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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This planning application is submitted on behalf of St Modwen Developments Ltd. 

1.2 The application relates to a site known as Plot 5 at the Cofton Centre, located off Groveley Lane, 

Cofton Hackett which was historically a car storage area associated with the former MG Rover car 

plant until it closed in 2005, but more lately and until now has been used for car storage for a 

lease car fleet management company.  It is part of the Cofton Centre, a successful employment 

area which has grown and expanded since the car plant closed, with a range of businesses, 

providing valued employment for the local area. 

 

1.3 The description of the application as set out on the application forms is as follows; 

“Proposed Employment Unit (Industrial, research and development, general industrial, storage 

and distribution under Use Classes E(g) (excluding Offices under E(g)(i)), B2 and B8), access, 

parking, service yards, landscaping and associated development infrastructure”   
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1.4 The proposals here represent another significant investment by St Modwen into the regeneration 

of the former MG Rover site in line with the transformational vision for the area to create many 

new jobs, homes and amenities set out within the Longbridge Area Action Plan.  The closure of 

the former MG Rover plant had a significant impact upon the economic and social well-being of 

the local community.  The production of the Area Action Plan for Longbridge was a response by 

the Councils and key stakeholders, seeing regeneration of the area with significant new 

investment to create social, environmental and economic benefits for the area.  St Modwen have 

been delivering on this Vision since the adoption of the Area Action Plan in 2009, with a new town 

centre development at Longbridge, many new homes, new parks and amenity spaces as well as 

the creation of thousands of new jobs as part of the overall regeneration scheme. 

1.5 The land at the Cofton Centre is a long established part of the former MG Rover plant and in the 

Area Action Plan remains proposed for employment re-use, in line with its historic use and 

function.  This application and proposed development represent a development which is entirely 

in line with the Development Plan employment allocation for the site.  

1.6 The planning application and proposals are set out in full for a new employment unit which has 

been flexibly designed to accommodate a range of employment uses for a future occupier, 

whether for light industrial, more general industrial or storage and distribution purposes.  The use 

classes relevant here for the building, reflective of the recent changes to the use classes order, 

are use classes E(g), B2 and B8 development.  The proposals exclude offices as an employment 

use within use class E(g)(i) although, of course, the building includes ancillary office 

accommodation associated with its main proposed uses for industrial or storage and distribution 

purposes. 

1.7 For the avoidance of doubt and to make clear, the application proposals are as follows; 

• E(g), B2 and/or B8 employment development but excluding offices as would otherwise 

be allowed for under E(g)(i). 

• Permission for the proposed units to be used for either E(g), B2 or B8 such that, if 

necessary and to maintain flexibility in the future, Schedule 2, Pt 3, Class E of the 

General Permitted Development Order 1995 can be used and the premises revert to 

any of these permitted uses without the need to refer back to planning. 

• The provision of ancillary offices within the unit but without altering the principal nature 

of the use. 
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1.8 The site extends to 3.04 ha in size as shown on the submitted Site Location Plan.  The red line 

location plan extends to include all land up to the public highway.  The proposed building has a 

GIA of 14,775 sq m. 

1.9 The following schedule details the documents that comprise the application: 

• The planning application forms duly completed and signed 

• Certificate of Ownership  

• Community Infrastructure Levy Form 

• Planning Statement prepared by Planning Prospects 

• Design and Access Statement prepared by UMC Architects 

• Transport Assessment and Travel Plan prepared by Phil Jones Associates 

• Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Strategy prepared by Rodgers Leask 

• Ecology Report prepared by Ecology Solutions 

• Tree Surveys including Tree Protection Proposals prepared by FLAC 

• Technical Note Remediation Strategy and Phase 2 Ground Report prepared by 

Rodgers Leask  

• Construction Management Plan  

• The application plans as follows: 

o Site Location Plan 

o Proposed Site Layout Plan  

o Proposed Building Layout  

o Proposed Officer Layouts 

o Proposed Elevations  

o Proposed Section  

o Proposed Roof Layout  

o External Surfacing Plan  
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o Proposed Fencing Details  

o Proposed Cycle Shelter  

o Proposed Ancillary Buildings  

o Landscape Concept Plan 

1.10 This planning statement sets out relevant background to the determination of the application by 

describing the site and general locality, the planning history of the site and a description of the 

proposed development.  The statement goes on to assess the appropriate planning considerations 

relevant to the proposal; firstly having regard to the provisions of Development Plan policy, and 

secondly all other material considerations including national planning policy.  Detailed site layout 

and environmental issues are addressed in this statement including matters relevant to the 

appropriate design and layout of the site generally with due cross references to other 

documentation submitted with the application.   

1.11 The submission of the application follows on from Pre Application discussions and 

correspondence with Paul Lester of the Planning Department as part of the Council’s Pre 

Application Advisory Service.  The pre-application advice from Officers confirmed the acceptability 

of the proposals in principle and also set out the required information for the planning application 

which has been submitted herewith.  The discussions also acknowledged the planning history of 

the site and its previous planning permission, as well as the context of the site and permissions 

recently granted on adjacent land. 

1.12 A pre-application fee was also paid to Worcestershire County Council for pre-application advice 

on highway matters in advance of the application however notwithstanding the passage of some 

three months and chasing, no response was received from the County to assist pre-application. 
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2. THE SITE AND SURROUNDING AREA 

2.1 The site, including the site access as shown on the Site Location Plan submitted with the 

application, extends to an area of 3.04 hectares. 

 

2.2 It forms part of the former MG Rover works at Longbridge known as the Cofton Centre.   

2.3 The Cofton Centre is situated on the south side of Groveley Lane in Cofton Hackett.  Access to the 

site is direct from Groveley Lane, sharing an access driveway which also serves those existing 

buildings within the northern part of the Cofton Centre. 

2.4 The Cofton Centre is bounded to the west by the main Birmingham to Bristol railway line, beyond 

which is the former East Works or Powertrain site known as Longbridge East, which has been 

redeveloped with new homes over recent years, together with a new public park, community 

centre and landscaped open spaces.  The final phase of the development is shortly to come 

forward for completion of that site. 
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2.5 To the east and south of the Cofton Centre is open countryside and farmland which forms part of 

the West Midlands Green Belt but is substantially screened from the site by a dense tree belt 

which encircles the Cofton Centre site.  This area of open countryside extends southward towards 

Bromsgrove and the M42 motorway. 

2.6 To the north of the site across Groveley Lane, the site adjoins the main outer urban area of 

Birmingham, including to the north west across a railway bridge, other parts of the former 

Longbridge works site, much of which in this part of the site is either occupied by the Nanjing 

Automotive Company or has been declared as surplus to their operational requirements and is 

proposed for redevelopment. 

2.7 The application proposals relate to the southern most part of the Cofton Centre and a final 

development plot which is currently used on a temporary basis for car storage by a lease car fleet 

management company.  It is almost entirely hard surfaced with some limited landscaping to its 

northern boundary.  

2.8 The site sits between existing employment buildings on its northern, southern and western 

boundaries with the dense tree belt containing the site to the east – in that context the plot is 

highly screened with very limited visibility from the surrounding area or much of the wider estate.  

To the south the site sits adjacent to and shares and access with a data centre which was built in 

2014/15 and has recently secured planning permission to be extended on vacant land 

immediately to its east.  To the north the site adjoins a large unit occupied by the PRG Group and 

to the west are two further employment units, one occupied by IT Fleet and a further unit 

occupied by TW Metals. 
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3. PLANNING HISTORY 

3.1 The history of the Cofton Centre was historically associated with its use by MG Rover for car and 

parts distribution and storage. 

3.2 Today it’s a vibrant employment area with a range of buildings and occupiers.  

3.3 The application site itself benefits from a previous Planning Permission granted for an industrial 

unit under outline permission B/2007/0356 and Reserved Matters approval 10/0727 which is 

extant due to part implementation of the access in 2012. 

 

3.4 Planning application B/2007/0356 was granted outline planning permission on the 2nd August 

2007 and was a hybrid planning application which granted full planning permission for Units 3 and 

4 (to the west, now built and occupied by IT Fleet and TW Metals) as well as two further 

employment Plots 5 and 6 which included this application site. 

3.5 Reserved matters for Unit 6 were approved on the 10th January 2008 under reference 

B/2007/1115. They were subsequently varied by way of a non material amendment approval 
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under reference 13/0994 to allow for the specific plans and proposals for the data centre which 

were subsequently constructed on the this Plot 6 to the south. 

3.6 Unit 5 on this application site gained a Reserved Matters approval on the 23rd November 2010, 

pre-commencement conditions discharged and the permission part implemented in 2012 with 

construction of the access to the plot.  This permission remains extant although clearly the 

building itself as approved was never constructed.  

3.7 The site is currently used temporarily by IT Fleet for car storage associated with their adjacent 

fleet management business and an alternative site for this part of their business is being sought. 

 



 

                                                                                                                     

9 

4. THE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 

4.1 The development proposals comprises the construction of a 14,775 sq m employment building, 

associated parking and servicing, landscaping, access, highways works and infrastructure within 

the application boundary covering 3.65 Hectares (9.01 Acres). 

 

4.2 The building is proposed as a flexible employment space for uses within use classes E(g) (excluding 

Offices under E(g)(i)), B2 and B8, generally comprising light industrial, general industrial and 

storage and distribution uses. 

4.3 Access to the proposed development is from Groveley Lane, using the long established access to 

the Cofton Centre site, and the private internal access road through the Cofton Centre which 

serves each of the employment units and occupiers within the development.  No alterations are 

necessary to this common access infrastructure. 

4.4 A detailed description and explanation for how the building has been designed and laid out is 

given within the submitted Design and Access Statement however some principal elements of the 

proposals can be noted as follows; 

• A single employment unit to a GEA of 14,775 sq m and GIA of 14,604 sq m 

• The building includes ancillary office elements as well as flexible employment space, 

transport office, plant areas, loading docks and other ancillary space 
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• Parking is provided within the site for 142 cars, 7 of which are accessible spaces.  Cycle 

parking is also provided in secure facilities.  EV charging is available for a proportion of 

the car parking spaces 

• The building is designed to 15 m to haunch in order to meet expected occupier 

requirements and maximise flexibility of the space 

• Separate HGV and car access points are provided into the development 

• Offices are ancillary but provide an attractive entrance feature to the south west corner 

of the building 

• Generally, the building is constructed from cladding materials with a colour palette 

designed to a modern aesthetic but also allowing for assimilation for the building to its 

context and reducing precepted height 

• Landscaping is generously provided for around the plot to enhance the locality and 

provide for biodiversity gains 

• The building is targeting positive gains to biodiversity and a high building standard 

associated with BREEAM Excellent 

• Areas within the site are dedicated to HGV parking, service yards, security grates, waste 

storage and other ancillary parking.  The layout meets operational requirements for 

prospective tenants 

• Pedestrian and cycle access is prioritised to the building entrance 

• Internal arrangements allow for a high quality entrance reception, ancillary office spaces 

with meeting spaces as well as flexible internal employment floorspace.  Disable access is 

fully afforded within the development. 

• The scheme will connect to existing drainage infrastructure with foul connections 

facilitated with an on site pumping station and surface water out-falling to an off site 

surface water drainage pond to the south, owner and managed by St Modwen. 

4.5 The application plans set out the precise details of all the development which is submitted for full 

planning permission.  The application also includes extensive details on materials, landscaping, 

construction management, drainage proposals final land remediation in order to avoid the need 

for any additional planning conditions, provide all required information at the application stage 

and ensure an expeditious start to the development can be made at the earliest opportunity.   
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5. PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT 

5.1 Section 38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires that applications for 

planning permission are determined in accordance with the Development Plan unless material 

considerations indicate otherwise.  

5.2 The Development Plan which relates to this site comprises the Longbridge Area Action Plan (April 

2009) and the Bromsgrove District Plan (January 2017). The current application responds to, and 

is consistent with, the Development Plan and should therefore be determined positively.   

5.3 In addition, government policy - principally the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF or 

generally referred to here as the Framework) - is material to the determination of planning 

applications. 

Bromsgrove District Plan  

5.4 The Bromsgrove District Plan (BDP) was adopted in January 2017. It sets out the Council’s vision 

and strategy for the area until 2030 and provides the basis for decisions on planning applications.  

5.5 Within the BDP the site is identified as a Designated Employment site where the plan states that 

“the regeneration of the District will continue through maintaining and promoting existing 

employment provision in sustainable, accessible and appropriate locations as identified on the 

proposals map. 
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5.6 The plan confirms that a key principle in Bromsgrove is that sustainable growth of job 

opportunities is important to maintain a sustainable community. Growth in employment is 

expected to be provided primarily in existing industrial Estates and business parks and these are 

identified on the proposals map.  The regeneration of the Longbridge Car Plant is recognised in 

the Plan and is also expected to be a focus for economic growth. 

5.7 These employment opportunities highlighted in the Plan are expected to a make a significant 

contribution towards creating jobs across Bromsgrove and meeting the employment targets 

identified within the plan.  The District Plan states that a major challenge with Bromsgrove is 

maximising the value from existing employment sites and supporting existing and new businesses 

across the district. 

5.8 In addition to the above, the following policies are also of some relevance to the planning 

application: 

• BDP1 – Sustainable Development Principles  

• BDP3 – Future Housing and Employment Growth  

• BDP6 – Infrastructure Contributions  

• BDP16 – Sustainable Transport  

• BDP19 – High Quality Design  

• BDP21 – Natural Environment 

• BDP22 – Climate Change  

• BDP23 – Water Management 

• BDP24 – Green Infrastructure  

 

Longbridge Area Action Plan (AAP) 

5.9 Bromsgrove District Council, together with Birmingham City Council, produced an Area Action 

Plan for Longbridge which forms part of their adopted development plans. The AAP was the 

response to closure of the former MG Rover Plan in 2005 and the opportunities the site presented 

to contribute to the social, economic and environmental regeneration of the area and wider 

region.  

5.10 The AAP was formally adopted in April 2009 and was intended to shape the future development 

at Longbridge. However, it was prepared before the publication of the National Planning Policy 

Framework and latest planning statue as well as the significant economic challenges of the 

recession in 2008/9.  As such, the AAP policy provisions need to be considered against their 
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consistency with the Framework and need to comply with the latest statute. Its provisions for the 

Longbridge Infrastructure Tariff, for example, are not compliant with the latest Community 

Infrastructure Levy Regulations.   

5.11 The AAP was prepared to inform the comprehensive regeneration of the area and sets out a series 

of policies and proposals through which it is intended to create a highly sustainable and accessible 

new community offering jobs, homes, a new local centre and opportunities for recreation and 

leisure.   

5.12 The AAP was prepared jointly by both Birmingham and Bromsgrove Councils with involvement 

from key stakeholders and the local community.  This included input from partners including 

Worcestershire County Council as well as Advantage West Midlands (at that time) and St. 

Modwen as the major landowner. 

5.13 The AAP includes a vision which promotes a major transformational redevelopment providing for 

a sustainable, employment led mixed use development, with objectives to establish a sustainable 

community, which embodies the principles of sustainable development.  It seeks to achieve 

positive economic transformation, providing up to 10,000 jobs in all sectors with skills training, 

support to existing employment with new sites and buildings attractive to regional, national and 

international investors.  Provisions also include the creation of a new sustainable focal centre 

comprising quality retailing, leisure and commercial uses as well as an aim to provide new homes 

to high standards, of a mixed range, type, size and tenure. 

5.14 The vision for Longbridge set out within the AAP states:  

“Longbridge will undergo major transformational change redeveloping the former car plant and 

surrounding area into an exemplar sustainable, employment led mixed use development for 

the benefit of the local community, Birmingham, Bromsgrove, the region and beyond. It will 

deliver new jobs, houses, community, leisure and educational facilities as well as providing an 

identifiable and accessible new heart for the area. All development will embody the principles 

of sustainability, sustainable communities and inclusiveness. At the heart of the vision is a 

commitment to high quality design that can create a real sense of place with a strong identity 

and distinctive character. All of this will make it a place where people will want to live, work, 

visit and invest and which provides a secure and positive future for local people”. 

5.15 In respect of this site specifically at the Cofton Centre, it provides a positive opportunity to 

develop new employment buildings and create jobs. The site is specifically allocated for 

employment use under Policy EZ3 of the AAP where it confirms that the Cofton Centre has 

potential for early development to provide a range of new employment opportunities for general 
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and light industry and warehousing through the reuse of the existing Cofton Centre buildings and 

new development on the areas formerly used for open storage. The reference to open storage in 

this context, specifically refers to this application site. 

 

5.16 Policy EZ3 of the plan confirms that acceptable land uses will be within former use class B1b and 

c (now E(g)) as well as B2 and B8 of the use classes order.   The application proposals clearly fall 

in line with the site’s allocation in the AAP. 

National Planning Policy Framework 

5.17 The NPPF (February, 2019) sets out the Governments required approach to planning and is 

material to the determination of planning applications.  It sits alongside Planning Practice 

Guidance (PPG) which expands upon policy and supports the principles adopted in the NPPF.  

5.18 At the heart of the NPPF is a presumption in favour of sustainable development. In respect of 

decision-taking, this means ‘approving development proposals that accord with an up-to-date 

development plan without delay; or where there are no relevant development plan policies, or 

the policies which are most important for determining the application are out-of-date, granting 

permission unless: any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably 

outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in this Framework taken as a whole.’ 

5.19 In respect of employment and economic development, paragraph 80 of the Framework states 

that planning policies and decisions should help create the conditions in which businesses can 

invest, expand and adapt. It states that significant weight in determining planning applications 

should be placed on the need to support economic growth. It further promotes productivity gains 
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taking into account both local business needs and wider opportunities for development. The 

planning approach taken should allow each area to build on its strengths, counter any weaknesses 

and address the challenges of the future. This is particularly important, the Framework sees, 

where Britain can be a global leader in driving innovation.  

5.20 The Framework sets out that local authorities should set out a clear economic vision and strategy 

which positively and proactively encourages stainable economic growth having regard to local 

strategies and other local policies for economic development and regeneration. It should support 

local inward investment to match the strategy and meet anticipated employment needs over the 

plan. It also encourages local authorities to seek to address potential barriers to investment such 

as inadequate infrastructure and particularly highlights the need to recognise and address the 

specific locational requirements for different employment sectors. The development here very 

much accords with the overall aims of national policy and the strong economic development 

agenda that exists within it.  

5.21 Additional elements of the Framework can also be recognised and are relevant here including for 

example paragraph 108 which states that transport impacts need to be suitably addressed and 

ensure that development is accessible. Paragraph 131 of the framework encourages high quality 

design and high levels of sustainability in design to ensure that buildings are appropriate to their 

environment. Other aspects of the framework relate to biodiversity enhancement which again 

are relevant here where the scheme seeks to provide for biodiversity gains. The proposals here, 

again, support these wider objectives of the framework.  

Summary  

5.22 The starting point for decision making is the adopted Development Plan which, in this case, is the 

Bromsgrove District Plan (2017) and Longbridge Area Action Plan (2009). The proposed 

development responds to, and is consistent with, policy contained within these Development Plan 

documents and should therefore be determined positively.  

5.23 National policy expressed in the NPPF, which is framed as a positive and enabling document, seeks 

to facilitate sustainable development and promote economic growth.. The proposal here will 

deliver on these objectives of national and local planning policy. The proposals should be 

determined in this context.   
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6. PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS 

6.1 The following sets out the pertinent planning considerations having regard firstly to Development 

Plan Policy, and secondly to all other material considerations.  The principal issues to be 

considered in this case are as follows: 

1. The principle of business and employment use. 

2. Issues associated with the design, site layout and development of the site. 

Principle of Development 

6.2 National and Local planning policy set a context to the principle of development at this site.  All 

point to a strong economic development agenda which would support the need for new and 

enhanced employment opportunities and development. 

6.3 The thrust of the Government's requirements for new employment is contained in Framework 

which takes a positive approach to the location of new business developments and assisting 

business through the planning system. The main message is that economic growth and a high-

quality environment have to be pursued together. 

6.4 It is clear from national planning policy that the Government is committed to encouraging 

sustainable economic growth which will generate jobs and provide benefits to local communities.  

These factors are an important material consideration which should be carefully balanced during 

the decision-making process and the proposals here strongly accord with these policy aims. The 

government is committed to ensuring that the planning system does everything it can to support 

sustainable economic growth such as this. 

6.5 The planning system should operate on the basis that applications for sustainable development 

consistent with the Development Plan should be approved without delay, having regard to all 

material considerations.  

6.6 In this case the application proposals precisely accord with the Development Plan in terms of the 

land use proposed.  The site is allocated for employment use in both the Bromsgrove District Plan 

and within the Area Action Plan as part of their strategies to support and encourage important 

employment growth and development.  Indeed, this planning policy context is consistent with the 

site’s previous permission for employment development which was approved in a similar way and 

remains extant. 
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6.7 The development of this site provides a positive opportunity to contribute to the redevelopment 

of the Longbridge site and continue to assist in the wider regeneration of the area and positively 

support economic development objectives creating many jobs.  

6.8 The site forms a final plot within the Cofton Centre, long earmarked for development of a building 

such as this.  The previous planning permission on the site was for a similar building and the 

proposal here merely move the design and format of the development forward to meet 

anticipated needs of the market today.  In this context it can be seen that the site is particularly 

suited to accommodating a development such as this and has been seen to be acceptable for such 

a building in the past.  As a previously developed site, the new development will be a highly 

sustainable re-use of land.   

6.9 The Bromsgrove District Plan supports economic development as an important element of its key 

aims.  The Plan also has a strong economic development agenda and the proposals here are highly 

aligned to these objectives of the BDP. 

6.10 The Longbridge Area Action Plan has at its heart the delivery of new jobs as part of a major mixed 

use regeneration area.  Employment land and premises are important to the delivery of jobs.  The 

proposed employment use falls within a flexible range of employment uses classes, including light 

industrial, general industrial as well as storage and distribution uses all allowed for within its 

allocation in the AAP.  They are also uses which will be highly attractive the market and add 

significantly to the economic prospects of the area.  

6.11 The building is a development investment of nearly £20M.  With a net internal floorspace of some 

14,604 sq m, using recognised employment densities1 for employment buildings, the proposed 

building has the potential to generate between 310 and 189 full time equivalent new jobs.  This is 

a significant and positive contribution to Longbridge and its regeneration. 

6.12 In summary, the proposals accord with national planning policy, supporting regeneration and 

economic development.  National planning policy is a significant material consideration. 

6.13 The proposals also accord with the Development Plan.  Planning statute requires applications to 

be determined in accordance with the Development Plan.  The proposed land use is in line with 

that anticipated for this part of the Area Action Plan and the proposals support the plans vision 

and objectives to create jobs and inward investment. 

 

 
1 Employment Density Guide 2015, HCA 
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Layout and Site Development Considerations 

6.14 The application proposals are supported by a range of technical reports.  The design and layout 

of the development has been given careful consideration in drawing together the application 

proposals.  Various factors are relevant to the scheme and reference can be made to other 

supporting reports which explain and justify the proposals but briefly can be summarised here. 

6.15 Transport – The application is submitted with a Transport Statement.  The Transport Statement 

summarises the current accessibility of the site, describes the existing traffic context and 

considers future traffic generation and assignment associated with the proposed development 

noting it is allocated for the proposed development and has an extant planning permission for a 

similar development. 

6.16 It also sets out a Travel Plan and concludes that the proposed development will have no material 

impact upon the local highway network and that the site is sustainably accessible. 

6.17 Design and Layout – The application is submitted with a Design and Access Statement.  The 

statement addresses all relevant matters which have influenced the design and layout of the site.  

It demonstrates that the proposed development has incorporated all relevant considerations 

including appropriate site layout, vehicle access and turning, car and cycle parking and 

landscaping. 

6.18 Ground Conditions - A Technical Note and Phase 2 Environmentnal report confirms suitable 

ground conditions for the proposed development. 

6.19 Flood Risk and Drainage - A Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Strategy explains the proposals 

compliance with policy for sustainable drainage and to ensure the proposals do not increase or 

pose any risk to or from flooding.  The development makes use of an established SUDS pond 

owned by St Modwen to suitably ensure that the site can manage surface water. 

6.20 Trees - a survey of trees has been undertaken to record the trees which within and joining the 

site. It can be noted that the tree belt which adjoins the eastern boundary of the site is retained 

as it provides very substantial screen views from an easterly direction. The report confirms that 

there will be no detrimental impact on local tree cover.  

6.21 Ecology - An ecological assessment has also been prepared for the site which confirms that the 

vast majority of the site is hard standing and of limited ecological value. It confirms there is 

potential to achieve biodiversity gains and the report works closely with the wider landscape 

strategy for the development to ensure it grasps all opportunities for biodiversity improvements 

through the enhanced landscaping around the site.  
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6.22 Landscape Strategy - considerable efforts have been made to accommodate opportunities for 

enhanced landscaping within the development plot that will provide an improved development 

context and enhance landscaping within the Cofton Centre. The landscape strategy has been 

developed in order to provide for a quality landscape setting to the building, enhancing the 

approach to it from the main access through the Cofton Centre. It also provides for biodiversity 

gains, working with the appointed ecologists in order to afford opportunities for ecology.  

6.23 Construction Management - The Cofton Centre is operational with other businesses working on 

a day to day basis and therefore a construction management plan has been prepared in order to 

explain the anticipated construction practises.  This will ensure that the development can proceed 

without impacting adjoining businesses or their current operation.  

6.24 The reports demonstrate no impediments to re-development of the site and provide support to 

the development proposals as set out in the application submission. 
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7. CONCLUSIONS 

7.1 The proposals for Plot 5 at the Cofton Centre are a positive step in the further regeneration of the 

Longbridge site and will play an important role in supporting the continued economic objectives 

supporting business and creating jobs.  It will deliver a new high-quality building, making a positive 

use of this allocated site within the well-established Cofton Centre.  

7.2 The site is allocated for employment use in the Development Plan and the proposals are fully in 

line with both the Bromsgrove District Plan and the Longbridge Area Action Plan and their 

aspirations for this part of the site, including delivering a positive number of additional new jobs. 

7.3 Further, the proposals accord with the economic aims of Government set out in the National 

Framework.  Government is committed to supporting economic development and the provision 

of jobs and requires Local Planning Authorities to do all they can to support business.  The 

development here has the potential to create a significant number of jobs and will provide a 

positive and sustainable economic investment to Longbridge and Bromsgrove District. 

7.4 The proposals and planning application are supported by a suite of technical reports, plans and 

documents which explain the proposed development in some detail and ensure that appropriate 

development considerations have been taken into account to deliver a high-quality scheme for 

the site.  It will provide a positive development, a sustainable building, appropriate enhanced 

landscaping, parking and access as well as delivering a sustainable development which achieves a 

highly efficient new building and wider biodiversity gains.  

 


