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Remit
To carty out an aenal nspedg
“5177, m Rectory Wood, CIHf
follows stormn damage and branch lc::-ss i Oeotober 2020,

rispected and tagged
5 and branch wmons. Ths

MMethod

The tree was climbed to aheight of apprommately 12 metres using conventional, approved
roped tree chimbing  techrigues. Climbing  abowve this height was not considered safe without
the additional secunty of foot spikes as the next avalable branch umons for anchor points
were seen to be wind-damaged and on the edge of the wable wood The 12m vantage point
afforded amuch mproved wiew of the distal crown parts. Chimbing spikees are a destructive
method, and were therefore not deemed suitable

Notes Captured During Climb
Weather condiions: fine and diy.

What three words location: ewdence numeral ticking

Dead hanging branch on MNotthetly limb at 10 height, which is tself’ almost entirely dead
Limb should etther be reduced or removed, as the ive woodis a strip of bark 100mm wide on
alimb of approx 450mm diameter.

Heartwood exposed appears dead, stable with no wisible signs of active decay, but 1
progressively  drying and shrinking Cracks in the dead wood were probed to a mastmum  of
Tomm depth.



Epicormic growth on the promimal (lower) parts of the tree may indicate adaptive growth, but
can also mdicate stress.

At Bm height tapping of bve section of wood on southern side below old branch break wound
produced hollow sound

Decay pocket ih main fork on South side at 10m height 150mm = 120mm probed to 200mm
depth. Facing upwards and full of wet rotten matter. Side walls of decay cavity probed and
were shghtly soft

Lightning  strike damage extends to the full height of the tree and has resulted i complete
batk loss of 25% to 20% of the bark as a stnp of exposed dead wood with adaptive growth
along each edge. The dead wood has shrunk away from the live adaptive growth in a number
of places up the tree.

Limb at 15m height has lost a branch on the southern side resulting in an extensive break-out
wound that extends back to the man stem.

Ahove this there are signs of numerous small branch breaks (<100mm diameter) and some
significant  dead branches. Summer leaf growth shows this part of the tree to be wigorous.
Descending:

Decay cawity at lknot hole (5m height on Southern side) 40mm x 40mm x 200min deep. Sides
stable.

At 2o hegght sigrficant  separation of ive wood adaptive growth away from dead wood
creating cavity 230mm deep.

Conclusion

The wigorous distal growth and apparent health of the tree creates a problem for thiz tree due
to the hghtng  damage which has killed a significant  strip of batrk along the whole tree
height There are some small areas of active decay in the dead heartwood, and the separation
of the dead mner heart from the lve woodis worrying, as ulbmately  and mewitably  this will
happen throughout the tree With the missing strip of ive wood the cross section of the tree 1=
a“C" as opposed to the 07 cross section of a hollow tree, causing a sigmficant weakness to
the structure.

Az the tree contitwes to grow and add incremental wcreases i weight, the adaptive growth
will struggle to keep up with the requirements for support, particularly  as the tree as a whole
has a significant  lean to the south

The tree will be vulnerable to further damage when fully m leaf, as last year's early Autumn
stortn showed. The steady deterioration of the heartwood could eventually result in
catastrophic fadure.

Recommendation

Thiz tree is a significant  landscape and ecological feature and important locally. Its retention
in whatever form 15 deswable. Domng nothing could result in catastrophic falure by ductile
fracture in the main stem, or significant  branch loss from the distal crown with the potential
for thard party damage.
Options for mitigation  are as follows:

- A significant  crown reduction to “wveteramse” the tree by reduction to 12 height

- 20% Crown reduction and crown clean of small dead wood (=100mm diameter).
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