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East Devon District Council 
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7th April 2021 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
APPLICATION FOR PRIOR APPROVAL PERTAINING TO NEW PRIVATE ROAD FOR 
AGRICULTURAL/FORESTRY USE – AT GREAT TRILL FARM, AXMINSTER, EX13 8TU 
 
I confirm that an application for the prior approval of new private roads for 
agricultural/forestry use at Great Trill Farm has been submitted via the planning portal and 
assigned the reference PP-09689342.  
 
All supporting documents have been submitted electronically via the Planning Portal, and 
these comprise the following: 
 

 Completed application form 
 Site Location Plan drawing number E104 
 Site Plan drawing number E105 & E106 

 
A payment nomination has also been received by the Client who will arrange payment 
directly. 
 
Permitted Development Rights 
 
New tracks or alterations to existing tracks “reasonably necessary” for agriculture or forestry 
purposes constitute ‘development’ and will benefit from ‘permitted development rights’ as 
explained below.  
 
The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 
(GPDO) (Schedule 2, Part 6) provides a general planning permission known as 'permitted 
development rights' for certain types of development. The GPDO and the permitted 
development rights provide for the construction of new tracks or the alteration of existing 
tracks, on agricultural or forestry land, provided that the proposals are ‘reasonably necessary 
for the purposes of agricultural or forestry within the unit’, subject to the compliance with 
conditions including the following;  The developer shall, before starting work, apply to the 
NPA as local planning authority for a determination as to whether prior approval of the 
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authority will be required to the siting and means of construction of the private way. The 
Authority has 28 days to respond. 
 
Background 
 
The site is wholly within the ownership boundary of Great Trill Farm. The applicant is Mr 
Roland De Hauke, who is the owner of the Farm. 
 
The application seeks to re-establish approximately 1530m of historic forestry track. The 
application incorporates two sections of new track, one measuring 130m and the other 655m. 
The new tracks also largely follow the route of the historic track and is necessary to facilitate 
access as required in the larger environmental plan at Great Trill Farm.   
 
The proposal forms part of a significant environmental plan to improve the biodiversity at 
Great Trill Farm and will serve approximately 50 acres of new native woodland. This new 
woodland is to be planted in a joint project with the forestry commission. 
 
The proposed tracks will also facilitate the management of new species rich meadows and 
therefore improve the surface water management.  
 
Conclusions 
 
It is considered that there are no health and safety or material planning considerations why 
the proposed access track cannot be constructed as described on the accompanying drawing 
and application form. In this regard, development shall not be begin before one of the 
following occurs:  
 
a) The local planning authority provide written notice that such prior approval is not 

required.  
B) The local planning authority provide notice within 28 days of receipt of this 

application that prior approval is required. or  
c) The expiry of 28 days of receipt of this application and the local planning authority do 

not provide any determination whether such prior approval is required or notifying 
the applicant of their determination. 

 
Therefore, we look forward to receiving an acknowledgment that the application has been 
received, and confirmation of the start date of the 28 day determination period. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
James Harris 
Architectural Technician 


