

David Wall Architects

PLANNING/ DESIGN STATEMENT FOR A PROPOSAL TO 
EXTEND AREA OF DOMESTIC CURTILAGE at
Hillcrest, Wolverhampton Road, Island Pool, Cookley, Kidderminster DY10 3RX

BACKGROUND
The applicants are new occupiers and joint owners of the house and land known as Hillcrest.

The site has been the subject of a recent Planning Permission to demolish a derelict house and replace it with a new house.

The area surrounding the new house is extensive and mainly laid out as lawned garden and open grassland with the house and an outbuilding located approximately centrally in the site.

The domestic curtilage boundary at the rear of the house is quite close to the house and is fenced with a simple post and rail type fence to separate it from sloping grassland area beyond, previously used as paddock area for horses.

At the NE end of the new house the domestic curtilage boundary steps inwards, again quite tightly to the new house. There are no site features which would inform a logical boundary here, no trees no hedges, no change of surfacing or the like, so the line of the boundary appears rather arbitrarily defined, contrived and awkward.
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PROPOSAL
We request that the domestic curtilage area be modified by straightening the staggered fence line. This would increase the domestic curtilage area by approx 99m2. 

The increase in area by would have no significant effect on openness of the green belt and would improve the setting of the building in the landscape by smoothing out an unnecessarily crooked fence line. 

The new fence line would support a new hawthorn hedge planted on the garden side so as to eventually mask the fence. 
This new hedgeline would significantly improve the landscape setting of the building which presently is exposed on all sides and appears rather isolated in an open field context.
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