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Please see the attached plan for locations  

A.  Access Drive due to the levels of the verges either side of the driveway increasing the width of the 
driveway will impact on the trees growing on the verges.  It may be possible to create a couple of 
passing points,  but the location of any passing bays will need to consider the impact on nearby trees.  
The access drive will need to avoid having kerbs and be as close to the existing as possible. 

 
B. The northern part of this corner is currently formed by a retaining wall with the existing building cut 

into the slope.  This might require some extensive engineering to allow for plots 1-3 and whilst the 
retaining wall is to the northern side of the garden it might be somewhat oppressive. 
 

C. The garage is pushed hard against the boundary, this will result in a gap in the boundary vegetation 
which is unlikely to be acceptable to the LPA.  The Topo does not include any details of the trees in this 
area, it is annotated as ‘Area of Trees’ it is dense scrubby vegetation with some trees.  I am not certain 
anything is really suitable for retention to the rear of plot 14 and flank of plot 15, this will impact on the 
long-range views of the proposed development. There is no room for new planting to the rear of the 
garage.  
 

D. To the eastern side of plots 15-18, we have no information on the vegetation in this area  , the trees on 
the survey are indicative locations, not certain if anything is suitable for retention  in the back gardens 
of these plots.  This will impact on screening and long-range views of the proposed development.    
 

E. Levels to the rear of the plots T42-T51, the ground levels to the rear of these plots will impact on size 
and quality of usable gardens.  Any engineering works to change levels will increase impact on trees 
beyond the garden boundary. 
 

F. These trees do not merit retention  
 

G. Two veteran oak trees,  the westernmost of these trees was at the time of my last visit almost 
completely dead, even when dead it has a bio-diversity value but if dead is exempt from the TPO  
 
 

Services / Drainage 

We have no information on services or drainage, for services internally not too much of a trees issue but the 
topography and narrow access suggest this might impact on trees.   Are any SUDs proposed if so this will impact 
on trees 

Shading 

Tree Shading will be an issue, we can assess the shading on rear gardens, but topography will increase the impact 
of the trees especially rear gardens of plots 33-48.   This will require more tree survey information and is not 
included in the current fee proposal probably best to submit this only if requested. 

 

Woodland Management  

There are potential ecological benefits from undertaking woodland management works, the initial works would 
be relatively expensive removal of the evergreen cherry laurel understorey.  The LPA may want a 25 or 50 year 
management plan.  This management plan would need to be informed by the ecological surveys.   

I think having some kind of informal resident access within the woodland might be supported by the LPA and 
might help address comments on useable gardens and shading but any footpath route will need to consider 
levels.  
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Boundary Treatments 

Is site perimeter fencing required ? if so this will need some cutting back and clearance works, this has cost 
implications.   

Are 2m close boarded fences proposed for rear gardens ?     

Felling Trees  

Do you have a copy of the TPO ? 

It would be possible to submit a felling licence application and through this process secure the opportunity to 
undertake some vegetation management works separately to any planning application.   This might help to 
prepare the site for the development. 

Extent of Tree Survey 

Areas C and D require more Topo information and we can then update the tree survey  

With regard to extent of the proposed development, additional trees need to be added to the tree survey.  

 

Summary  

The proposed layout is extending beyond the extent of the existing development and is pushing into the 
surrounding woodland and close to boundary vegetation , this is likely to result in adverse comments from the 
tree officer.  Currently we do not have enough Topo information to counter the comments from the tree officer.  
Areas C and D.    

The proposed layout drawing needs to be checked to ensure that the levels and slopes within and close to rear 
gardens are acceptable, if retaining walls are required than this potentially increases the impact on the trees.  

The recent prior approval application seems to have avoided any comment from the tree officer, I doubt the 
tree officer will keep silent on this application. 

I do not think a woodland / ecological / landscape management plan can be left to be dealt with by condition as 
it will need show potential for mitigation enhancement and be considered as part of the application.  

Opportunities for new tree planting within the development are limited which puts more weight on the 
management plan. 

 

Prepared by  
Peter Wilkins BA (Hons) MArborA  
11/08/2020 
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