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DRAWING NOTES
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Existing boundary trees and hedgerow retained and
gapped up with additional tree and hedgerow planting.

Proposed native hedgerow to establish new wildlife
corridors through the site.

Highest part of the site retained as public open space
for informal recreation and wildlife providing an attractive
setting for the lodges.

Central open space with amenity grass and tree
planting.

Entrance lodges arranged around a gateway space with
opportunities to incorporate a SuDS pond, tree planting
and flowering grassland.
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Access

Proposed lodges (25)

Public Right of Way (PRoW)

Existing trees

Proposed tree planting

Proposed hedge planting

Proposed meadow grass

Proposed amenity grass

Proposed SuDS pond

Proposed gravel footpaths

Proposed lane

Existing power line
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	1 INTRODUCTION
	1.1 Instructions
	1.1.1 Hankinson Duckett Associates (HDA) was appointed in January 2020 by The Club Company to undertake a Landscape and Visual Appraisal (LVA) for a development of lodges over the existing driving range at Wharton Park Golf and Country Club, Bewdley (...

	1.2 Methodology
	1.2.1 National landscape guidance uses landscape character as a basis for policy.  Natural England has established the current methodology for the character-based approach to landscape assessment (Ref 1).  This provides a foundation, with adaptation, ...
	1.2.2 The approach to this Baseline Landscape and Visual Appraisal is based upon the latest guidance, and upon HDA's extensive practical experience of assessment work.  HDA’s Methodology for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment is set out within App...


	2 LANDSCAPE PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT
	2.1 Introduction
	2.1.1 The landscape and visual appraisal has regard to the requirements of the development planning process.  The planning framework assists in the identification of the issues related to landscape, particularly in relation to landscape designation an...

	2.2 National Planning Policy Framework
	2.2.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (Ref 3) sets out the government’s planning policy.  Relevant paragraphs from the Framework are identified below:
	2.2.2 Paragraph 8 of the Framework sets out how sustainable development can be achieved, through three overarching objectives:
	2.2.3 The environmental objective, c), seeks ‘to contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic environment’.  Paragraph 10 states that ‘at the heart of the Framework is a presumption in favour of sustainable development’.
	2.2.4 Paragraph 98 concerns the protection of rights of way and access.  Planning policies and decisions should protect and enhance public rights of way and access, ‘including taking opportunities to provide better facilities for users, for example by...
	2.2.5 Section 12 concerns the achievement of well-designed places.  ‘The creation of high quality buildings and places is fundamental to what the planning and development process should achieve’ (Paragraph 124).  Paragraph 127 states that:
	2.2.6 Section 15 of the Framework relates to ‘Conserving and enhancing the natural environment’.  The means by which this can be achieved are set out within Paragraph 170 and include:

	2.3 National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG)
	2.3.1 The NPPG was launched as a web-based resource on 6th March 2014 (Ref 4).  The guidance supports and informs the framework and sets out further specific planning guidance.  NPPG categories relevant to this development include ‘Conserving and Enha...
	2.3.2 The National Design Guide, published in September 2019 (Ref 5), illustrates how well-designed places that are beautiful, enduring and successful can be achieved in practice. It forms part of the Government’s suite of planning practice guidance n...
	2.3.3 The Design Guide highlights good practice in relation to identifying the local and wider context of the site and local character and identity.  Specific consideration is given to the provision of a variety of open space and play, the inclusion o...

	2.4 Local Policy
	2.4.1 The site falls within the administrative district of Wyre Forest District Council (WFDC). Development Plan Documents include the Core Strategy for the period 2006 – 2026 (Ref 5) and the Site Allocations and Policies Local Plan for the period 200...


	3 SITE CONTEXT
	3.1 Location (Plan HDA 1)
	3.1.1 The site is located in the county of Worcestershire, within the district of Wyre Forest, in the parish of Bewdley. The closest large settlement in the area is Kidderminster, located 6km east of the site.
	3.1.2 The application site lies within Wharton Park Golf and Country Club. The proposed site comprises the driving range, north of the adjacent golf course and west of the car park and club house. The western edge of Bewdley lies around 300m north-eas...

	3.2 Landform and Drainage (Plan HDA 2)
	3.2.1 The Golf and Country Club lies to the west of the River Severn. It broadly lies over a plateau of rolling topography, which is incised by a series of minor tributary valleys. The site lies at the top of a valley feature, which extends to the Dow...
	3.2.2 The site has a 1 in 9 fall from west to east. The western edge of the site lies at around 134m AOD and the eastern edge at 113m AOD.

	3.3 Local Land Use and Vegetation
	3.4 Designations (Plan HDA 1)                                                                                                                                                                                                                              ...
	3.4.1 There are no landscape designations within or adjacent to the site.


	4 LANDSCAPE BASELINE
	4.1 Landscape Character
	4.2 Site Character and Features
	4.2.1 The character of the landscape is broadly consistent with the published assessments. Locally the landscape character is eroded by the adjacent A456 (Long Bank) trunk road and heavily manicured landscape of the golf course. The site is in-part bo...

	4.3 Landscape Sensitivity
	4.3.1 The key landscape receptors that are likely to be affected by the proposed development are as follows:
	4.3.2 The landscape sensitivity of a receptor comprises a combination of landscape value and susceptibility to change (see Appendix 1 for further details). Landscape value can be derived from designations placed upon a landscape or where Local Plans r...
	4.3.3 The site lies within an undesignated rural landscape with the adverse influences of the adjacent trunk road and golf course. The driving range is well maintained, however there are opportunities to enhance site boundary features with additional ...
	4.3.4 The susceptibility to the proposed development would also vary between receptors.  In landscape terms, susceptibility is ‘the ability of the landscape receptor to accommodate the proposed development without undue consequences for the maintenanc...
	4.3.5 Although some of the site boundary features are consistent with the wider landscape character, internally the driving range has an urbanising influence upon the area. Overall the sensitivity of the site has been judged to be Low. Within the wide...


	5 VISUAL BASELINE
	5.1 Methodology
	5.1.1 The visual baseline serves to establish the type of Visual Receptor (VR) that may be affected by the proposed development, the extent and character of existing views, the contribution that the site makes to each view/local visual amenity and the...
	5.1.2 A visual appraisal of the site was undertaken from public roads and footpaths.  Views were assessed based on 1) existing visibility 2) views after development.  Views of the proposed development were estimated by visualising the scale and form o...
	5.1.3 The visual appraisal is based on a grading of degrees of visibility.  There is, in any visual appraisal, a continuity of degrees of visibility from not visible to fully open in the view.  To indicate the degree of visibility of the site from sel...
	5.1.4 The visual appraisal was carried out in February 2020.  Views of the site are likely to decrease in summer months when vegetation is in leaf.  As part of the assessment methodology HDA have taken into account the latest guidance from the Landsca...

	5.2 Site Visibility (HDA Plan 3 and 4)
	5.2.1 The site is very well contained by existing vegetation and local landform. Locally, views of the site are restricted to adjacent stretches of the A456 (Long Bank) and Footpath 558 (C); and Footpath 562 (C) within the golf course.
	5.2.2 In public views from the north, the site can be glimpsed by pedestrians using the pavement alongside the adjacent stretch of the A456 (Long Bank) (Photograph 3). In these views, the site is almost entirely obscured by intervening trees, scrub an...
	5.2.3 In views from potential visual receptors to the east, the site is almost entirely obscured by adjacent woodland and commercial development, local landform and vegetation. Approaching from the east on footpath 568(C) site boundary vegetation beco...
	5.2.4 Public views to the south are limited to Footpaths 568(C) and 562(C) within the golf course. Further south intervening landform and vegetation prevents views of the site. In views from Footpath 568(C) adjacent to the site, there are glimpsed vie...
	5.2.5 In views from potential visual receptors to the west, the site is obscured by intervening vegetation and local landform. West of Church Lane, views from footpaths are entirely screened by dense woodland. In views from Church Lane and Footpath 56...
	5.2.6 Visual receptor locations from which private residents are likely to have views of the site are as follows:
	5.2.7 In views from the Running Horse Inn, the site is in-part screened by boundary trees and vegetation. Views of the site from Rose Cottage and The Woodlands would be glimpsed beyond Long Bank (A456) and intervening vegetation. In views from Isis, s...

	5.3 Summary of Existing Site Visibility
	5.3.1 East and west of the site, views are almost entirely obscured by a combination of local landform, vegetation and existing development. To the north, the site is glimpsed from the adjacent stretch of the A456 (Long Bank). To the south, there are ...

	5.4 Visual Sensitivity
	5.4.1 The visual sensitivity of a particular viewpoint location is assessed as a combination of viewer susceptibility and the value attached to the view.  The type of activity that a person – or visual receptor (VR) is engaged in affects susceptibilit...
	5.4.2 Rights of way: The most sensitive visual receptors to changes within a view are people whose activities are likely to be focussed on the landscape.  These include users of Footpath 558 (C) adjacent to the site and Footpath 562 (C) north of the s...
	5.4.3 Roads: Views of the site are also possible from sections of the A456 adjacent to the site. In these views occasional glimpses are seen beyond intervening vegetation within the context of the busy A road and roadside development. Therefore, the v...
	Private Views
	5.4.4 Paragraph 6.17 of GLVIA states that:
	5.4.5  In March 2019, The Landscape Institute published technical guidance on Residential Visual Amenity Assessment (RVAA).  Residential visual amenity is defined within the document as:
	5.4.6 Paragraphs 1.5 and 1.6 of the RVAA document state that:
	5.4.7 Local residents with open views from the primary living space of their property are accepted to be highly susceptible to changes within the view. There are no properties in this category. Local residents with no views of the site from the primar...
	5.4.8 The following table sets out the sensitivity of visual receptor groups considered within this assessment:


	6 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
	6.1 Description of the Proposals
	6.1.1 The application is for twenty-five lodges within Wharton Park together with associated access, circulation and parking. The scheme will ensure existing boundary planting can be retained and incorporate new areas of tree and hedgerow planting.


	7 PREDICTED EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
	7.1 Introduction
	7.1.1  The potential effects of the proposed development are assessed below, at year 0, when the potential effects are at their greatest and at year 10, following the establishment of the mitigation strategy.  In order to assess the potential effects ...
	7.1.2  The magnitude of change is a judgement on the size or scale of effect and is combined with the landscape or visual sensitivity to give a judgement on the significance of effects resulting from the proposed development.

	7.2 Predicted Landscape Effects
	7.2.1 The table below summarises the predicted effects on landscape receptors.

	7.3 Predicted Visual Effects
	7.3.1  Footpath 568 (C) adjacent to the site within the Golf Course In views from this adjacent stretch of footpath glimpses of the driving range will be replaced by glimpses of the lodges. The existing containment provided by boundary trees and shrub...
	7.3.2 Footpath 562 (C) within the Golf Course Existing glimpsed views of part of the driving range will be replaced be glimpsed of lodges together with planting and open space. These distant views will be seen beyond intervening trees and vegetation w...
	7.3.3 A456 (Long Bank) In views from the pavement alongside the adjacent stretch of the A456) (Long Bank) lodges would be glimpsed beyond intervening trees, scrub and the Running Horse Inn. The change in view from this busy stretch of road would be di...
	7.3.4 The following table sets out the predicted effects of the proposed development on visual receptor groups considered within this assessment:


	8 REVIEW OF RELEVANT POLICY
	8.1 Introduction
	8.1.1  This section addresses the planning policy context relevant to the site and whether the proposals are contrary to those policies.  Of particular relevance to the landscape aspects of policy pertaining to these proposals is the importance placed...

	8.2 National Planning Policy Framework
	8.2.1  This appraisal demonstrates that the proposals would conform to the Framework, by ensuring they “are sympathetic to local character and history, including the surrounding built environment and landscape setting” (paragraph 127 of the Framework ...

	8.3 Local Policy
	8.3.1 The proposals would be consistent with current and emerging policy that relate to landscape character and the effects on the amenity of visual receptors.
	Landscape Character


	9 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS




