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Written Scheme of Investigation 

1:  Introduction  

Steven Price of The Archaeology Co. has been commissioned to prepare a WSI for 

archaeological investigation works to be carried out prior to development on land 

to the north of Dock Road, Lytham St. Annes. Condition 6 of the planning 

permission consent (20/0573) states that:  

 

No development or other works of site clearance and preparation shall take place until 

a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) outlining a programme and timetable of 

archaeological investigation has been submitted to and approved in writing by the local 

planning authority. The WSI shall include: 

a) An initial strip, map and sample exercise, followed by the compilation of a report 

on the work undertaken and the results obtained. These works should aim to 

establish the presence or absence of buried archaeological remains and their 

nature, 

date, extent and significance. 

b) In the event that remains are encountered, a further phase of impact mitigation 

(formal excavation of those remains) and a subsequent phase of appropriate 

analysis, reporting and publication. 

c) Provision for archive deposition of the report, finds and records of the site 

investigation. 

d) Provision for all archaeological works to be undertaken by an appropriately 

qualified and experienced professional archaeological contractor in compliance 

with the standards and guidance set out by the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists (CIfA). 

The development shall be carried out in full accordance with the details in the duly 

approved WSI and the timetable contained therein. 

Reason: To ensure that a suitable programme of archaeological investigation is 

implemented prior to the commencement of any development that could disturb 

buried archaeology in order to record and advance the understanding of the 

archaeological and historical significance of the site for archival and research purposes 

in accordance with the requirements of Fylde Local Plan to 2032 policy ENV5 and the 

National Planning Policy Framework. 
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2:  Site Location  

The site is located on the north side of Dock Road, at its eastern end. The site is 

bounded to the west by the rear gardens of properties to Santa Cruz Ave, to the 

south by Dock Road, to the east by the Tangarine Group Docklands building and to 

the north by a fence which bars entry to Main Drain. The NGR of the site is SD 

38062 27623. The site is 0.16ha in size, measuring approximately 45m north – 

south and 35m east - west. It is currently a relatively flat brownfield site, with the 

former industrial buildings having been demolished. 

 

 

3: Historical Background 

The site is shown on the 1848 OS map as an empty patch of land to the east of 

Graving Dock. In the early 1890’s the Lytham Shipbuilding and Engineering Co was 

set up, previously known as Richard Smith and Co. They established the shipyard 

on Dock Road and made shallow-draft river craft which were sent in pieces and 

rebuilt at their destination. In addition, the yard made a variety of sternwheel, 

quarterwheel and tunnel propulsion river boats, barges and tugs (Grace’s Guide). 

 

The 1893 OS map shows the site at this time. The (presumably) main office 

building fronting Dock Road lay to the east, with the western end lying along the 

southern boundary of the site. To the west was a long ‘L’ shaped building, lying 

partially within the western boundary of the site. Through the centre of the site, 

running between the office building and the river to the north was a travelling 

crane. 

 

In 1904 the business was incorporated as the Lytham Shipbuilding and 

Engineering Company Limited (Grace’s Guide). By the time of the 191 OS map the 

traveling crane was no long shown. Instead, a rectangular building on the same 

alignment was present, although not as long. This was flanked on either side by a 

pair of smaller buildings. It is unclear what these were, although may have been 

housing for a travelling crane. To the north, just outside the site boundary a small 

crane is marked on the map however. To the east roads to the rear of the offices 
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gave access from the eastern end to the site. The ‘L’ shaped building to the west is 

of the site is labelled as ‘Laundry’. 

 

During World War I the yard made three "Saint" class naval tugs, smaller tugs, 

ammunition barges, telegraph repair ships and other small craft for the Navy. It 

also began making British coasters. In the 1920s it focussed on making river craft 

for West African and the Congo. However, it was affected by the Depression of the 

1930’s and only launched a few ships during this time. During the Second World 

War the main output was fourteen water carriers for Dockyard use, naval steam 

lighters, landing craft and coasters. In 1955 the company went into voluntary 

liquidation, with the silting up of the channel to the Ribble being a factor in 

closure. The yard and its contents were auctioned off (Grace’s Guide). 

 

 

4: Strip, Map and Sample 

 Aims 

The primary aim of the strip, map and sample process is to determine and 

understand the nature, function and character of any archaeological remains 

within the investigation area within their cultural and environmental setting. The 

aims of this investigation are to:  

• Expose and investigate any surviving archaeological deposits that may be 

present on the site; 

• To investigate and determine the date and character along with the 

function and significance of any such remains; 

• To produce a site archive for deposition with the appropriate museum. 

 

 Method 

The initial strip, map and sample process (a) will comprise continuous observation 

during the removal of topsoil, subsoil and overburden, which will be undertaken 

by a mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless ditching bucket under 

archaeological control. Soils will be removed to the first archaeological horizon, if 

present, or where these are absent to the upper interface of geological deposits. 

Should any archaeological remains be present these will be appropriately 

investigated and recorded in order that their date and character may be 
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determined. The present concrete base of the former industrial buildings is to be 

broken up and removed prior to the commencement of the strip, map and sample 

process, as well as the removal of any vegetation. 

 

The western side of the site is the area of the proposed erection of the industrial 

units and therefore the area of greatest potential impact on archaeological 

resources. The historic mapping shows the traveling crane to the centre of the site 

aligned roughly north – south with later buildings over it. As such the north and 

west areas shall be subject to the strip, map and sample process with the south 

and east retained for site access, spoil storage, car parking and facilities (see figure 

2). 

 

Structural remains are expected. Where present they will be planned and 

recorded at 1:50 scale. Following the recording of the site, a site meeting shall be 

held (either virtual or in-person, depending on lockdown restrictions) at which the 

further stage works in b) are agreed. The meeting shall include the archaeological 

contractor, the client and the archaeological planning officer (Doug Moir). 

 

With regards to b) structures and deposits will be examined and tested. 

Archaeological remains will be cleaned manually to define their extent, nature, 

form, condition and, where possible, date. Hand excavation will be undertaken by 

trained professional archaeologists, and shall occur only if it is deemed safe to do 

so. Discreet features shall be half sectioned and linear features 10% sampled (at 

least). Where there are intersecting features, these intersections shall be targeted.  

 

All archaeological deposits and artefacts encountered during the course of 

excavation will be fully recorded and each feature will be given a separate context 

number., before being formally excavated 

 

Excavation will not proceed beyond safe working depths; should unusually deep 

archaeological features or remains be encountered, then a method of working will 

be formulated to enable the depth and nature of the deposit to be tested.  
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Photographic recording shall take the form of digital photography (DSLR 10 

Megapixel minimum). An appropriate photo scale shall be present in each of the 

shots and a photo register compiled, recording the direction and subject of each 

shot. Features shall be located in plan at 1:50 scale. If features warrant it, details of 

will be drawn at 1:20 and sections also produced.  

 

Finds recovery programmes will be in accordance with best practice (following 

current Chartered Institute for Archaeologists’ guidelines) and subject to expert 

advice in order to minimise deterioration. All finds are to be recorded by context. 

Significant “small finds” should be located within three dimensions to the nearest 

10mm and bagged and labelled separately, numbered and a simple description 

made so that they can be identified within the assemblage. Finds storage during 

fieldwork and any site archive preparation will follow professional guidelines 

(UKIC). Any gold and silver artefacts recovered during the course of the excavation 

will be removed to a safe place and reported to the local Coroner according to the 

procedures relating to the Treasure Act, 1996. 

 

Human remains are not expected to be present, but if they are found they will, if 

possible, be left in-situ covered and protected. The removal of human remains will 

only take place in compliance with environmental health regulations and following 

discussions with, and with the approval of, the Ministry of Justice. If human 

remains are identified, the Ministry of Justice and curator will be informed 

immediately. Where a licence is issued, all human skeletal remains must be 

properly removed in accordance with the terms of that licence. Where a licence is 

not issued, the treatment of human remains will be in accordance with the 

requirements of CiFA “Updated Guidelines to the Standards for Recording Human 

Remains” (2017) and Historic England guidance (2017). 

 

Post excavation shall involve the digitisation of drawings and the compilation of a 

report. Finds shall be cleaned and processed. Where the assemblage is large, a 

sample of finds should be photographed for the report purposes. Any special finds 

should be photographed separately. The finds assemblage shall be assessed by a 

finds specialist to give an overview of its potential to meet the research aims of the 
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project. The value of the archaeological material for research and/or educational 

use will also be recorded. 

 

The results will be presented within a fully illustrated report, which will include the 

following:  

1. A non-technical summary of the survey’s findings;  

2. Introductory statements; 

3. Aims and objectives; 

4. The background to the survey, which will include an outline of the 

planning context, the survey dates and location details;  

5. An outline of the survey methodology;  

6. Results of the excavation; 

7. Conclusions; 

8. A set of measured scaled drawings; 

9. A photograph register including the direction of shot as well as 

details of the subject; 

10. A copy of the Online Access to the Index of Archaeological 

Investigations form (OASIS); 

11. A catalogue of photographs and other archive items; 

12. Archive location; and 

13. Appendices containing a copy of the WSI and other essential 

technical and supporting detail. 

 

The work will be carried out in accordance with the guidelines laid out by the 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists “Standard and Guidance for Archaeological 

Excavation” (2014). 

 

 

5:  Archive  

The results of the archaeological investigation will form the basis of a full archive 

to professional standards, in accordance with current Historic England guidelines 

(“The Management of Archaeological Projects”, 2nd edition, 1991), the “Guidelines 

for the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long Term Storage” (UKIC 1990), 

and current CIfA “standards and guidance for the creation, compilation, 
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transportation and deposition of archaeological archive” (published October 

2009). The project archive represents the collation and indexing of all the data and 

material gathered during the course of the project. The deposition of a properly 

ordered and indexed project archive in an appropriate repository is considered an 

essential and integral element of all archaeological projects by the CIfA in that 

organisation’s code of conduct.  

 

Prior to commencement the Museum of Lancashire shall be contacted to obtain 

agreement that they will accept the archive. If they do not agree to house the 

archive then a catalogue of the finds need to be created, including a written 

description and scaled photographs, with the finds then returned to the 

landowner. The digital archive will then be deposited with ADS, including a digital 

copy of the report as well as associated photographs. A copy of the final report will 

also be deposited with the Lancashire Historic Environment Record in PDF/a 

format.   

 

Should the results warrant it, a summary report, or detailed article on the work 

shall be submitted for publication in a regional or national journal, appropriate to 

the significance of the results and findings of the project. This shall be done no 

later than one year after the completion of the work.  

 

 

6:  Staff  

The Archaeology Co. is nominated to carry out the works. All fieldwork will be 

undertaken by Pascal Eloy and/or Steven Price as well as other trained staff under 

their guidance, should it be warranted. 

 

 

7:  Health and Safety  

Health and Safety regulations and requirements cannot be ignored no matter how 

imperative the need to record archaeological information. Hence health and safety 

will take priority over archaeological matters. 
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Full regard will be given to all constraints during the course of the project. A Health 

and Safety Statement, along with a risk assessment, will be provided. All site 

procedures shall be in accordance with the guidance set out in the Health and 

Safety Manual compiled by the Standing Conference of Archaeological Unit 

Managers. 

• The Health and Safety at Work Act (1974); 

• Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations (1999); 

• Manual Handling Operations Regulations 1992 (as amended in 2002); 

• The Construction (Design and Management) Regulations (2015); 

• The Control of Asbestos Regulations (2006); 

• The Workplace (Health, Safety and Welfare) Regulations (1992); 

• Construction (Health, Safety and Welfare) Regulations (1996); 

• The Health and Safety (Miscellaneous Amendments) Regulations (2002); 

• The Work at Height Regulations (2005); 

• The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations (2002); 

• The Health and Safety (First-Aid) Regulations (1981); 

• The Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations (1998); 

• Lifting Operations and Lifting Equipment Regulations (1998). 

 

COVID 19 precautions shall also be taken. These shall include maintaining a 2m at 

all times, handwashing before and after breaks and wearing masks when 

appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

8: Monitoring 

Monitoring shall follow the guidelines set out in the CIfA’s Standard and Guidance 

for archaeological excavation. Monitoring will be undertaken against the WSI and 

visits will be documented. Non-compliance with the agreed WSI or project design 

must be pointed out by the monitor to the archaeologist undertaking the work, 

and their client if appropriate, at the earliest opportunity. The archaeologist on site 

shall keep the Archaeological Planning Officer (Doug Moir) abreast of the works, so 
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that they may monitor the work. They should also be notified immediately of any 

significant findings. 

 

 

9: Timetable 

The strip, map and sample process is to take no more than two weeks, with two 

weeks’ notice given prior to the project commencement. The reporting is to be 

completed within 12 weeks of commencement. 

 

 

10: General 

All project staff will adhere to the Code of Conduct of the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists. The project will follow the requirements set down in the 

appropriate Standard and Guidance notes prepared by the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists and all staff will wear appropriate PPE. 
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Figure 1: Location Plan (OS Licence Number: 100057911) 

 

 
Figure 2: Site Plan (courtesy of client) showing area to be stripped 
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Figure 3: 1848 OS map Lancashire Sheet LXVII (courtesy of Lancashire Archives) 

 

 

 
Figure 4: 1893 OS map 1:2,500 scale LXVII.3 (courtesy of Lancashire Archives) 
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Figure 5: 1911 OS map 1:2,500 scale LXVII.3 (courtesy of Lancashire Archives) 

 

 
Figure 6: Detail of 1893 map showing are to be stripped 


