H. C. DESIGNS
Building Plans Prepared for Domestic and Commercial Developments

206 North Road, Darlington DL1 2EN
01325. 282365 / 07553 358819

chris5554@btinternet.com
16th March 2021
Planning Department
Town Hall

Darlington

DL1 5QT

FAO Michael Conyard
Heritage Statement 

REF: Burnside Carpets 46-56 High Northgate Darlington DL1 1UW
The unauthorised fitting of new UPVC windows replacing the existing timber sash windows at the above premises has been brought to the attention of Darlington Borough Council.
The property lies within the Northgate Conservation Area in the first block of terraced properties on the eastern side of High Northgate and north of the John Street junction, opposite the BP petrol station site that was formerly an early example of the talking picture house sadly demolished to make way for such a development.
There has been agricultural activity in Darlington since the early Neolithic period.

The area was occupied by Romans and Darlington was born in Anglo-Saxon times due to its location as a crossing point over the River Skerne and its protected south facing position in the Skerne Valley.

Northgate lies to the northern end of Darlington town centre close to the Darlington and Stockton railway line “the birthplace of the railways” which form the northern boundary of Northgate Conservation Area including the group of building forming North Road railway station and museum. The steam powered “Locomotion” built by George Stephenson ran on what was the first passenger carrying railway line in the world and the “five pound note” bridge has recently been subject to transformation for visiting railway enthusiasts.

Due mainly to the decline of the railways in the 1960,s only one line now runs through North Road Station and the general area has suffered slow decline until recently attempts have been made to reverse decades of non investment in the Northgate area. 

The proposed planning application, invited by Darlington Borough Council, is to retain the UPVC windows that have been fitted into the existing structural window openings.
The existing use class A1 includes living accommodation at first floor level, offering rental accommodation close to local amenities and bus routes. Our opinion is that the property currently undergoing internal refurbishment at first floor level to improve the living accommodation, and repair the existing external render would have no further impact on the local area than has previously taken place, in particular to the other two blocks of terraced properties from 54 -136 High Northgate towards the railway viaduct.
The new windows are manufactured from a UPVC in a style similar to the original windows. The windows benefit from double glazing, reducing heat loss, an emergency escape sash fitted in accordance with and to comply with current building regulations, whilst reducing noise from the entering the living accommodation from the estimated 25,000 vehicles travelling to and from town on what is the second busiest arterial road into Darlington.

A planning requirement for new living accommodation applications on main arterial roads is to reduce noise pollution entering into a dwelling, this is requested by the Environmental Health Department.
I am sure that when all works are completed the application property will enhance the heritage asset within the Northgate Conservation Area in the 22nd Centuary.

We look forward to your favourable decision for the planning application under consideration

Yours faithfully

Chris Humble

Senior Building Designer

On behalf Mr George Burnside

Burnside Carpets
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