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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 Broad Oak Tree Consultants Ltd. received instructions from Rain or Shine Pre-School Ltd, 

to produce the landscaping details necessary for tree/shrub planting required by Condition 
2 of the Grant of Consent of Application No. 21/00374/FUL. This relates to access and hard 
standing with a new stock proof fence at Land to West of The Bungalow, Prices Wood, 
Tonbridge Road, Leigh, Tonbridge, Kent, TN11 8HP. 

 
 

Condition 2 reads as follows: 
 

2. Notwithstanding the drawings hereby approved, within three months of the 
date of this permission further details of native species landscaping and its 
long term management, including details of the planting scheme towards the 
west of the parking area shall be submitted to the Local Planning Authority. 
The development shall be completed in accordance with the approved 
details and retained as such thereafter. All planting, seeding or turfing 
approved shall be carried out in the first planting and seeding season 
following the occupation of the development or the completion of the 
development, whichever is the sooner. Any trees or plants which, within a 
period of five years after planting, are removed, die or become seriously 
damaged or diseased in the opinion of the local planning authority, shall be 
replaced in the next available planting season with others of similar size, 
species and number, unless otherwise agreed in writing by the local 
planning authority. 

 
 
2. BACKGROUND  
 
 An “Ecological Impact Assessment – Prices Wood” has previously been submitted by the 

client, along with a Small Woodland Management Plan (dated 01.09.2018) for Prices 
Wood, produced for the Forestry Commission.  

 
 The proposals covered in this report relate to the new planting to the west of the parking 

area. An indicative Site and Block Plan, drawing no. 3307 01 Rev. A, produced by 
Madgwick & Dottridge, is included in Appendix 1. This is only to indicate the planting 
location (red outlined area) and is not for scaling from.  

 
 A scaled “Proposed Planting Plan”, drawing no. J60.64/01 is attached in Appendix 2.  
 
 The area to be planted currently comprises rough grasses, with developing deciduous 

woodland to the west. Along the road frontage is a belt of developing Thorns, Hazel and 
maturing Oaks.  

 
 
3. PLANTING AREA AND LAYOUT 
 
 The area to be planted is approximately 24m (north/south) and 32m (east/west) running 

parallel to the west of the stock fenced parking area.  
 
 Due to the canopies of the maturing trees to the west and south native shrub species are 

proposed towards these edges to avoid existing crowns adversely impacting on the growth 
of the canopy tree species. A more open structure is proposed towards the centre to 
provide a glade area while canopies develop over several decades.  
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 A random matrix of trees is proposed with no defined planting spacing, apart from ensuring 

sufficient space exists for the main species to develop. These will primarily comprise 
English Oak. Shrub species will blend in with the surrounding woodland and roadside belt, 
as well as softening the edge of the parking area. It is anticipated that a certain level of self 
seeding will also occur given the woodland area and roadside belt.  

 
 
4. PLANTING – SPECIES, SIZES AND NUMBERS 
 
 A native mix of woodland tree species and native shrubs typical of a general woodland 

setting are proposed. Sweet Chestnut is not included as it is locally dominant and in 
monoculture blocks. The planting is aimed at a diverse species mix of variable density and 
vertical structure.  

 
 The following table identified the species, planting sizes and numbers of each.  
  

Tree Species 
Common Name 

Tree Species Latin 
Name 

Planting size (cm) Number of each 

English Oak Quercus robur 60-80 6 

Field Maple Acer campestre 60-80 12 

Silver Birch Betula pendula 60-80 5 

Hazel Corylus avellana 60-80 12 

Common Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna 60-80 10 

Blackthorn  Prunus spinosa 60-80 11 

  Total: 56 

 
 Cell grown whips have been recommended as these establish rapidly and have good 

survival rates. Once established they also grow quickly and rates commonly exceed those 
of larger stock, which is slower to establish.  

 
 
5. PLANTING PROTECTION  
 
 To protect the trees/shrubs from voles, mice and rabbits it is proposed that 60cm green 

plastic spiral guards are utilised, supported by heavy Bamboo canes or cleft Sweet 
Chestnut spiles.  

 
 To reduce competition from existing vegetation and promote rapid early growth the base of 

each tree/shrub is to be enclosed in a 1m diameter circle of 50mm thick woodchip/bark. 
This will help supress weed growth and retain water, as well as providing nutrients as it 
decomposes. 

 
 If weed growth is excessive then spot spraying with a Glyphosate herbicide in late June for 

five years would be proposed.  
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6. MAINTENANCE PROPOSALS  
 
6.1 YEARS 1-5          
 

• Replace any trees/shrub that die for first three years. 

• Check spirals and firm bamboo canes in early spring.  

• Replenish woodchip/mulch or spot spray with Glyphosate based herbicide. 

• Grasses in between the trees/shrubs are to be left to grown naturally with no cutting 
required.  

• If stock are placed in the main field a temporary stock fence or electric tape fence will 
be necessary parallel with the northern extent of the parking area across west to the 
woodland edge. 

 
 
6.2 YEARS 5-10         
 

• Remove spiral guards and canes from Hawthorns and Blackthorn.  
 
 
6.3 YEARS 10-15         
 

• Remove spiral guards from remaining species.  
 
 
 
 
Tim Laddiman 
Chartered Arboriculturist 
Broad Oak Tree Consultants Ltd. 
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