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Ecosystem Services Statement  

1 Longacre Close, Liss, Hampshire, GU33 7UZ  

 

Paragraph 170(b) of the NPPF states: “Planning policies and decisions should contribute to 

and enhance the natural and local environment by recognising the intrinsic character and 

beauty of the countryside, and the wider benefits from natural capital and ecosystem 

services”. 

With the imminent passing of the Environmental Bill and the ongoing importance for 

Biodiversity Net Gain, Ecosystem Services have been embedded into the design process from 

the conceptual stage.  

Core Policy SD2 of the South Downs Local Plan 2014-2033 requires development proposals to 

have an overall positive impact on the ability of the natural environment to contribute goods 

and services. The ways in which this will be achieved and the criterion most associated with 

the site include: 

a) Sustainably manage land and water environments; 

b) Protect and provide more, better and joined up natural habitats; 

c) Conserve water resources and improve water quality; 

d) Manage and mitigate the risk of flooding; 

e) Improve the National Park’s resilience to, and mitigation of, climate change; 

f) Increase the ability to store carbon through planting or other means; 

i) Reduce levels of pollution; 

j) Improve opportunities for peoples’ health and wellbeing; and 

k) Provide opportunities for access to the natural and cultural resources which 

contribute to the special qualities 

It is important to establish the baseline features in and around the site to ensure these are 

granted an appropriate level of protection and enhancement. Baseline features for the site 

are as follows: 

• Garden area to the front and rear of the property; and 

• Tree lined roads. 

The following table sets out the proposed measures to support the important functions 

carried out by the natural environment: 
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Ecosystem Service Action Policy SD2 Criterion Details 

Safeguarding wildlife 
habitats 

B, J, K All trees and associated planting on 
site will be retained in order to 
protect habitats.  

Increase areas of native 
planting 

B, E, F, I, J, K Increasing levels of native and 
pollinator-friendly planting will 
provide opportunities for better and 
more joined up habitats, and will 
provide further food and habitats 
for local species. Increased planting 
will also allow interception of 
surface water. 

Installation of bird boxes B This will allow birds to nest on site 
without disturbance. 

Rainwater harvesting A, C, E Rainwater butts will be included in 
the design to reduce water 
consumption and recycle grey water 
in the garden areas. 

Permeable Surfacing A, D, E,  Where hard landscaping is to be 
introduced, it will be a permeable 
surface, to reduce surface water 
run-off and flooding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




