








































 

 

 
Tom Quigg       Our ref EAn/2020/199514 
Flume Consulting Engineers 
tom@flumeconsultants.com      Date  15 January 2021 
      
         
  
      
 
Dear Tom 
 
Enquiry regarding Product 4 for 80 Norman Way St. Osyth, Point Clear Clacton-on-Sea 
CO16 8LX. 
 
Thank you for your enquiry which was received on  28th December 2020. 
 
We respond to requests under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental 
Information Regulations 2004.  
 
Please note that we have recently changed our process for responding to modelled data 
requests, please read the information within this letter for further details. 
 
Your request for a Product 4 falls under the exemption in provision 6(1)(a) and (b) of the 
Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR) which states that 
 

‘……6.—(1) Where an applicant requests that the information be made available in a 
particular form or format, a public authority shall make it so available, unless—  

(a) it is reasonable for it to make the information available in another form or format; or 

(b) the information is already publicly available and easily accessible to the applicant in 
another form or format………………’ 

On this occasion we are not providing the information in the Product 4 format for the 
following reasons: 
 

• Complying with the preference would incur a significant cost, which the public 
authority [The Environment Agency] cannot pass on to the requester; 

• Providing shapefiles used to create a Product 4 allows us to make the information 
available at a lower cost; and 

• The impact on the available resources of the public authority [The Environment 
Agency], of supplying shapefiles used to create a Product 4, is therefore much less. 

 
About the Model used 
Model: Colne and Blackwater 
Date: 2018 
Consultant: JBA 
 
Please find below the link containing the associated shapefiles. 

https://ea.sharefile.com/d-s862a20b3e76242de9fba94f684a3e6b0  
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We are licensing the supplied data to you under the Environment Agency Conditional 
Licence. You must first check this supporting information, to determine if the conditions of 
use are suitable for your purposes. If the conditions for use are not suitable for your 
purposes, this information is not provided with a licence for use, and the data is provided for 
the right to read only. 
 

Product 4 data is derived from the shapefiles supplied above and the following open data 
sources;  
 
Flood Zone 3 https://data.gov.uk/dataset/flood-map-for-planning-rivers-and-sea-flood-zone-3  
Flood Zone 2 https://data.gov.uk/dataset/flood-map-for-planning-rivers-and-sea-flood-zone-2  
Historic Flood Map https://data.gov.uk/dataset/historic-flood-map1   
 
Please note, that the Flood Map for Planning is available to view and export maps for your 
site at: https://flood-map-for-planning.service.gov.uk/   
 
Please note that our historic flood event maps may not be comprehensive. We would 
therefore advise that you make further enquiries locally with specific reference to flooding at 
your location. You should consider contacting the relevant Local Planning Authority and/or 
water/sewerage undertaker for the area. 
 
Please be aware that flooding can come from different sources. Examples of these are:  
- from rivers or the sea 
- surface water (i.e. rainwater flowing over or accumulating on the ground before it is able 

to enter rivers or the drainage system) 
- overflowing or backing up of sewer or drainage systems which have been overwhelmed 
- groundwater rising up from underground aquifers 

 

Currently the Environment Agency can only supply flood risk data relating to the chance of 
flooding from rivers or the sea.  

Areas Benefiting from Flood Defences  
Areas benefiting from flood defences are defined as those areas which benefit from formal 
flood defences specifically in the event of flooding from rivers with a 1% (1 in 100) chance in 
any given year, or flooding from the sea with a 0.5% (1 in 200) chance in any given year.  
 
If the defences were not there, these areas would be flooded. An area of land may benefit 
from the presence of a flood defence even if the defence has overtopped, if the presence of 
the defence means that the flood water does not extend as far as it would if the defence 
were not there.  
 

Flood Risk Assessment Checklist 
If you are planning on using this data within a Flood Risk Assessment, we recommend that 
you take the time to fill in the attached FRA checklist, and to read the attachments which 
contain information relevant to the area that interests you. 
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We would like to stress the importance of filling in the Flood Risk Assessment check list, and 
providing up-to-date and correct data. The data will be checked against our records when we 
review the Flood Risk Assessment in our role as statutory consultee. 
 

It is important that you provide a map in section 2 of the FRA checklist (See Appendix A), 
including the highest and most representative flood levels for your site. We recommend 
using a number of nodes that provide a fair representation of the modelled data across your 
site.  For example, if it is a small extension (< 250 square metres) then approximately 5-10 
nodes would be sufficient. For larger sites, approximately 10 to 20 nodes would be 
appropriate.   
 
Please contact our Sustainable Places team at planning.ipswich@environment-
agency.gov.uk if you have any further enquiries regarding the planning process and Flood 
Risk Assessments.  
 
If you have any further queries regarding how to use the above data please contact 
the Partnership and Strategic Overview (PSO) team directly at: 
PSOENS@environment-agency.gov.uk. 
 
If you have a new enquiry or would like us to review the information we have provided under 
the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations 2004 
please contact us within two months by email at Enquiries_EastAnglia@environment-
agency.gov.uk 
 

Kind Regards 

Grace Cooke 
Flood & Coastal Risk Management Officer 
 
PSO Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk 
East Anglia Area 
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