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Company No: 7717863

Preliminary UXO Risk Assessment VAT Nos 128 8833 79

www.1stlinedefence.co.uk

Client Integrale Limited

Project Corner of West and Kent Street

Site Address 27 & 29 West Street, Bedminster, Bristol, BS3 3NW
Report Reference EP13088-00

Date 17/03/21

Originator HF

Assessment Objective

This preliminary risk assessment is a qualitative screening exercise to assess the likely potential of encountering
unexploded ordnance (UXO) at the 27 & 29 West Street site in Bedminster. The assessment involves the consideration
of the basic factors that affect the potential for UXO to be present at a site as outlined in Stage One of the UXO risk
management process.

Background

This assessment uses the sources of information available in-house to 1 Line Defence Ltd to enable the placement of
a development site in context with events that may have led to the presence of German air-delivered or Allied military
UXO. The report will identify any immediate necessity for risk mitigation or additional research in the form of a Detailed
UXO Risk Assessment. It makes use of 1% Line Defence’s extensive historical archives, library and unique geo-databases,
as well as internet resources, and is researched and compiled by UXO specialists and graduate researchers.

The assessment directly follows CIRIA C681 guidelines “Unexploded Ordnance, a Guide for the Construction Industry”.
The document will therefore assess the following factors:

e Basic Site Data

e Previous Military Use

e Indicators of potential aerial delivered UXO threat
e Consideration of any Mitigating Factors

e Extent of Proposed Intrusive Works

e Anyrequirement for Further Work

It should be noted that the vast majority of construction sites in the UK will have a low or negligible risk of encountering
UXO and should be able to be screened out at this preliminary stage. The report is meant as a common sense ‘first
step’ in the UXO risk management process. The content of the report and conclusions drawn are based on basic,
preliminary research using the information available to 1% Line Defence at the time this report was produced. It should
be noted that the only way to entirely negate risk from UXO to a project would be to support the works proposed with
appropriate UXO risk mitigation measures. It is rarely possible to state that there is absolutely ‘no’ risk from UXO to a
project.

!4 !4 !ﬁ CHAS J/Nl ‘,‘ ::','.'.",‘ @ (\211"..7.'.
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ISTLINE DEFENCE

Preliminary UXO Risk Assessment

Risk Assessment Considerations

Site location and
description/current use

The site is located within Bedminster, Bristol.

Recent aerial photography dated 2020 indicates that the
site currently comprises a small area of greenspace. It is
bordered by West Street to the north, Kent Street to the
east, a car park to the south, and multi-storey structures
to the west.

The site is approximately centred on the OS grid
reference: ST 58254 71299.

Are there any indicators of
current/historical military
activity on/close to the site?

A geo-data set held in-house indicates that Ashtongate Camp and Bedminster Camp
were located approximately 390m and 2.3km south-west of the site respectively.. No
evidence could be found to suggest that the site itself was used for any wartime
activities connected to the military or for the storage of live ordnance.

The closest Heavy Anti-Aircraft (HAA) batteries were situated approximately 2.5km to
the south-west of the site, the range of a fired projectile can be up to 15km. The
conditions in which unexploded anti-aircraft ordnance may have fallen unrecorded are
analogous to that of aerial delivered German bombs - see the sections below for further
information.

What was the pre- and post-
WWII history of the site?

Pre-WWII OS mapping dated 1916 — 1918 indicated that the site comprised multiple
structures. It is bordered by West Street to the north, Kent Street to the east, and a
similar composition of structures to the south and west.

Post-WWIlI OS mapping dated 1953 indicated that the site comprised multiple
structures. An area of clearance can be seen just south of the site, along with another
on the eastern side of Kent Street, as well as an area of ruin.

Was the area subject to
bombing during WWII?

During WWII, the site was situated within the County Borough (C.B) of Bristol. Home
Office (HO) statistics suggest that this borough sustained an overall very high density of
bombing, with an average of 254.2 bombs dropped per 1,000 acres. This consisted of
6,184 high explosive (HE) bombs, 2 parachute mines and 17 oil bombs, culminating in
6,203 incidents over 24,406 acres.

Available sets of bomb plot mapping for Bristol held in-house were consulted. One

bombing incident is recorded immediately bordering the site to the east. Additionally,
a number of bombs are recorded to have fallen in surrounding areas.

Is there any evidence of
bomb damage on/close to
the site?

The clearance evident when comparing pre and post WWII OS mapping could be
indicative of bomb damage.

To what degree would the
site have been subject to
access?

Though the site is generally believed to have sustained good levels of access at the start
of the war due to the presence of multiple structures on site, after the aforementioned
bombing incidents, it is possible that the site may not have been regularly accessed or
checked following air raids, presenting the possibility that items of UXO may have fallen
and remained unobserved within the site.

Document Code: 16-2-2F-Ed04-Jan17
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ST LINE DEFENCE Preliminary UXO Risk Assessment

To what degree has the site | All structures visible on post-WW!II OS mapping have since been demolished.
been developed post-WWII?

What is the nature and The nature and extent of works proposed was not available at the time of writing.
extent of the intrusive
works proposed?

Summary and Conclusions

During WWII, the site was situated within the County Borough (C.B) of Bristol. Home Office (HO) statistics suggest that
this borough sustained an overall very high density of bombing, with an average of 254.2 bombs dropped per 1,000
acres. Available sets of bomb plot mapping for Bristol held in-house were consulted. One bombing incident is recorded
immediately bordering the site to the east. Additionally, a number of bombs are recorded to have fallen in surrounding
areas.

The clearance evident when comparing pre and post WWII OS mapping could be indicative of bomb damage. Though
the site is generally believed to have sustained good levels of access at the start of the war due to the presence of
multiple structures on site, after the aforementioned bombing incidents, it is possible that the site may not have been
regularly accessed or checked following air raids, presenting the possibility that items of UXO may have fallen and
remained unobserved within the site.

Recommendations

Further research is recommended in the form of a Detailed UXO Risk Assessment in accordance with CIRIA guidelines.
This is recommended in order to better assess the wartime conditions within and around the prosed area of works.
Further research would involve the acquisition of any available written local bombing records, WWiIl-era aerial
photography and other archival material.

Prior to or in lieu of a Detailed Assessment, it is recommended that appropriate UXO Risk Mitigation Measures are
provided for intrusive works proposed.

If the client has any anecdotal or empirical evidence of UXO risk on site, please contact 1st Line Defence.
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