
Heritage Statement  
4 Lewin Close is within the Conservation Area around Beauchamp Lane, and is part of a 
grade II listed building. The original building is a farmhouse from the late 16th or early 17th 

century, and it was converted into 3 houses in 1980-1982.  

The listing description for the property on Historic England’s website is as follows:  
BEAUCHAMP LANE 1. 1485 (East Side) (Formerly Church Street) No 8 SP 50 SW 26/95 
12.1.54. II 2. House. At right angles to road in a long rectangular plan. 2-storeyed roughcast 
rubble with cellars, stone copings, kneelers, ball finials and stone slate roof. Modern yellow 
brick chimney shafts. In the South elevation are modern 2-light casement windows. The 
West gable is C17 and has 3 and 4-light ancient casement windows with wood frames and 
lintels. The North elevation is of coursed rubble and has 5 gabled attic dormers in the roof 
and 5 2-light modern casement windows. Interior: Modernized except that the ground floor 
east room has some late C18 panelling and a niche. 

History. Once known as the Rectory farmhouse and may possibly be one of the buildings 
erected by William Napper c 1600; he died aged 75. (Oxf Hist Soc 92. 192). Napper appears 
to have been in Cowley in 1573 (i b 188) and to have had a "farme house" in Cowley. 
(Wood's Life III, 122). 
Listing NGR: SP5401203853 

Proposed Work 

We propose the installation of a small kitchen 1-light casement window on the North façade 
of 4 Lewin Close. 

The kitchen lost appropriate means of ventilation as a consequence of the installation of the 
conservatory in 1996 (ref 96/00079/L). The absence of any means of mechanical or purge 
ventilation causes issues of air quality as well as dampness control. We are seeking listed 
building consent in accordance with Building Regulations Section F3.11-F3.13 to provide 
adequate ventilation to reduce risk of long-term deterioration of the building fabric. 

Having considered all feasible ventilation options for mechanical and purge venting, we feel 
that the installation of a small window will be the most sympathetic rectification of the 
issue. A window will harmonically blend into the already altered North façade as opposed to 
the installation of a suitably sized modern mechanical venting system in the exterior wall. 

The window shall be located between a solid garden wall to the neighbouring property and 
the conservatory dating back to 1996 (see elevation drawings and photos). The proposed 
location ensures the window will not be visible from any public road, public footpath, 
bridleway or other public land. The only visible feature to one neighbouring property will be 
a small section of the proposed window lintel. 

A survey of the external wall at the location of the proposed new window suggests there 
may have been a window in the same location before. This is supported by the existence of 
some cut lintels in a wall predominantly built out of rubble masonry, which was repointed 
during the 1980s conversion works. 



Whilst the proposed window is not visible to the public, further measures to carefully 
integrate the proposed window and supporting lintel will be taken to align with the 
characteristic features of the North façade. 

The new window will match the visual appearance of the windows in the North façade , 
which were installed as part of the 1980s conversion (80/00834/L) and recently upgraded to 
double glazing (16/02390/LBC). It will be made from timber and painted in white. To provide 
better energy efficiency, enhanced double glazing will be used in accordance with guidance 
from Historic England: "where a new window or re-glazing is agreed, the reflective 
properties of secondary and double-glazing as compared to modern, polished single-glazing, 
do not usually harm the significance of the building." 

The new external lintel will match the visual appearance and material of the lintels on the 
ground floor of  the North façade , which were also installed as part of the 1980s 
conversion. 

Impact Assessment 

The proposal will rectify a ventilation issue causing concerns of dampness and thereby 
contribute to the long-term preservation of the property. The carefully chosen high-quality 
materials will make the building more energy-efficient, whilst the proposed location does 
not impact its historic character. The design matches the character of the windows and 
visible lintels of the neighbouring houses. The building fabric will only be impacted by the 
removal of circa 0.5m² sandstone, which is fully reversible if ever intended. Furthermore, 
this careful alteration shall have no impact on the significance or character of the building. 
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