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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 
This document outlines the results of the phase II bat surveys carried out by Ecosupport Ltd 
during May 2021 of the property known as 25 Anglesey Arms Road, Alverstoke, Gosport, PO12 
2DG. These surveys were required to support a planning application for a redevelopment on 
the site after a PEA conducted identified the building as to be of low potential to support 
roosting bats, therefore highlighting the requirement to undertake one further dusk or dawn 
survey (Ecosupport, 2020).  

1.2 Site Description & Location                               
25 Anglesey Arms Road is situated within the coastal area of Alverstoke, Gosport (approximate 
central Ordnance Survey Grid Reference: SZ 60358 98514), located between Stoke Lake and 
Alverstoke Crescent Garden (Fig 1). The site comprises of an old coach house, with associated 
landscaping to the rear (south) (Fig 2). Please note, the area of impact relevant to this 
application only refers to the building itself. 
 
The immediate surrounding landscape is of a semi-urban nature with the site bound by minor 
roads, residential dwellings, and associated landscaping. Alverstoke Crescent garden is 
located approximately 100m to the south of the site, beyond Crescent Road. Additional 
commercial and residential buildings are present further north, east and west, however the 
built environment is interspersed with scattered mature trees, allotments and parkland. A 
large area of good quality semi-improved grassland and coastal vegetated shingle is present 
to the south of the site and several saline lagoons are located to the north and south-east. 
 
Figure 1. Location of 25 Anglesey Arms Road (orange arrow), within the context of the surrounding 
landscape (Street Map, 2020. 1:5000). 
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Figure 2. The red dashed outline indicates the approximate site boundary (Google Maps, 2020). Please 
note the area of impact relevant to this application refers to external alterations on the dwelling only.	
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1.3 Brief Description of the Proposals 
In summary, the proposed works at this site include minor external alterations such as the 
replacement of windows to the south and north and the addition of a dormer on the southern 
roof slope (Fig 3). It is understood that works are restricted to built-footprint and hard 
standing. 
 
Figure 3. Proposed refurbishment works at 25 Anglesey Arms Road. Original drawing courtesy of Axis 
Architecture Ltd.	
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2.0 RELEVANT LEGISLATION & POLICY 

2.1 Legislation & Policy Context 

2.1.1 Relevant Legislation 

The Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) is the primary piece of legislation by which 
biodiversity in the UK is protected. The most relevant areas of the Act to development related 
activities are: 

• The protection of certain species listed in Schedule 5, which prohibits killing, injury, 
disturbance, damage and / or destruction of breeding sites and / or resting places and 
sale (it should be noted that all parts of this protection do not apply to all Scheduled 
species). 
 

The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2018), this transposes the EU Habitats 
Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) into UK domestic law. It provides protection for sites 
and species deemed to be of conservation importance across Europe. It is an offence to 
deliberately capture, kill or injure species listed in Schedule 2 or to damage or destroy their 
breeding sites or shelter. It is also illegal to deliberately disturb these species in such a way 
that is likely to significantly impact on the local distribution or abundance or affect their ability 
to survive, breed and rear or nurture their young. 
 
The Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 requires that public bodies 
to have regard to the conservation of biodiversity. This means that Planning Authorities must 
consider biodiversity when planning or undertaking activities. Section 41 of the Act lists 
species found in England which were identified as requiring action under the UK Biodiversity 
Action Plan and which continue to be regarded as conservation priorities under the UK Post- 

2010 Biodiversity Framework.  

2.1.2 National Planning Policy  

Government policy with respect to the protection of biodiversity is laid out in the National 
Planning Policy (NPPF) (Department for Communities and Local Government 2019). This 
places an onus on development to minimise impacts to biodiversity and where possible to 
provide net biodiversity gain. The NPPF provides guidance to Local Authorities in how to 
conserve and enhance biodiversity through local Planning Policies and when assessing 
Planning Applications. 
 

2.1.3 Local – Gosport Borough Council 

The site falls under the jurisdiction of Gosport Borough Council Local Plan 2011 – 2029 
(Adopted October 2015). Gosport has a diverse range of biodiversity and geological assets 
which include: internationally important Special Protection Areas (SPAs), Special Areas of 
Conservation (SACs) and Ramsar sites; nationally important Sites of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSIs); as well as locally important Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs). The 
Borough also has numerous locations which contain important habitats and species that are 
identified on the UK List of Priority Species and Habitats and the Hampshire Biodiversity Action 
Plan. Gosport is an important location for feeding and roosting Brent Geese and wading birds. 
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Under national, regional and local policy, these special and sensitive habitats will have 
continued protection. It will also be important to enhance biodiversity within the Borough. 
 
Objective 22 of ‘Creating a sustainable environment’ is to protect and enhance the Borough’s 
biodiversity including natural assets such as the coast and harbour. 
 
Policy LP44: Protecting species and other features of nature conservation importance states 
that planning permission will not be granted on a site that would have an adverse impact on 
a protected species or its habitat unless it can be clearly demonstrated that there is an 
overriding need for the development that outweighs the significance of the nature 
conservation feature. In such instances, the planning authority will impose conditions on the 
planning permission or require a planning obligation to: 
 

a) facilitate the survival of individual members of the species; 
b) reduce disturbance to a minimum; 
c) provide alternative habitats to sustain at least the current levels  of population of 

the species; 
d) take opportunities to enhance their habitat. 

 
Development proposals should ensure that habitats and species on the UK List of Priority 
Habitats and Species and included within Hampshire Biodiversity Action Plans are protected 
and populations strengthened. In addition planning permission will not be granted for 
development which would adversely affect, directly or indirectly, features of nature 
conservation importance unless it can be demonstrated that the justification for the 
development outweighs their importance for nature conservation or amenity value. 
Appropriate management of these features will be secured by the imposition of planning 
conditions and by entering management agreements with landowners where appropriate. 
Where such features are lost as part of a development proposal, the Borough Council will use 
conditions and/or planning obligations to ensure no net loss of biodiversity. 
 
Development proposals should be aiming to achieve a net gain in biodiversity. There are 
numerous sites which are likely to contain animal and plant species which are protected by 
law (as detailed above). All local authorities have a statutory obligation to conserve 
biodiversity under the Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006. The duty 
encourages local authorities to maximise opportunities for conserving and enhancing the 
natural environment. 
 
The presence of a protected species is a material consideration when determining a planning 
proposal, particularly if it is likely to result in harm to the species. Planning applications will 
therefore need to be supported by the relevant ecological surveys and studies if applicable. 
Where relevant the Borough Council will attach appropriate planning conditions or require 
planning obligations in order to secure the protection of the particular species and take 
opportunities to enhance their habitat. 
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3.0 METHODS  

3.1 Emergence Surveys  
The bat survey on the 25 Anglesey Arms Road property was led by Aaron Domblides (operating 
under class level 2 bat licence of Adam Jessop number 2015-13366-CLS-CLS) with assistance 
from Gareth Ainscough (with the approximate locations of the surveyors indicated in Fig 2). 
Both heterodyne (Bat Box Duet, Peterson D230 and Elkon Batscanner) and time expansion 
(Anabat Express, Elekon Batlogger) detectors were used for identifying species calls / analysis 
of calls via sonogram (where required). The dusk emergence survey began approximately 15 
minutes prior to sunset and continued until approximately and hour and 25 minutes after with 
a dawn survey commencing 1 hr 45 minutes before sunrise and continuing until 10 minutes 
past sunrise. Survey sheets were used to record the following information: 
 

• Time of call registration 
• Species (if possible to identify using heterodyne detector) 
• Location / activity 
• Direction of flight (if seen) 

 
Figure 2. Approximate locations of the surveyors (red circles) located around property during the dusk 
emergence bat survey (Google Maps 2021) 
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3.2 Limitations  
There were not considered to be any significant limitations to the survey, with it undertaken  
during the accepted survey season (Collins (ed) 2016), during suitable weather conditions and 
with all access points covered. 
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4.0 RESULTS 

4.1 Emergence / Re-entry Surveys  
	
The results of the bat emergence survey along with other relevant information of survey 
conditions are provided in Tables 1 and 2 below.   
	
Table 1. Relevant information on survey conditions recorded.  

 
Table 2. Results from dusk emergence survey on the 25 Anglesey Arms Road, Avlerstoke dwelling. HNS 
= Heard Not Seen and the results of the surveys are shown in Fig 3.  

Survey 
Date 

Recorded Bat 
Roost(s)? 

Bat Activity on Site 

8th May 
2021 

(dusk) 
No emergences 

Species First Pass Last Pass 

Common Pipistrelle 21:14 21:26 

Summary: 

Activity during this survey was considered to be generally low with 
individual Common Pipistrelle foraging and commuting within / 
adjacent to the site. Species diversity was also low with just a single 
species recorded. 

The only species recorded was Common Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus 

pipistrellus) which was first recorded at 21:14 briefly foraging to the 
rear of the property. The only other recording was of a Common 
Pipistrelle which was heard but not seen at 21:26.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	

Date 
Start 
Temp 
(°C) 

 
End 

Temp 
(°C) 

Cloud 
Cover 

(%) 

Wind 
(beaufort 

scale) 

 
 

Start 
Time 

 

Finish 
Time 

Additional 
Information 

08/05/2021 16 13 90 3 20:22 21:59 Dry 
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5.0 EVALUATION, IMPACTS & RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Summary & Evaluation of Results  

5.1.1 Foraging and commuting  

Overall, the levels of foraging and commuting bats recorded on site during the surveys was 
low and comprised of common species only (Common Pipistrelle). Given the size and nature 
of the development, and the surrounding urbanized habitat, it is considered there will only be 
minor adverse impact at the Local Scale for foraging and commuting bats. 

5.1.2 Roosting  

Based on the results of the PEA and follow up emergence surveys, the buildings on site are 
not considered to be used by roosting bats and no further survey work in regards to roosting 
bats within buildings is considered necessary.  

5.1.3 Mitigation / enhancements  

No further works or mitigation are considered necessary with the enhancements outlined in 
the PEA are considered sufficient to ensure the ongoing suitability of the site for commuting 
bats as well as providing new roosting opportunities for bats. 
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