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1 SUMMARY 

Kent Wildlife Trust is seeking to obtain planning permission for a new 2m high security 

fence to be installed adjacent to a public highway along the western boundary of Sevenoaks 

Wildlife Reserve SSSI. The fencing installation is likely to involve some scrub clearance and 

potentially tree felling or pruning. 

 

KWT Consultancy Services was commissioned to write a Method Statement for the proposed 

fence installation, to include recommendations for the avoidance or mitigation of impacts on 

the protected species which are likely to be present within the area namely reptiles, breeding 

birds, Roman snails and tree-roosting bat species. 

 

Precautionary working methods have been recommended with regard to breeding birds, 

reptiles and Roman snail on the basis of habitats present. With regard to bats, 

recommendations have been provided concerning the potential felling or pruning of trees 

with suitable roosting features.  

 

A Natural England Conservation Licence will be required to cover handling of Roman snails.  

The application for the Conservation Licence must be made in advance of the fence-line 

works.  Natural England requires approximately four weeks to process applications. 
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2 INTRODUCTION  

2.1 Background  

Kent Wildlife Trust is seeking to obtain planning permission for a new 2m high security 

fence to be installed adjacent to a public highway along the western boundary of Sevenoaks 

Wildlife Reserve SSSI. The fencing installation is likely to involve some scrub clearance and 

potentially tree felling or pruning.  

 

2.2 Scope of work 

KWT Consultancy Services was commissioned to write a Method Statement for the proposed 

fence installation, to include recommendations for the avoidance or mitigation of impacts on 

the protected species which are likely to be present within the area based on the habitats 

present and existing survey data for Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve, namely reptiles, breeding 

birds, Roman snails and tree-roosting bat species. 

 

2.3 Survey Area 

The fencing is proposed for the western boundary of the Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve SSSI. 

The reserve is situated on the northern periphery of Sevenoaks town (see Figure 1). The 

village of Dunton Green is located to the west, the A25 to the South, residential and 

commercial areas to the west and open agricultural land to the north. It is accessed from 

Bradbourne Vale Road at OS grid reference TQ5218 5636. 

 

The Reserve is owned and managed by Kent Wildlife Trust and comprises a 73ha area 

including five lakes and surrounding areas of broadleaved woodland with dense scrub, 

numerous smaller ponds, wet woodland and reedbed, with a number of bird hides and trails 

for public use. The River Darent flows through the north of the site. The reserve is all 

designated as SSSI for its breeding wetland bird assemblage and Downy Emerald dragonfly. 

The reserve also sits in an area identified in the Sevenoaks District Plan as: Area of 

Archaeological Potential, and Metro Greenbelt. 

 

The OS grid references for the start and end of the proposed fencing are TQ 51685 56525 and 

TQ 51736 57239 respectively.  Figure 1 shows the proposed location and extent for the new 

SSSI boundary fence; the fence-line route was divided into eight sections for mapping 

purposes. 
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Figure 1: Proposed route for new SSSI boundary fencing showing survey Sections 1-8 
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3 LEGISLATION 

3.1 Bats 

All British bat species receive legal protection in the United Kingdom. The Conservation of 

Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) legally protects all bat species in the 

UK and further protection is afforded by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and the 

Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. Taken together, it is an offence to:  

 deliberately capture (or take), injure or kill a bat. 

 deliberately or recklessly disturb a bat, in particular (i) any disturbance which is likely 

to impair their ability to survive, to breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture their 

young; (ii) any disturbance which is likely to impair their ability in the case of 

hibernating or migratory species, to hibernate or migrate; or (iii) any disturbance 

which is likely to affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of the species 

to which they belong. 

 damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place (roost) of a bat. 

 intentionally or recklessly obstruct access to a roost (i.e. a structure or place used for 

shelter or protection). 

 

An EPS Licence for bats is required where works are expected to contravene the above legal 

protection. Under the law, a roost is ‘any structure or place used for shelter or protection’.  

This could be any structure, for example, any building or suitable tree.  Bats use many roost 

sites and feeding areas throughout the year.  These vary according to bat age, condition, 

gender and species, as well as season and weather.  Since bats tend to re-use the same roosts 

for generations, the roost is protected whether the bats are present or not. 
 

3.2 Breeding Birds 

All species of bird are protected under Section 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

(as amended).  Protection was extended by the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 

2000.  Under the above legislation it is an offence to intentionally: 

 Kill, injure or take any wild bird; 

 Take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or being built;  

 Take or destroy the egg of any wild bird; or 

 Intentionally or recklessly disturb any wild bird listed on Schedule 1 while it is nest 

building, or at a nest containing eggs or young, or disturb the dependent young of 

such a bird. 

 

3.3 Reptiles 

All British reptiles are afforded legal protection under Schedule 5 of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) largely as a consequence of a national decline in 

numbers due to habitat loss.  Under the terms of the Act, it is an offence to intentionally kill 

or injure a reptile and accordingly in order to avoid committing an offence under the Act, 

appropriate mitigation techniques need to be incorporated for reptiles occurring within 

development sites.   
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Mitigation for the more common British reptiles and amphibians does not require a licence 

from Natural England but would typically be agreed in consultation with the local planning 

authority. 
 

3.4 Roman Snail 

Roman snail is protected under schedule 5 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981, 

as amended. Under Section 9(1), (2) and (5), it is an offence to intentionally kill, injure or 

take this species.  It is also an offence to possess a live or dead Roman snail.   

 

Although disturbance is not an offence, a licence is needed to handle (‘take’) the Roman 

snail.  Natural England cannot grant licences for development under the WCA (1981, as 

amended), but a ‘Conservation Licence’ can be issued in certain circumstances, where the 

work that will be undertaken is essential and the impacts to the species cannot be avoided.  

Some conservation benefit to the species is required as a result of the work. 
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4 METHODOLOGY  

4.1 Habitat Assessment 

The survey method involved a walkover of the fence-line route to assess the suitability of 

habitats along the fence-line to support protected species; habitats within 2m either side of the 

fence were mapped and assessed. The location of individual trees was mapped wherever 

suitable features for roosting bats were noted. 

 

The fence-line was divided into eight sections for mapping purposes only (Figure 1; 

Appendix 2, Figures 2-9).  A series of photographs taken during the survey are attached at 

Appendix 1.  

 

4.2 Preliminary Ground Level Roost Assessment of Trees for Bats 

All trees within the survey area were subject to a Preliminary Ground Level Roost 

Assessment (PGLRA) for their suitability to support roosting bats: all accessible sides of a 

tree were checked and any features with potential to support roosting bats were further 

investigated using binoculars. The survey was carried out in accordance with best practice 

guidelines (Collins, 2016).  

 

Bats may use any crack or hole (such as woodpecker holes), splits or flaking bark and ivy 

(Andrews, 2016; Collins, 2016) and will use different roosts at different times of the year.  It 

can therefore often be difficult to definitely locate bat roosts in trees.  Field signs to look for 

include dark streaking below holes and crevices, droppings under access points.  Chattering 

noises emitted by bats may also be audible, particularly during the summer, however, even 

where bats are known to occur, such signs are not always evident. Trees were placed into one 

of four categories as described below (Collins, 2016): 

 High:   Trees with one or more potential roost sites that are obviously suitable for use by a 

larger number of bats on a more regular basis and potentially for longer periods of time 

due to their size, shelter protection, conditions and surrounding habitat; 

 Moderate: A tree with one or more potential roost sites that could be used by bats but 

which is unlikely to support a roost of high conservation status, such as a maternity or 

hibernation roost 

 Low: A tree of sufficient size and age to contain potential roost features but with none 

seen from the ground or features seen with only very limited roosting potential 

 Negligible: Negligible features likely to be used by bats. 

 

Trees were also noted if they supported common ivy Hedera helix.  Ivy can do two things: 

 Very old, dense, thick-stemmed ivy can provide cavities for bats between the stems and 

the tree trunk; and/or 

 Ivy stems and foliage can conceal features in the tree itself.  In this case, the likelihood of 

features being present behind the ivy has been assessed on the basis of the individual tree 

species, age and condition using the Bat Tree Habitat Key (Andrews et al., 2018).  

 

The assessment was undertaken by Dr Clair Thackray, Consultant Ecologist at KWT 

Consultancy Services. 
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5 RESULTS 

5.1 Habitat Assessment 

The results of the walk-over habitat assessment for protected species are shown in Table 1.  

 

Habitats recorded within 2m of the fence-line included broadleaved woodland edge and scrub 

habitat including ash Fraxinus excelsior, willow Salix sp., birch Betula sp., oak Quercus sp., 

elder Sambucus nigra, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, blackthorn Prunus spinosa, dogwood 

Cornus sanguinea and bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. scrub with underlying ivy Hedera helix 

and areas of bare soft soil. Additional features included low earth banks, fallen decaying trees 

and log piles. Wetland features include a short section of the River Darent and standing water 

within a drainage culvert. 

 

5.2 PGLRA of Trees for Bats 

The fence-line borders the semi-natural broadleaved woodland of Sevenoaks Wildlife 

Reserve.  A total of 61 trees lying on or within 2m of the fence-line were identified as being 

potentially suitable for roosting bats, based on species, age and condition (Andrews et al., 

2018). These trees were subject to a PGLRA for potential roost features (PRFs) for bats.  

 

Trees on the opposite side of the footpath with limbs overhanging the fence-line were also 

included in the survey. The results of the PGLRA are shown in Table 2.   Figures 2-9 

(Appendix 2) show the approximate locations of the assessed trees.  
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Table 1. Results of the habitat assessment for protected species 

 
Section Habitat Description 

and location 
Impact of 
works on 
habitat  

Potential 
Receptor 

Species impact / 
legal constraints 

Risk 
Level 

Mitigation, Licensing and Timing constraints* 

1 Scattered mature and 
young trees and shrubs 
located on and 
overhanging fence-line, 
including: elder, 
hawthorn, blackthorn and 
dogwood. 
Laid hedge 1m east of 
fence-line. 

Loss / 
reduction of 
nesting 
habitat 
 

Nesting 
birds 

Damage or 
destruction of bird 
nests, killing or injury 
of birds  

High Removal or pruning outside of nesting season during October – February. 

Scattered bramble over 
ivy and log piles - 
immediately east of 
fence-line 
 

Loss / 
reduction of 

scrub; 
 

Relocation of 
refugia; 

 
Excavation of 

soils. 
 

Slow-worm, 
viviparous 
lizard 

Risk of killing and 
injury 

Low Preferably remove scrub during the winter months, Nov-Feb. An Ecological 
Watching Brief should be kept if cutting on warm days during early Nov / late Feb. 
If cutting required during March-October follow a staged process: first cut to 
300mm, leave for 3-4 days and make second cut to 150mm.  
Remove log refugia by hand and place in adjacent areas beyond works area. 
Avoid disturbance of large tree stumps and areas of soft soil beneath removed 
dense vegetation during the hibernation season (Nov-Feb) if there is a risk of 
hibernating slow-worm burrows. 
Follow Reasonable Avoidance Measures (RAMs) with regard to materials and 
working methods when working next to areas of retained scrub on either side of 
the public highway. 

Soft soil with ivy, leaf litter 
and bramble scrub 
ground cover - 
immediately adjacent to 
east 
 

Roman 
snails 

Risk of killing or injury Low Natural England Conservation Licence required for handling of Roman snail. 
If clearing vegetation during the active season (May-August), cut scrub to a 
minimum height of 150mm as recommended for reptiles and undertake hand 
searches. Any individuals to be released inside the reserve within 10m from point 
of capture. 
Ecological Watching Brief required if excavating soft soil areas during the snail 
hibernation period (Sept-April). To avoid killing or injury any Roman snails 
discovered would require removal and immediate placement at a similar location 
and soil depth within 10m of the works area. 

2 
 
 

Scattered semi-mature 
trees along fence-line and 
immediately adjacent to 
east 
 
 

Loss / 
reduction of 
nesting 
habitat 
 

Nesting 
birds 

Damage or 
destruction of bird 
nests, killing or injury 
of birds  

Medium 

As above for Section 1 

Bramble and dogwood 
scrub, ivy, leaf litter, 
scattered log refugia, two 

Loss / 
reduction of 

scrub; 

Slow-worm, 
viviparous 
lizard 

Risk of killing and 
injury 
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Section Habitat Description 
and location 

Impact of 
works on 
habitat  

Potential 
Receptor 

Species impact / 
legal constraints 

Risk 
Level 

Mitigation, Licensing and Timing constraints* 

large log piles and soft 
bare soil within 2m of 
fence-line.  
Scrub density increases 
as progress northwards. 
 

Relocation of 
refugia; 

Excavation of 
soils. 

Roman 
snails 

Risk of killing or injury  

3 
 
 

Scattered semi-mature 
and mature trees along 
fence-line and 
immediately adjacent to 
east 

Loss / 
reduction of 
nesting 
habitat 
 

Nesting 
birds 

Damage or 
destruction of bird 
nests, killing or injury 
of birds  

High 

As above for Section 1 

Dense bramble and 
dogwood scrub within 2m 
of fence-line to east 

Loss / 
reduction of 

scrub; 
Relocation of 

refugia; 
Excavation of 

soils. 
 
 

Slow-worm, 
viviparous 
lizard 

Risk of killing and 
injury 

Low 

Roman 
snails 

Risk of killing or injury Low 

4 Dense hazel and 1-2m 
tall bramble scrub on 
fence-line  

Loss / 
reduction 

Nesting 
birds 

Negligible suitability 
for nesting 

Low 

As above for Section 1 

Low SW facing earth 
bank with log refugia 
located 2m east of the 
fence-line. Dense ivy 
cover, shaded. 
 
Ground covering of ivy; 
dense 1-2m tall bramble 
scrub on fence-line and 
within 2m to the east. 

Loss / 
reduction of 

scrub; 
Relocation of 

refugia; 
Excavation of 

soils. 

Slow-worm, 
viviparous 
lizard, 
grass 
snake 

Risk of killing and 
injury 

Medium 

Roman 
snails 

Risk of killing or injury Low 

 Dense bramble, dogwood 
and alder scrub 
immediately adjacent to 
fence-line on steep banks 
of River Darent  
 

Loss / 
reduction of 
scrub; 
Debris and 
bank 
sediment 
input into 
river 

Nesting 
birds 
 
River 
Darent 
SSSI 

Risk of damage and 
destruction of nests 
 
 

 Use mesh or a similar barrier to prevent soil/debris entering the river during works. 
Remove all arisings from cutting and pruning on river banks. 

5 Dense elder and Loss / Nesting Damage or High As above for Section 1 
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Section Habitat Description 
and location 

Impact of 
works on 
habitat  

Potential 
Receptor 

Species impact / 
legal constraints 

Risk 
Level 

Mitigation, Licensing and Timing constraints* 

 
 
 
 

hawthorn trees/scrub with 
dense ivy cover on fence-
line – fallen nest present 
on fence; overhanging 
hazel; fallen trees within 
2m. 

reduction of 
trees and 
scrub; 
 

birds destruction of bird 
nests, killing or injury 
of birds  

 

Dense bramble scrub 
present on fence-line; 
sparse ivy ground cover 
and log refugia within 2m. 
Areas of bramble scrub 
on opposite side of 
footpath 

Loss / 
reduction of 

scrub; 
Relocation of 

refugia; 
Excavation of 

soils. 

Slow-worm, 
viviparous 
lizard, 
grass 
snake 

Risk of killing and 
injury 

Medium 

Roman 
snails 

Risk of killing or injury Low 

6 Hawthorn, mature elder 
with dense thick-stemmed 
ivy, ash and birch trees 
on and within 1m of 
fence-line  

Loss / 
reduction of 
trees and 
scrub; 
 

Nesting 
birds 

Damage or 
destruction of bird 
nests, killing or injury 
of birds  

Medium 

 
As above for Section 1 

 

Earth bank, 1-2m high 
within 2m east of fence-
line to east / west facing, 
shaded with dense ivy 
and bramble cover. 
Scattered bramble and 
hawthorn scrub with log 
refugia. Large tree stump. 
Drain culvert with 
standing water. Areas of 
bramble scrub on 
opposite side of footpath. 

Loss / 
reduction of 

scrub; 
Relocation of 

refugia; 
Excavation of 

soils. 

Slow-worm, 
viviparous 
lizard, 
grass 
snake 

Risk of killing and 
injury 

Medium 

Roman 
snails 

Risk of killing or injury Low 

 
7 

 

 

 

 

Dense bramble scrub and 
occasional blackthorn, 
hazel and ash scrub/trees 
to 10m height present on 
and within 2m of fence-
line.  

Loss / 
reduction of 
trees and 
scrub. 
 

Nesting 
birds 

Damage or 
destruction of bird 
nests, killing or injury 
of birds  

Medium 

As above for Section 1 
 Dense bramble scrub and 

ivy ground layer on and 
within 2m of fence-line, 
log pile refugia and fallen 
trunk (DBH c.30cm). 
Areas of bramble scrub 

Loss / 
reduction of 

scrub; 
Relocation of 

refugia; 
Excavation of 

Slow-worm, 
viviparous 
lizard, 
grass 
snake 

Risk of killing and 
injury 

Medium 

Roman Risk of killing or injury Low 
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Section Habitat Description 
and location 

Impact of 
works on 
habitat  

Potential 
Receptor 

Species impact / 
legal constraints 

Risk 
Level 

Mitigation, Licensing and Timing constraints* 

on opposite side of 
footpath 

soils. snails 

8 Hawthorn scrub on fence-
line 

Loss / 
reduction of 
trees and 
scrub 

Nesting 
birds 

Damage or 
destruction of bird 
nests, killing or injury 
of birds  

Medium 

As above for Section 1 
 

Dense bramble scrub and 
ivy ground layer on and 
within 2m of fence-line, 
log pile refugia and fallen 
trunk (DBH c.30cm). 
Areas of bramble scrub 
on opposite side of 
footpath 

Loss / 
reduction of 

scrub; 
Relocation of 

refugia; 
Excavation of 

soils. 

Slow-worm, 
viviparous 
lizard, 
grass 
snake 

Risk of killing and 
injury 

Medium 

Roman 
snails 

Risk of killing or injury Low 

 

*No evidence of badger was noted during the current survey.  However, the Management Plan for the reserve highlights presence of an active sett within the 

reserve.  Accordingly it is recommended that a precautionary approach is taken while clearing areas of dense scrub, particularly with regard to banks of earth.
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Table 2. Results of the Preliminary Ground Level Roost Assessment of trees for bats 

 

Section Tree 

No. 

Species  Height (m) Age 

category1 

Description of tree and any 

Potential Roost Feature 

(PRF) 

Suitability Location along 

fence-line 

Mitigation if felling or 

pruning required4 

1 1 Hawthorn  18 M Multi-stem tree. Thick-stemmed 
ivy obscures trunk and provides 
PRF 

Low or Moderate – trunk 
obscured.  

On path <1m to west, 
leaning over fence-line 

Climbing2 and/or 
dusk/dawn3 surveys  
 

2 Oak 17 M Thick-stemmed ivy obscures 
trunk and provides PRF 

Low or Moderate – trunk 
obscured.  

On path, <1m to west Climbing2 and/or  
dusk/dawn3 surveys  

3 Alder 20 SM Multi-stem tree. Upward facing 
hole c.10cm wide and medium-
stemmed ivy obscures trunk 

Low or Moderate – trunk 
obscured.  

On path, <1m to west Climbing2 and/or  
dusk/dawn3 surveys  

4 Willow 20 M Medium/thick-stemmed ivy, 
partially lifted and obscuring 
trunk 

Low or Moderate – trunk 
obscured.  

On path, <1m to west Climbing2 and/or  
dusk/dawn3 surveys  

5 Oak 16 M Medium-stemmed ivy obscures 
trunk 

Low or Moderate – trunk 
obscured.  

On path, <1m to west Climbing2 and/or  
dusk/dawn3 surveys  

6 Oak 20 SM Thick-stemmed ivy obscures 
trunk and provides PRF 
 

Low or Moderate – trunk 
obscured.  

On path, <1m to west Climbing2 and/or  
dusk/dawn3 surveys  

7 Alder 18 SM Thick-stemmed ivy obscures 
trunk and provides PRF 
 

Low or Moderate – trunk 
obscured.  

On path, <1m to west Climbing2 and/or  
dusk/dawn3 surveys  

8 Oak 20 SM 1cmx10cm slit at 10m on 
southern aspect, appears not to 
extend. Hole at base of limb on 
southern elevation at 7m. 
 

Low On path, <1m to west Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

9 Oak 20 SM 
 

No features Negligible On path, <1m to west None required for bats 

10 Oak 20 M Damaged limb on NW aspect at 
8m, horizontal split with lifted 
bark 

Low On path, <1m to west Soft fell limb under licensed 
supervision if pruning 

2 11 Oak 20 M Large wound in main stem on 
southern aspect, no evidence of 
cavity. Limb overhangs fence-
line at 10m height – no features. 

Overhanging limb = 
Negligible 

On opposite side of 
path, limb overhanging 
fence  

None required for bats 

12 Oak 18 M No features Negligible On path, <1m to west None required for bats 

13 Willow 20 M Damaged branch and evidence 
of decay. Hole in main stem on 

 Within reserve, >2m 
east of fence 

Climbing2 and/or  
dusk/dawn3 surveys  
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Section Tree 

No. 

Species  Height (m) Age 

category1 

Description of tree and any 

Potential Roost Feature 

(PRF) 

Suitability Location along 

fence-line 

Mitigation if felling or 

pruning required4 

western aspect. 

14 Oak 20 SM Dead limb on western aspect 
with vertical split at 9m; hole / 
branch scar on western  aspect 
15cmx5cm entrance size 

Moderate On path, <1m to west Climbing2 and/or  
dusk/dawn3 surveys  

15 Oak 17 SM Leaning, decaying tree with 
numerous branch failures. No 
visible features. 

Negligible On fence-line None required for bats 

3 16 Oak 15 SM Medium-stemmed ivy obscures 
trunk  

Low or Moderate – trunk 
obscured.  

On path, <1m to west Climbing2 and/or  
dusk/dawn3 surveys  

17 Willow 25 M Limb overhanging fence-line at 
8m height - hole on northern 
aspect of limb <5cm wide, may 
extend. DBH of limb at feature c. 
15-20cm. 

Low Opposite side of path Soft fell limb under licensed 
supervision if pruning 

18 Hawthorn 18 M Thick-stemmed ivy obscures 
trunk and provides PRF 

Low or Moderate – trunk 
obscured.  

On path, <1m to west Climbing2 and/or  
dusk/dawn3 surveys  

19 Hawthorn 18 M Thick-stemmed ivy obscures 
trunk and provides PRF 

Low or Moderate – trunk 
obscured.  

On path, <1m to west Climbing2 and/or  
dusk/dawn3 surveys  

20 Willow 25 M Limbs overhang fence-line at 4m 
and 8m – no features 

Negligible Opposite side of path None required for bats 

21 Elder 12 M Leaning, dense ivy cover Negligible <1m east of fence 
within reserve 

None required for bats 

22 Willow 14 M Thick-stemmed ivy obscures 
trunk and provides PRF 

Low or Moderate – trunk 
obscured.  

<2m east of fence 
within reserve 

Climbing2 and/or  
dusk/dawn3 surveys  

4 23 Ash 15 SM Wound 1cm x 10cm on western 
aspect at 12m 

Negligible <1m east of fence 
within reserve 

None required for bats 

24 Ash 20 SM Dead ivy stems lifting away 
obscures trunk and provides 
PRF. Limb overhangs fence-line 
at 8m height – no features. 

Negligible (overhanging 
limb) 

Opposite side of path None required for bats 

25 Ash? 12 Y 10cm Wound on southern and 
eastern aspects at 5m; 
decaying. 

Low <1m east of fence 
within reserve 

Endoscope check followed 
by soft-felling if feature 
suitable 

26 Hawthorn 12 M Thick-stemmed ivy  Low <1m east of fence 
within reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

27 Alder 12 SM Multi-stemmed. Medium/thick-
stemmed ivy, lifted bark and split 

Low <1m east of fence 
within reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 
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Section Tree 

No. 

Species  Height (m) Age 

category1 

Description of tree and any 

Potential Roost Feature 

(PRF) 

Suitability Location along 

fence-line 

Mitigation if felling or 

pruning required4 

limb on N aspect at 4m. 

28 Ash 15 SM Thin-stemmed ivy obscures 
trunk 

Low <1m east of fence 
within reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

29 Ash 15 SM Wound <1cm width x 10cm on 
SW aspect at 10m. Decaying. 

Negligible <1m east of fence 
within reserve 

None required for bats 

5 30 Hawthorn 10 M Decaying or standing 
deadwood. Dense thin-stemmed 
ivy obscures trunk 

Low On fence-line Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

31 Oak? 20 SM Thick-stemmed ivy obscures 
trunk and provides PRF 

Low or Moderate – trunk 
obscured.  

<1m east of fence 
within reserve 

Climbing2 and/or  
dusk/dawn3 surveys  

6 32 Oak 20 SM Thin-stemmed ivy obscures 
trunk. No visible features 

Negligible or Low – trunk 
obscured 

<1m east of fence line 
with reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

33 Oak 20 SM Medium-stemmed ivy obscures 
stem. 

Negligible or Low – trunk 
obscured 

1m east of fence line 
with reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

34 Oak 20 M Thick-stemmed ivy obscures 
trunk and provides PRF 

Low or Moderate – trunk 
obscured.  

1m east of fence within 
reserve 

Climbing2 and/or  
dusk/dawn3 surveys  

35 Ash 18 SM Thin/medium-stemmed ivy 
obscures trunk. No visible 
features 

Negligible or Low – trunk 
obscured 

On fence-line Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

36 Hawthorn 12 M Multi-stemmed tree, dense ivy 
covering entire tree 

Negligible or Low – trunk 
obscured 

On fence-line Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

37 Sweet 
chestnut? 

>10 SM Leaning over footpath and limb 
over fence-line. No features on 
limb. 

Negligible On opposite side of 
path 

None required for bats 

38 Elder 7 M Hole of 5cm width in main stem 
at 1m on N aspect 

Low 1m east of fence within 
reserve 

Endoscope check followed 
by soft-felling if feature 
suitable 

39 Ash 9 SM Medium-stemmed ivy obscures 
trunk, no visible features 

Negligible or Low – trunk 
obscured 

1m east of fence within 
reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

40 Hazel 8 M Multi-stemmed tree, dense, 
thick-stemmed ivy cover on 
limbs overhanging fence-line 

Low Opposite side of path, 
limbs overhang fence-
line 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

7 41 Poplar 20 M Thin-stemmed ivy obscures 
trunk. No visible features 

Low or Moderate – trunk 
obscured.  

<1m east of fence line 
within reserve 

Climbing2 and/or  
dusk/dawn3 surveys  

42 Poplar 20 M Thin-stemmed ivy obscures 
trunk to 5m. No visible features 

Negligible or Low – trunk 
obscured 

<1m east of fence line 
with reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

43 Birch sp. 12 SM Wound of 1-2cm width at 8m on 
S aspect 

Negligible <1m east of fence line 
within reserve 

None required for bats 
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Section Tree 

No. 

Species  Height (m) Age 

category1 

Description of tree and any 

Potential Roost Feature 

(PRF) 

Suitability Location along 

fence-line 

Mitigation if felling or 

pruning required4 

44 Birch sp. 14 SM No features Negligible <1m east of fence line 
within reserve 

None required for bats 

45 Birch sp. 14 SM Hole of 5cm width at 3.5m on W 
aspect. Extension deemed 
likely. 

Low <1m east of fence line 
within reserve 

Endoscope check followed 
by soft-felling if feature 
suitable 

46 Birch sp. 14 SM Hole at 5m on W aspect. Negligible <2m east of fence 
within reserve 

None required for bats 

47 Birch sp. 14 SM Branch scars of with small gaps 
of c.2cm width at 5-6m on N and 
W aspects. Upward facing. 

Negligible 1m east of fence within 
reserve 

None required for bats 

48 Birch sp. 14 SM Thin-stemmed ivy, no visible 
features 

Negligible  <1m east of fence line 
within reserve 

None required for bats 

49 Elder? 14 M Thin-stemmed ivy, no visible 
features 

Negligible  <2m east of fence 
within reserve 

None required for bats 

50 Ash 15 SM Thin-stemmed ivy, no visible 
features 

Negligible  <2m east of fence 
within reserve 

None required for bats 

51 Birch sp. 14 SM Thin-stemmed ivy, no visible 
features 

Negligible  <2m east of fence 
within reserve 

None required for bats 

52 Birch sp. 14 SM Thin-stemmed ivy, no visible 
features 

Negligible or Low – trunk 
obscured 

1m east of fence within 
reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

53 Ash 15 SM Thin-stemmed ivy, no visible 
features 

Negligible or Low – trunk 
obscured 

<1m east of fence line 
within reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

54 Birch sp. 15 SM Medium-stemmed ivy, no visible 
features 

Negligible or Low – trunk 
obscured 

<1m east of fence line 
within reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

55 Ash 15 SM Multi-stemmed tree, thin-
stemmed ivy, no visible features 

Negligible  On fence-line None required for bats 

56 Birch sp. 15 SM Medium-stemmed ivy, no visible 
features 

Negligible or Low – trunk 
obscured 

<2m east of fence 
within reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

57 Birch sp. 14 SM Medium-stemmed ivy, no visible 
features 

Negligible or Low – trunk 
obscured 

<2m east of fence 
within reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

58 Birch sp. 13 SM Medium-stemmed ivy, no visible 
features 

Negligible or Low – trunk 
obscured 

<2m east of fence 
within reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

8 59 Ash 14 SM Medium-stemmed ivy, no visible 
features 

Negligible or Low – trunk 
obscured 

<1m east of fence line 
within reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

 60 Ash 16 SM Medium-stemmed ivy, no visible 
features 

Negligible or Low – trunk 
obscured 

<1m east of fence line 
within reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 

 61 Ash 14 SM Multi-stemmed tree, medium-
stemmed ivy, no visible features 

Negligible or Low – trunk 
obscured 

<1m east of fence line 
within reserve 

Soft-felling under licensed 
supervision 
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1 S-Sapling; Y-Young; SM-Semi-mature; M-Mature. 
2 If the tree is considered safe to climb then tree-climbing surveys can be undertaken at any time of year. If a roost feature is found, dusk/dawn 
surveys may also be required. 
3 Dusk emergence and dawn re-entry surveys can be undertaken during May-September only. 
4 Where ivy growth obscures the main stem/s, mitigation has been recommended in accordance with the highest assessment category for the 
tree based on species, age and condition and visible PRFs or lack thereof. 
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6 ECOLOGICAL CONSTRAINTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 Potential impacts of the proposed works 

Full details of the proposals in terms of the areas of vegetation to be cleared and any trees to 

be pruned or removed are not currently known.  

 

A suite of protected species surveys was undertaken within Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve 

during 2020-21 (KWT Consultancy Services, 2020-21). Based on the protected species 

known to be present within the reserve and the findings of the walkover survey and PGLRA 

of trees for bats, the potential impacts of the proposed fencing works are detailed in Table 3 

below.  

 

Recommendations with regard to these potential impacts have been included within Tables 1 

and 2.  

 

Table 3. Potential impacts of the proposed works  

 

Works Required Potential Impact 

Tree removal or pruning - Damage or destruction of bat roosts, killing or injury of bats 

- Damage or destruction of bird nests, killing or injury of birds 

Scrub removal  - Killing or injury of reptiles and Roman snails 

- Damage or destruction of bird nests, killing or injury of birds 

Soil excavation - Killing or injury of hibernating Roman snails 
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7 CONSERVATION STRATEGY FOR ROMAN SNAIL 
 

7.1 Habitat Enhancements 

The aims of the Method Statement are to protect Roman snail from being killed or injured 

during the proposed works and provide a long-term conservation benefit to the species within 

retained areas.   

 

Habitat enhancements for Roman snail will be carried out as follows: 

 On completion of works, areas of loose, bare friable soil will be created within the reserve 

through clearance of ivy, in the vicinity of the new fencing and retained dense scrub 

vegetation  

 Log pile refugia will be created within the reserve in the vicinity of the new fencing and 

retained dense scrub vegetation, using cordwood from the cleared scrub and trees 

 Cut-back scrub will be allowed to regenerate once works are completed. 

 

7.2 Application for a Natural England Conservation Licence 

A Roman snail licence is required to handle the snails. An application will need to be made 

for a Conservation Licence in advance of the fence-line works. Natural England requires 

approximately four weeks to process applications.  
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8 ENHANCEMENTS 

In addition to any specific mitigation required and the conservation measures described above 

for Roman snail, ecological enhancements should where possible be incorporated into the 

proposed development to contribute towards the objectives of planning legislation. In July 

2018, the UK Government published the revised National Planning Policy Framework 

(NPPF) which states that “opportunities to incorporate biodiversity improvements in and 

around developments should be encouraged, especially where this can secure measurable net 

gains for biodiversity” (Para 175). 

The following enhancements will be undertaken for reptiles, breeding birds and roosting bats: 

 Log pile refugia will be created within the reserve using cordwood from felled trees and 

scrub 

 Two bat boxes will be placed on retained mature trees in unlit areas within the reserve 

 Two nest boxes will be placed on retained mature trees within the reserve 
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Appendix 1: Annotated Site Photographs  

  

Section 1 T1–T10 Oak, Willow and Alder trees 
with dense thick-stemmed ivy cover (looking 
south) 

Section 2 – T11-T15 Oak trees adjacent to fence-
line (looking south) 

 

Example of dense scrub habitat adjacent to fence-line 
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Section 7 - T41 Poplar with thin-stemmed ivy 

obscuring the trunk.  

Example of thick ivy stems and dense ivy foliage 

obscuring trunk 

 

Scrub covered banks and concrete bridge of the River Darent SSSI 



KWT Consultancy Services 

Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve. 

SSSI Boundary Fencing Method Statement  23 March 2021 

Appendix 2: Survey Area Sections 1-8 – Locations of Trees Subject 

to PGLA for Bats 

These maps should be read in conjunction with Table 2.  Location of trees is indicative only.  

Do not scale 

 

Section 1 
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Section 2 
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Section 3 

 

 

Section 4 



KWT Consultancy Services 

Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve. 

SSSI Boundary Fencing Method Statement  26 March 2021 

 
 

 



KWT Consultancy Services 

Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve. 

SSSI Boundary Fencing Method Statement  27 March 2021 

Section 5 
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Section 6 
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Section 7 
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Section 8 

 


