
CHARD ROAD SURGERY CONVERSION TO 6 TOWNHOUSES  

ST BUDEAUX PLYMOUTH PL5 2EQ  

SURFACE WATER DRAINAGE DESIGN 

REAPPLICATION TO DISCHARGE CONDITION 3 

PLANNING PERMISSION  20/00201/FUL  

PROJECT OVERVIEW    

The  scheme  will  consist  of  a  6  unit  scheme  of  2  x  1  bed  houses and  4  x  2  bed  houses,  

 works also include new pedestrian footpath, fencing, pathways, walling, landscaping and drainage.   

TIMING  

Commencement date: November/December 2020     

Expected completion December 2021   

 

 

 

 

 



Chard road Surgery was built  in 1993 on existing heavily sloping Council owned Parkland. 
There was clearly a flooding issue with the site as a French drain was installed in the North 
east of the site in an arc surrounding the surgery for the water run off from the open 
parkland to the North ( see attached photo ) 
 

 
 
As well as this drain a fully dedicated drainage system was installed to move rain and 
surface water to SWW main rainwater sewer ( see attached plans ). 
 

 
 
For the past twenty five years this system has proved highly effective in preventing 
flooding of the site and surrounding infrastructure. 
 
With the new development of the site the question of SUDS has been addressed and 
following planning approval for conversion to six townhouses a condition to provide a 
suitable drainage design was undertaken. 
 
 



Following percolation tests it was concluded Soakaways might be possible , however once 
digging was undertaken it was clear from the shallet rock and the very slow drainage as 
shown in attached photo that the site needed an alternative solution. 
 

 
 
In discussion with our drainage consultants the run off issue made calculating the current 
flow rate of surface water impossible to measure, so some form of rainwater management 
using water butt harvesting with regulators was chosen.  
Any attenuation tank option could potentially mean backing up during a heavy storm and 
result in flooding the rear houses. 
By using the existing drainage system with water butts linked to downpipes this would in turn 
slow the rainwater flow rate to acceptable levels. 
This proposal has been presented to SWW Developer Services Team who have confirmed 
by email their agreement to this. ( see attached ) 
 
 
Developer Services Planning <DeveloperServicesPlanning@southwestwater.co.uk> 
Tue 23/03/2021  
 
Phil as said I have no objection to this means of draining roofwater from the buildings. 
  
Regards 
  
Martyn Dunn Pre-Development Technical Advisor 
 
Developer Services Planning <DeveloperServicesPlanning@southwestwater.co.uk> 
Mon 22/03/2021  
 
Phil am I interpreting this as that soakaway drainage is not possible if so a discharge to the dedicated 
surface water sewer to serve the building works only will be acceptable. 
  
Regards 
  
Martyn Dunn Pre-Development Technical Advisor 
D: 01392 443702 
  
Peninsula House, Rydon Lane, Exeter, EX2  


