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1 Introduction  

1.1 Overview  

1.1.1 Stantec has been appointed by Kent Wildlife Trust to produce a Transport Statement as part 
of a planning application with regards to an extension to the existing visitor centre and 
modifications to the car park, and movements therein, at Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve.  

1.2 Site Location and Description 

1.2.1 The access to Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve is located on A25 Bradbourne Vale Road. This is 
around 1.8km from Sevenoaks town centre. The Wildlife Reserve itself is located 
approximately 500m to the north of A25 Bradbourne Vale Road. The location of the site can 
be seen in Error! Reference source not found.. 

 

Figure 1-1: Site location 

1.2.2 The site falls outside of the census Built-Up Area (BUA), falling into the Green Belt areas that 
form much of the Sevenoaks District. 
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Figure 1-2: Northern portion of Sevenoaks BUA 

1.3 Highways pre-app 

1.3.1 A highways pre-app was held with KCC H&T on 21st January 2021. The minutes and KCC 
response are attached as Appendix A  

1.3.2 This meeting was originally arranged when there was a broader proposal for a more 
significant redevelopment of the visitor centre, possibly even a new building. The final 
proposal is a reduced scheme, but nonetheless the process was completed so the KCC 
Highways could be involved as necessary. 

1.3.3 Amendments to the proposal site layout have been undertaken to reflect KCC Highways 
comments. 
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2 Policy Context 

2.1 Introduction  

2.1.1 A review of the relevant national, regional and local policy and guidance forms this chapter 
which has guided the approach adopted for this TS. 

2.2 National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 

2.2.1 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was updated and adopted in July 2018 and 
last updated in June 2019 and is the current over-arching planning framework for Local 
Planning Authorities. 

2.2.2 The NPPF highlights that sustainable development is made up of three elements that are 
mutually dependent on each other – economic, social and environmental. It further states that: 

“Planning policies and decisions should play an active role in guiding development towards 
sustainable solutions, but in doing so should take local circumstances into account, to reflect 
the character, needs and opportunities of each area.” 

2.2.3 In terms of transport, the key theme of the NPPF is to promote sustainable modes of 
transport, with development sustainably located and notes that smarter use of technologies 
can reduce the need to travel. The NPPF does, however, recognise that different policies 
should be applied in different communities in order to achieve this balance and that 
opportunities to maximise sustainable modes of transport will vary between urban and rural 
areas. (paragraph 103). 

2.2.4 Section 108 lists a number of considerations for planning authorities to apply in their decision 
making when reviewing Transport reports. These include the need to consider that 
opportunities for sustainable transport have been taken up, if the access arrangements are 
safe and suitable and if there are cost effective improvements to the transport network that 
could be made.  

2.2.5 Paragraph 109 of the NPPF states that: 

“Development should only be prevented or refused on highways grounds if there would be an 
unacceptable impact on highway safety, or the residual cumulative impacts on the road 
network would be severe.” 

2.2.6 Importantly, NPPF advises that development should only be refused on transport grounds if 
the residual cumulative impacts are likely to be “severe”. The definition of “severe” in this 
context is unique to the individual site under consideration. However, it may be helpful to 
consider that within the context of the Environmental Impact Assessment “severe” impacts are 
often described as those that would have a national or regional significance. In this respect it 
is clear that NPPF is seeking to strike a positive balance between potential local traffic impacts 
and local economic or social benefits. 

2.2.7 It is reasonable to suggest that within many settings, the existing traffic conditions will be busy, 
with congestion at peak periods. However, NPPF is suggesting that planning authorities 
should not allow this to stifle valuable economic development. The test is whether any residual 
impacts could be considered “severe” in the context of NPPF, and it is clear from the 
assessment that follows that this is not the case. 

2.2.8 Paragraph 110 of the NPPF requires opportunities for sustainable travel to be exploited and 
should therefore give priority to pedestrians and cyclists and be accessible by public transport 
facilities. Developments should also ‘create safe and secure layouts which minimise conflicts 
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between traffic, cyclists or pedestrians’. The masterplan responds to this through provision of 
walking and cycling infrastructure on site that connects to the external network. 

2.3 Local Transport Plan 4: Delivering Growth without Gridlock 2016-2031 

2.3.1 Kent’s fourth Local Transport Plan (LTP4) was adopted during August 2017 and sets out 
KCC’s plans to meet its role of enabling: 

“planned, sustainable growth and ensure the necessary infrastructure is in place, which will 
stimulate regeneration and encourage people and businesses to come to Kent. To be able to 
travel easily, safely and quickly to our destinations we need a transport network that can cater 
for current demand, enables economic growth, and supports a growing population.” 

2.3.2 The LTP4 document replicates the infrastructure requirements up to 2031 identified within the 
Growth and Infrastructure Framework (GIF) document. The GIF sets out the transport 
schemes necessary to address current and future capacity issues. 

2.3.3 As the Local Transport Authority, KCC have a statutory duty to produce an LTP for the county 
of Kent. This strategy must identify the transport priorities for the county, as well as 
emphasising the investment required to support growth. The Kent and Medway GIF provides 
the evidence base for LTP4. 

2.3.4 The LTP4 states the following ambition for Kent: 

“To deliver safe and effective transport, ensuring that all Kent’s communities and businesses 
benefit, the environment is enhanced and economic growth is supported.” 

2.3.5 To achieve this ambition the LTP4 document sets out five overarching policies that are 
targeted at delivering specific outcomes as summarised below. 

 Policy: Deliver resilient transport infrastructure and schemes that reduce congestion and 
improve journey time reliability to enable economic growth and appropriate development, 
meeting demand from a growing population. 

Outcome 1: Economic growth and minimised congestion. 

 Policy: Promote affordable, accessible and connected transport to enable access for all to 
jobs, education, health and other services. 

Outcome 2: Affordable and accessible door-to-door journeys. 

 Policy: Provide a safer road, footway and cycleway network to reduce the likelihood of 
casualties, and encourage other transport providers to improve safety on their networks. 

Outcome 3: Safer travel 

 Policy: Deliver schemes to reduce the environmental footprint of transport, and enhance 
the historic and natural environment. 

Outcome 4: Enhanced environment 

 Policy: Provide and promote active travel choices for all members of the community to 
encourage good health and wellbeing, and implement measures to improve local air 
quality. 

 Outcome 5: Better health and wellbeing 
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2.3.6 Kent’s transport priorities in LTP4 are described as being strategic, countywide or local. The 
strategic priorities are infrastructure projects that KCC may not directly deliver or operate and 
are likely to affect a number of districts. Some of these are national priorities. Countywide 
priorities include promotion of road safety, sustainable travel and maintenance and upgrade of 
transport assets. 

2.3.7 The LTP4 document brings together local priorities from individual Local Plans and supporting 
Transport Strategies that set out the transport infrastructure requirements to support growth in 
each district / borough. 

2.3.8 The following transport priorities are illustrated for Sevenoaks in LTP4.  

 

Figure 2-1: Transport Priorities Outlined in LTP4 for Sevenoaks 

2.4 Sevenoaks District Council – Local Development Framework: Core 
Strategy (2011) 

2.4.1 The Core Strategy is a key part of the Sevenoaks District Council’s (SDC) Local Development 
Framework (LDF) and was adopted on 22 February 2011. It sets out the council’s objectives 
and overarching principles which will deliver necessary development needs of the district up to 
2026.  

2.4.2 The key objectives of the Transport Strategy have been developed into the following set of 
priorities in the Sevenoaks urban area: 

 Improve public transport interchange facilities; 

 Maintain and improve capacity on peak train services; 
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 Manage parking issues in the town centre and around train stations; 

 Bring forward measures to alleviate congestion and tackle air quality issues at Riverhead, 
Bat & Ball and Sevenoaks Town Centre; and 

 Improve facilities for walking and cycling. 

2.4.3 For rural areas the priorities are defined as follows: 

 Maintain and improve accessibility to jobs, shops and services by non-car means, 
including walking, cycling, public transport and community transport; and 

 Bring forward measures to alleviate congestion and tackle air quality issues, including 
those along the A25 corridor, at Seal and Westerham, and on the Strategic Network. 

2.4.4 The core strategy notes that the dispersed rural nature leads to bus operators finding it difficult 
to run commercially viable bus services, resulting in many being subsidised by KCC. It 
suggests that limited development in rural areas is unlikely to provide a catalyst for improved 
bus services and therefore innovative public and community transport solutions are 
necessary, including dial-a-ride and car-pooling. 

2.4.5 It goes on to state that loss of services and facilities from rural areas will be resisted where 
possible, but exceptions will be made where equivalent replacement facilities are provided or 
where it can be demonstrated that the continued operation of the service or facility is no longer 
financially viable. 

2.5 Sevenoaks District Strategy for Transport 2010-2026 

2.5.1 The Sevenoaks District Strategy for Transport (SDST) was published in July 2010. It is the 
district’s transport strategy until 2026 and used to inform transport and planning decisions. It 
has been prepared by Kent County Council and Sevenoaks District Council in parallel with the 
Sevenoaks LDF Core Strategy.  

2.5.2 The aim of the strategy is to promote an integrated transport network which; 

• Improves accessibility to jobs and services for all sections of the community  

• Reduce congestion 

• Improves safety 

• Reduce the impact of transport on the natural and built environment 

• Protects and enhances the District’s position as an attractive location for business and 
investment 

2.6 Sevenoaks Emerging Local Plan  

2.6.1 SDC have submitted an emerging local plan to the Planning Inspectorate. However, at this 
time, it has not yet been adopted. In December 2020 SDC lodged an application to appeal 
against an unsuccessful Judicial Review of our draft local plan 

2.6.2 Notwithstanding the status of the emerging local plan points within the plan are noted. 

2.6.3 Policy T1 (p67) within the Proposed Local Plan is in relation to Transport. Policy T1 Transport 
and Infrastructure states: 
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2.6.4 In addition EV charging is referenced as follows: 

 

2.7 Kent and Medway SPG4 (Kent Vehicle Parking Standards July 2006) 

2.7.1 This document provides a basis for the maximum parking standards that can be considered. 
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2.7.2 For Country Parks a maximum standard of 1 space per 400 visitors per annum is listed. An 
additional note is provided regarding coach parking with a maximum standard of 1 coach 
space per 5,000 visitors per annum. 

2.8 Response to Policy 

2.8.1 Whilst the proposed site amendment is relatively minor in nature, in terms of transport 
impacts, policy has been reviewed to check that the proposals remain consistent. This report 
will show there is no intensification of the site. 

2.8.2 In particular the semi-rural location, is noted; and that in this regard the site is considered 
sustainable as per the NPPF. 

2.8.3 Parking in relation with the KMSPG4 was discussed with KCC H&T at the highway’s pre-app 
(as shown in Appendix A ). In addition, electric vehicle charging was also discussed with KCC 
H&T. 

2.8.4 Although KMSPG4 provides maximum standards, due to its sustainability aim at the time of 
the 2006 release, it has become more practicable to use the document as a ‘target’ / ‘ballpark’. 
However, it has not become a minimum requirement. A target of 50% of maximum is deemed 
appropriate as a guideline. 

2.8.5 Parking is covered in more detail later in this report and builds on the KCC Highways 
comment in the pre-app that ‘I am minded to accept the proposed parking levels’. 
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3 Existing transport conditions 

3.1 Introduction  

3.1.1 This chapter looks at the baseline conditions in transport terms at the existing site, and within 
proximity of the existing site. 

3.2 Local Highway Network  

3.2.1 The current access to the site is directly from the A25 Bradbourne Vale Road, which is a 
single carriageway road with one lane in each direction. The access benefits from a right-turn 
pocket into the site. 

3.2.2 The proximal section of the A25 is a KCC road that runs from Wrotham Heath to the A21, 
running parallel to the M26. The A21 is part of the strategic road network and provides access 
to the M25 to the north and Hastings to the south.  

3.3 Walking and Cycling  

3.3.1 The A25 has footway provision on both the north and south sides. There are pedestrian refuge 
islands to assist with crossing adjacent to the site. These are located either side of the right-
turn pocket. 

3.3.2 The site is reachable by foot by a reasonable catchment of the Sevenoaks built-up area. 
Sevenoaks town centre is approximately 2km to the south of the site, meaning it is accessible 
within an approximate 30-minute walk or 15-minute cycle.  

3.4 Public Transport  

Bus  

3.4.1 The closest bus stops are located within 100m of the access junction on A25 Bradbourne Vale 
Road. The bus stop pair is known as Bradbourne Farm Stop, ID: kntdgtmg. 

3.4.2 These stops provide services commensurate with the A25 inter-urban road, noting the Arriva 
308 service and Redroute 408. 

Train 

3.4.3 The site is equidistant from both Sevenoaks and Bat & Ball rail stations, at about 1.1km, not 
unreasonable for a walking distance. 

3.4.4 Bat & Ball rail station is operated by Southeastern, but serves Thameslink stopping trains 
operating between Sevenoaks and London Blackfriars. Trains from this station are fairly 
regular at twice per hour in each direction throughout the day.  

3.4.5 Sevenoaks rail station is also operated by Southeastern and offers direct services to a range 
of destinations. These services and their frequency are outlined in the table below.  
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Table 3-1: Rail Services and Frequencies 

Destination 
Weekday Service 

Frequency  
Saturday Service 

Frequency  
Sunday Service 

Frequency  

London Charing Cross  3 services per hour 8 services per hour 4 services per hour 

London Blackfriars (via 
Swanley) 

2 services per hour 2 services per hour No services 

Tonbridge  2 services per hour 6 services per hour 4 services per hour 

Sandwich 1 service per hour 2 services per hour 1 service per hour 

Hastings  1 service per hour  2 services per hour 2 services per hour 

Ramsgate  1 service per hour 2 services per hour 1 service per hour 

 

3.5 Highway Safety 

3.5.1 KCC have provided three-years of crash data for the local area and no incidents were 
recorded. This suggests there are no highway safety issues within the immediate vicinity of 
the site access. The confirmatory plot is given as Appendix E . 
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4 Current and Proposed Development 

4.1 Current Site 

4.1.1 Sevenoaks Wildlife Reserve is an area of 73 hectares1, that consists of the main park and 
lakes, and its supporting car parking area and visitor centre. The current visitor centre has an 
existing ground floor area of 261.8 sqm (GEA) and first floor area of 124.8 sqm (GEA), 
totalling 386.6 sqm (GEA). 

4.1.2 The red-line for the application covers the area of the reserve from the A25, via the access 
road to the car parking and visitor centre. The fenceline on the western edge of the site is also 
denoted for planning reasons but has no transport implications. The changes to the site are 
described in more detail below. This red-line lies within the much larger blue-line ownership 
boundary of the wider reserve. A site plan demonstrating these boundaries can be seen below 
in Figure 4-1.  

 

Figure 4-1: Red-line Application Boundary in the Context of the Blue-line Ownership Boundary2 

4.1.3 The site access located on A25 Bradbourne Vale Road and its visibility splays are shown in 
Appendix B . Along the site frontage, the speed limit is 30mph (‘speed check’ area) and has 
been reduced from 40mph due to new school development further along the A25. The splays 
both demonstrate the required visibility for the speed limit (43m) but also show that they 

 
1 https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/nature-reserves/sevenoaks-wildlife-reserve-and-jeffery-harrison-visitor-centre 
2 The red-line on the western edge of the site is regarding the fenceline. There are no transport implications for 
this element. 
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extend much further, 82m west and 105m left. These distances are commensurate with the 
previous 40mph speed limit. 

4.1.4 The site access/egress road is approximately 500m in length, with the initial section near the 
A25 Bradbourne Vale Road shared by a riding centre and the anglers that use the site. The 
access/egress road is a non-delineated two-way facility. The riding centre is within the first 
100m, and the anglers have a separate driveway that separates from the main access road 
approximately 275m from the A25. 

4.1.5 The current parking is non-demarcated but is estimated as circa 50 spaces. 

4.1.6 There is currently limited turning space for larger vehicles. 

4.2 Upgrading of Site 

4.2.1 The site will keep a similar overall layout. Whilst there will be a betterment in movement and 
improvements to the visitor centre, including a new one way system and delineated car 
parking. These changes are not considered to be substantial and will be in keeping with the 
current layout. 

4.2.2 These improvements are required to provide a better visitor experience whilst also creating a 
safe environment with regards to the vehicular movement pattern on site. An important 
element of the proposal is to provide new vehicle parking arrangements which will allow for 
101 car spaces. These will be formally marked allowing for more efficient parking than 
currently exist.  

4.2.3 Concerns regarding parking and accessibility were raised during the public consultation held 
by Kent Wildlife Trust between 18th January and 7th February 2021. These comments have 
been taken on board and the proposal is considered to improve the existing facilities allowing 
visitors to park easily and access the visitors centre and the wider reserve safely.  

4.3 Proposed Changes 

4.3.1 The main functioning of the reserve remains unaltered. The changes that are pertinent are: 

 An improved access/egress road incorporating a one-way loop at the visitor centre end. 
This provides an improved access/egress strategy for all vehicles, and in particularly the 
relevant larger vehicles, coaches and refuse freighter. The current access for the anglers 
will be utilised to form this loop. Larger vehicles will no longer be required to do unwieldly 
manouveres and reversing. 

 These improvements are coupled with improving the markings and feelings of safety for 
pedestrians enter the site. The interaction with the riding school has also been improved. 
These markings and design layout are shown in the proposed plans appended to the 
document. 

 The anglers would now use the wider visitor centre parking and will circulate the site with 
the other users. 

 Redeveloping the ground floor of the visitor centre increasing the floor area from 262sqm 
to 379sm (GEA).  

 There will also be the demolition of 169 sqm of other existing buildings on the site, 
meaning the total building floorspace is broadly unchanged. 

 Additional and more appropriate parking for the proposed visitors. This has been 
sensitively achieved by upgrading and providing more efficiency to the existing parking 
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areas as well as including more subtle overspill parking areas to meet the busier periods, 
retaining the mature landscape feel of the site.  

 In total there will be 101 spaces (87 excluding overflow). This is an increase of 50% from 
existing3, with additional overspill also available. This will be provided in a tiered system 
of: 

o 51 Grass reinforced grid car parking 

o 36 Grass reinforced mesh car parking spaces (38 spaces in winter when overspill not 
in uses) 

o 14 Overflow summer grass parking 

o 4 coach spaces 

o EV charging (6no) and disabled parking (6no) 4 were agreed with KCC Highways, 
both number and size. These are marked on the proposed site layout. 

o Motorcycle parking (5 bays) is provided 

o Additional cycling stands are provided (increased from 6 to 12), and as requested by 
KCC Highways 50% of these are covered. 

 Redesigning and fencing of the pedestrian desire lines to entice more visitor footfall 
through the visitor centre.  

4.3.2 The existing and proposal plans provided as appendices show how the extra area that was 
originally separated by the angler’s access road has now become more accessible and 
flexible. Overview plans are given as Appendix C However keeping the feel of this area was 
important, and is reflected in the tiered system of the car parking provision, coupled with 
landscape design. The spaces that border more sensitive areas have the less intrusive 
reinforced mesh design. 

4.3.3 This extra space has allowed for bespoke space for the coach parking. The swept-path 
drawings for coach movements are given as Appendix D . This accounts for the KCC 
Highways comments requesting that two coaches can pass on the approach to the coach 
parking. 

4.3.4 The proposed parking provision was agreed with KCC H&T as being appropriate and in line 
with policy documents. KCC Highways undertook a consideration of the 75,000 visitors per 
annum estimate and calculated a parking quantum based on KMSPG4. Whilst this is a 
maximum using this quantum as a target helped show that the provision was appropriate. This 
provision, in tandem, with promoting sustainable transport as much as practicable (see later in 
this report) was agreed with KCC.    

4.3.5 The new centre will allow more formalised flexi-space for other activities such as group and 
committee meetings. It will continue to provide educational space. However, this redesign is 
more to provide a more amenable space, and welfare facilities, than to generate significant 
new activity. 

 
3 Noting that the existing parking is less formalised and is therefore an estimate.  
4 1 of the disabled spaces is also a EV charging point. 
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5 Current Usage and Traffic Impact 

5.1.1 This chapter outlines the number of visitors that are currently believed to use the site each 
year and how in the future these numbers may or may not change.  

5.1.2 This TS has been written within the time of the COVID pandemic. Therefore, normal traffic 
counts were not possible during this time. 

5.1.3 The broad opening times are 9am-5pm, with traffic management/gated features as required. 
Some earlier and later opening may occur from time to time, as detailed in planning / business 
case documents. This is not seen as a highways concern and is not elaborated further in this 
TS. 

5.2 Data Provided 

5.2.1 Kent Wildlife Trust have provided Stantec with logged data for both car and pedestrian 
movements for the period from October 2019 to July 2020 This data is in hourly records 
across all days of the week. 

5.2.2 This data-recording equipment was installed by KWT to formalise their working estimates of 
visitor profile. The working estimate is currently around 70,000 visitor (person) trips per year. 
The equipment was also intended to be able to give some working vehicle numbers aswell.  

5.2.3  However due to the COVID pandemic, and unnoticed malfunctions during the lockdowns, 
usable data is only available for some of Oct 2019 to March 2020, and July 2020. Data from 
August 2020 to Dec 2020 is unavailable, and Apr 2020 to June 2020 is deemed atypical. 

5.2.4 This data comprised 185 days, 139 weekdays and 46 weekends. The breakdown by month is 
given below as Table 5-1. 

Table 5-1: Data Collection Days 

Month Sample days 

Oct 13 

Nov 30 

Dec 31 

Jan 31 

Feb 29 

Mar 26 

Covid Lockdown 

June 4 

July 21 

 

5.2.5 The car logger total for these days was 26,719 (2-way total) and the person logger (2-way 
logger) was 41,302 (2-way total). This pro-ratas to annual amounts of circa 52,000 two-way 
vehicles and 81,000 two-way persons (approximately 40,000 annual visits).  It is noted that 
this annualised figure is an underestimate due to the time of year for which data is available. A 
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working estimate uplifted by a factor of 1.5. This assumes the unrecorded (summer) months is 
double the recorded (winter) months. 

5.2.6 The data gives a daily average of vehicles per day as below. 

‘Car’ logger (weekday) 128 vehicles (based on 139 days) 
193 vehicles (assuming 

factor of 1.5 uplift) 

‘Car’ logger (weekend) 
193 vehicles (based on 46 days) 

289 vehicles (assuming 
factor of 1.5 uplift) 

Table 5-2: Logger data Oct 2019 to March 2020, and July 2020  Daily average 

5.2.7 In addition, the data has been analysed to give profiles across the day. As expected the flow is 
higher at the weekend, and concentrated into the middle of the day. 

 

5.2.8 The most important flow is seen to be the PM weekday peak, whereby there is both a heavier 
presumed flow on the A25 and movement in and out of the site. For the hours beginning 4PM 
and 5PM two-way vehicle flows of 43 and 39 vehicles per hour respectively. This assumes the 
uplift from the logger data discussed. 

5.3 New visitors 

5.3.1 As previously mentioned, the fundamental change of usage will be to encourage visitors to 
make more use of the visitor centre. However, there is not expected to be a significant 
increase in visitors. A manageable year-on-year growth is envisaged but not a step-change in 
usage. 

5.3.2 Whilst there is an increase in parking spaces, this is more about providing easier parking 
through the means of marked parking bays rather than to encourage more visitors. The site 
could continue with the current parking regime, but the upgrades to the parking, and 
access/egress road, is proposed as a package with the visitor centre upgrade. 

5.3.3 However, it is noted an upgrade may attract more visitors. Nonetheless, even a large 
percentage increase from the current usage numbers outlined would only be a minimal impact 
on the existing traffic movements in relation to the site and A25. 
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5.4 New staff 

5.4.1 Whilst occasional extra part-time staff may be required from time to time, this is negligible and 
not elaborated further. The current staffing is 1.5FTE. 

5.4.2 Indeed, this is offset as some estate management team will be now be based elsewhere. 

5.5 Potential impacts 

5.5.1 If the PM two-way flow is assumed to be outbound, flows of approximately 1 car every 1½ 
minutes is observed, An increase of usage of 50% would only lead to this being 1 car every 
minute. This would not be an issue with regards to the discharge onto the A25 and no traffic 
capacity modelling is deemed necessary. 

5.5.2 In terms of inbound traffic the quality of the existing junction is reaffirmed, noting the right-turn 
lane and good visibility.   
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6 Travel Plan Concepts 

6.1 Introduction  

6.1.1 It was requested at the pre-application meeting with KCC H&T that consideration is given to 
the promotion of alternative modes of transport to the private car for visitors to the site. This 
will enable justification of reduced car parking in terms of standards. However, a full Travel 
Plan was not requested.  

6.1.2 Therefore, this chapter will set out a brief strategy for promoting alternative means of travel to 
the private car.  

6.1.3 The site’s webpage already provides information for visitors and this can be built upon. 

https://www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk/nature-reserves/sevenoaks-wildlife-reserve-and-jeffery-
harrison-visitor-centre 

6.2 Strategy 

Encouraging Sustainable Travel Choices 

6.2.1 The provision of high-quality information, in a clear and concise format, has been identified as 
a key driver for change in travel behaviour. Therefore, the Kent Wildlife Trust will aim to 
provide information on how visitors can access the site more sustainably on their website and 
on a notice board in the visitors centre. This will likely include the following information:  

 Walking and cycling maps showing safe routes to Sevenoaks rail station and Bat & Ball 
rail station. 

 Up to data bus and rail timetables. 

 Generalised public transport information, including any relevant schemes (such as Travel 
Pass schemes) for the local area. 

 Details of multi-modal journey planner apps. 

 Information on cycle parking at the site. 

Facilitating Sustainable Travel  

6.2.2 Cycle parking is currently provided on site adjacent to the visitors centre. With the proposed 
upgrades to the car parking area, these spaces will be retained and upgraded. Therefore, the 
site will provide 12 cycle parking spaces, of which 50% will be covered.  By providing covered 
spaces, people are more likely to cycle in less fair weather.  

6.2.3 A train/walk journey is clearly feasible. Whilst the distances from the two stations is slightly 
more than the recommended commuter distance, for a physical-activity based leisure pursuit 
the distance is easily managed. Moreover, the users are already in appropriate outdoor attire 
(sturdy boots and outdoor coat). 

6.2.4 Similarly, the site is convenient by foot for a number of residential areas within the northern 
portion of the Sevenoaks built-up area. 
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7 Summary and Conclusion 

7.1 Summary  

7.1.1 Stantec have been appointed by Kent Wildlife Trust to produce a Transport Statement as part 
of a planning application seeking an increase of the ground floor of the visitor centre (117sqm) 
along with demolition of other buildings, and upgrades to the car park and site access / egress 
road.  

7.1.2 A review of national and local transport planning policies has been undertaken, including the 
NPPF, the LTP4 and the Sevenoaks Draft Local Plan. The development proposals are found 
to accord with policy, taking account for the rural setting of the site. 

7.1.3 The existing transport network has been reviewed.  

7.1.4 The development proposals are broadly in keeping with the current layout, providing a 
betterment in terms of movement and improvements to the visitor centre. In particular, the new 
one-way routing of vehicles is noted. 

7.1.5 The proposed changes are not envisaged to generate significant new trips. Any new trips 
would be of minimal impact in relation to the current usage and A25. No capacity modelling is 
deemed as necessary, with the PM worst-case only be an increase of vehicles exiting 
increasing from one vehicle per 1 ½ minutes to one vehicle per minute. 

7.1.6 Staff movements for the site stay unchanged. 

7.2 Conclusion  

7.2.1 It is concluded that the proposed development is in accordance with national, regional and 
local development policies. 

7.2.2 The proposed development is not considered to have any adverse unacceptable impacts in 
terms of highway amenity, capacity, and safety on the surrounding network nor any impact in 
terms of transport accessibility. 
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Appendix A  Highways pre-app 
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Appendix B  Visibility Splay 
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Appendix C  Existing and proposed site layout 
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Appendix D  Swept path analysis for coach 
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Appendix E  Accident data 
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