowel bars,
150mm embedment

H10-200 "L" lapping bars

sloping RC wall
A393 mesh

H10-200
lapping
"U" bars or
closed
links

H10-200 "U" bars
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STEPS DETAIL
SECTION X-X

P2 12.02.21 ISSUED FOR COMMENT AA
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