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Background Data 

Surveyor 

Dave Fulton 

Active Bird Ringer and Full Trainer for British Trust for Ornithology (permit A2889). 

Voluntary warden of Chelmarsh Reservoir Wildlife Reserve, Shropshire, for Shropshire 

Ornithological Society & South Staffs.Water PLC. 

Member of Shropshire and Worcestershire Bat Groups. 

Voluntary Bat Warden & Roost Visitor for Bat Conservation Trust/Natural England. 

Bat Carer since 2010 (Bat rescues and home care until fit to release). 

Bat Survey Class Licences 2015-15608-CLS-CLS / 2015-10726-CLS-CLS 

Tel: 01746 861580 Mob:  07774734533 

Email: davebirder@aol.com 

Survey Objectives 

Plans are being submitted to change an existing agricultural building to living 

accommodation. An ecological survey has been requested to ensure no European 

Protected Species will be adversely affected by the proposed development. 

The majority of the conversion work will be internal, with minimal groundwork, hence 

any disturbance externally to wildlife will be very minimal. 

The survey includes external and internal inspection of the premises and a search of the 

immediate surrounding area. 

Field Survey on premises. 12th April 2021 

Preliminary Desktop survey 

This was to identify any protected species which have historically been recorded within a 

5km radius of the property. 

From The National Biodiversity Network Atlas information, the following protected 

species have been recorded. 

Bats: Common & Soprano Pipistrelle, Brown Long Eared, Noctule, and Barbastelle. 

Reptiles: Very few records, being just one of Grass snake. 

Amphibians: 13 records of Great crested Newt but nearest record at 2km. distance. 

Other Species: Records of several other species but none in the immediate vicinity 

included Badger, Hedgehog, etc. These species are largely irrelevant for this survey 

given the minimal external and ground disturbance required. 

mailto:davebirder@aol.com


 

Surrounding Area 

The barn due for conversion is situated alongside Warbage Lane, in an area to the north 

and east of mainly pasture and arable fields. Significant expanses of woodland lie to the 

west. Chaddesley Wood National Nature Reserve also lies some 2km. to the west. 

A small wooded area lies immediately to the north of the site. Long term plans are to 

encourage wildlife to use this area. 
 

 

Barn for conversion marked with asterisk. 



 

External Search 

The barn was of a total metal construction, built upon brick support walls. The barn was 

in virtually new condition, with close fitting doors and no side windows. 

This type of construction is not suitable for roosting bats, which need stable temperature 

conditions. Being metal, the temperature fluctuations would be much too variable. There 

were no suitable crevices where bats could roost. 

There were also no suitable gaps for birds to enter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Front (NE facing) Rear view. 

  

North west side. 
 

South east side viewed through existing hedgerow. 



 

Internal Search 

An internal search was carried out. As expected, no bats were present in any part, and not 

one single bat dropping could be found despite a search of all the floor area. 

No evidence was found of any nesting birds, the entire barn interior was in spotless 

condition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Immediate Surrounding Area 

The immediate surrounding area was hard standing with no vegetation except the 

roadside hedgerow along the south east side. This hedgerow is to be retained, although it 

will be trimmed for neatness and to encourage thicker growth which would benefit 

wildlife. Trimming will obviously be carried out outside the bird nesting season. An 

inspection of the current hedge was made. No signs of any nesting birds were seen. In 

addition, no signs of Badger, or tree roosting bats was found. 
 

Roadside hedgerow. 



 

Conclusions 

1. There was no evidence to suggest that bats are using the premises. Normally we 

would carry out a bat emergence survey in addition to external and internal searches. 

However, in this particular case this is not considered necessary, the surveyor is 

confident that no bats roost at this property. 

2. Considering the location and surrounding habitat, and the minimal groundwork 

required, no other protected species are likely to be affected. e.g. Badgers, Newts, etc. 

3. No evidence of nesting birds was found. The hedgerow on the SE side is to be 

retained, and will be trimmed to encourage thicker growth. This trimming will be 

carried out outside the bird nesting season. 

Recommendations 

No time restrictions are considered necessary on the building works, as clearly no 

protected species are likely to be affected. 

It is always a good policy to try to enhance the general surrounding to attract 

additional wildlife. This could incorporate a few bird and bat boxes. 

Signed as a true and accurate record Dave Fulton 

 
Report dated 15th April 2021 


