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Tree Report 

Report Author: Mr C. D. McCreedy. RHS Dip 

 

Location of Tree: In the garden of Holly House adjacent to the redevelopment site 

Status of the Tree: Tree Preservation Order 2019, 3 

Underlying soil structure: Freely draining slightly acid loamy soil    

 

Overview  

The report has been commissioned by Mr Andy Bateman of EZ – Plans, who is 

seeking to establish best practice for the construction of the proposed parking area 

and protection of the root structure of the adjacent tree during development of the 

site, in line with BS5837 Trees in Relation to Construction.  
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Photograph 1: showing the tree adjacent to the site boundary with Holly House 

viewed from Moat Lane. 

Observations 

T1 

Species: Beech, Fagus sylvatica purpurea 

Date of inspection 26/11/2020 

Height: 15 metres 

Crown spread: Even spread of a radius of 7.5 metres  

Trunk diameter at 1.5 above ground: 580mm 

RPA: 7 metres with a 20% potential offset of 1.4 metres. 

Condition: Cat A 
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The tree which is the subject of this report is a reasonable specimen and has some 

low branches that currently overhanging the proposed parking area. It would benefit 

from some light crown lifting, to prevent any possible damage when the parking area 

comes into use. It is to be noted that this would be beneficial to the tree as it would 

rebalance the crown to match its opposite side. 

 

 

 

Photograph 2: showing boundary of the site with Holly House viewed from Stone 

House. 
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T1 in relation to the the proposed development at Stone House with the crown shown 

as the outer circle and the root protection area shown as a dashed circle. The 20% 

offset is shown as a hatched area. 

 

Root Protection Area (RPA) 

The Root Protection Area or RPA is calculated using the diameter of the trunk taken 

at 1,500 mm above ground level. 

The measurements given for the reccomended root protection areas are based on 

the diameter of the trees on site. However, when appropriate, it is permitted to allow 

a 20% offset in the radius of the RPA on one side of the tree, in accordance with the 

standards set out in BS: 5837 Trees in Relationship to Construction. 
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Root protection Barrier 

Typical detail of protective fencing to be erected prior to the commencement of any 

construction and retained until the construction of the main building has been 

completed. It is essential that no material should be stored within this area at any 

time. 

 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

Based on the calculations specified in BS 5837 the proposed parking area does 

fall within the Root protection area of T1. However, given that the land on the 

boundary at Holly House appears to have been built up (see photo 2) and the 

land naturally falls away from the boundary across the site, it lends itself 

naturally to a no dig construction method, using a granular material overlaid on 

a permeable geotextile as a sub base, with a finished porous surface allowing 

air and moisture to permeate to the root structure of the tree. 

Before constructing the parking area, consent should be sought from Dover 

District Council to carry out works to a TPO tree requesting a light crown lift to 

3 metres over the Stone House side of the tree to prevent any accidental 
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damage to the small lower branches. This will rebalance the crown (see photo 

1) and ensure no damage is caused by vehicle parking in the future. 

 

Special Working Methods 

Where minor works are carried out beyond the line of protective fencing at the 

fringe of the plotted RPA,s, all initial surface  excavations should be undertaken 

by hand, to avoid any damage to the protective bark covering any larger roots. 

If necessary, any roots encountered which are smaller than 25mm in diameter 

can be pruned back, preferably to a side branch using a propriety cutting tool. 

Roots larger than 25mm in diameter should only be severed following 

agreement with the Local Authority Arboricultural Officer, as they may be 

essential to the trees health and stability.  

Any excavated roots should be surrounded with sharp sand, (not soft sand i.e. 

builders sand). Any backfilling of foundation voids should be filled with clean 

granular material to ensure adequate water penetration and gaseous 

exchange. Materials with high fines content should be avoided as they become 

almost impermeable when consolidated. 

Where an there is an allowance of a percentage offset to the plotted RPA this 

may only be acceptable if any proposal does not require any  excavation and 

has the ability to allow  both water and gaseous exchange to continue 

uninterrupted. No operation should occur within this area that could cause 

compaction of the underlying soil structure.  

 

Note. All reports are based on a visual inspection on the day and as trees are a living thing they 

continue to develop and situations change over a period and as such no guarantee can be given as to 

changes beyond the day of inspection.  

A lack of recommended work does not imply that a tree does not pose an unacceptable level of risk 

and likewise, it should not be implied that a tree will present an acceptable level of risk once any 

recommended work is completed. 

*Note. No felling should occur during the bird nesting season as it is an offence under The Wildlife 

and countryside act 1981 to disturb nesting birds or recklessly disturb a bat or its roost.  

 


