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Tree Protection Barriers and Ground Protection The majority of tree roots, in most conditions, will be found in the top 600mm of soil. Even very small
fibrous roots perform a vital role in sugtaining the health and vigour of trees. Most healthy trees will .
Note: The style of tree protection barriers illustrated here is modified from tolerate some Io§s or damage to their smaller roots_ and have_ the abl_llty to generate new roqts, on Development Sltes according to retention category as
that recommended in BS5837:2012 (Figure 2) and is only appropriate in however, excessive damage or the removal of a hospitable growing medium, can cause tree decline defined in BS5837 Table 1
situations where there is very low risk to retained trees such as extensions and death. Irreversible and perhaps fatal harm can be caused to trees through damage to their roots :
or alterations to domestic/residential properties. by the following: B
. . . ) . . - "\ Notional Root protection area, derived
e Soil compaction, even repeated pedestrian traffic on some soils can damage soil structure The use of appropriate protection / \ from guidance within BS5837, where
e Exposure to air / drying measures including properly l\ ," RPAs have been modified, original
e Severance positioned fencing can “~--" RPAs are shown dashed grey
e Crushing or tearing by mechanical diggers prevent damage to trees
M Contact with toxic materials such as cement and diesel
CONSTRUCTION WORKING AREA / ACCESS ) Footprint of proposed buildings
EXCLUSION g E General Tree Protection Measures P brop 9
ZONE Damage to branches must be
Do not raise or lower soil levels or strip topsoil around trees - even temporarily. ta‘;o'ci?d' Tonwoundsspeed — NU/NY N AV, | amaaa Position of vertical protective barriers
e Avoid disturbing the natural water table level. infection
‘Heras’ style weldmesh panels * Do notlight fires near trees. _ NN Areas where ground protection will be
¢ securely attached to scaffold Ground boards such as Live ‘EuroMat’ or ‘TuffTrak’ e Do not attach notice boards, telephone cables or other services to any part of a tree. NN\ required
i i i (dependent upon loading), held together fixed with e No construction materials should be stored within root protection areas. Toxins such as diesel, The driving or parking of
é E poles driven firmly into ground p p 9) g . SO . : . .
and braced with supporting connection plates. Where access is for pedestrian petrol or cement should be suitably stored to prevent such substances leaching into the soil. machinery and vehicles ——  Construction access route
scaffold poles or light machinery use only, scaffold boards or 18mm nears trees causes soil .
ply sheets may be used, these may need to be bolted compaction and risks oil Attachment of signs, fences,
together to add strength and to prevent movement. contamination cables and winches to a tree
causes direct damage and N Areas of particular care refer to
Fires should not be lit promotes decay otes Arboricultural Method Statement
near trees. Burning or
6 |[ heat from flames causes
dieback and disease
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- For pedestrian access hollows should
Existing be filled with top soil or woodchip. For
ground vehicular / heavy machinery use or if

prolonged access is required a 100-
150 mm bed of wood or bark chip
should be laid under ground boards

Geotextile membrane
such as Terram 1000
as a separating layer
The spilling of diesel oil,
chemicals and cement
close to rooting area

Lowering ground levels severs
causes root death

roots causing severe crown dieback
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RPA (indicative) © Harraway Trees. 2019.

Raising ground levels even for short Trenches dug within root The storage of materials
area sever roots, causing within rooting area causes

periods and by only a few centimetres ¢
can suffocate roots, causing severe instability and crown die- compaction and root
back suffocation

crown dieback

Arboricultural Information Exchange 2005
www.aie.org.uk
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// If the existing greenhouse is to be demolished N
Vs as part of the development, vertical protection N N
// barriers shall be installed in the position shown [ — N
/ | by the dark blue dashed line. The greenhouse - ~__ N
/ ! shall be demolished by hand. Following removal N
ground protection boards shall be laid as shown h
to improve access to the work area. BS 5837 T Cat isati
i ree Categorisation
dge/foliage ] \
Hedge/ / / \ (from BS5837: 2012, Table 1)
: T7 WMF Facilitation Tree Works ) -
ﬁ/ The canopy of tree T2 shall be pruned to provide a ground Category U: Those in such a condition
\ { h clearance of 4m above the access only. All works shall be ’ that they cannot realistically be retained
- SL 63.27 \ \ sl g34d | \ carried out in accordance with BS3998: 2010 ‘Tree work - | as living trees in the context of the current
‘ s . g Recommendations. \ f 1
\ \ / No other tree works shall be undertaken unless specifically \ land use for longer than 10 years
SHED \ . . . J approved by the local planning authority. \
\ i\éz?;ﬁigtzeezfoge;t&St:if;megst sha" be ~ N Category A: Trees of high quality with
9 9 parh. J | B R, vl e ‘ an estimated life expectancy of at least
lgmm_\_/ ‘ / / . construction access to this area. 40 years
— \ Category B: Trees of moderate quality
-~ : : No vehicles shall be parked ‘ with an estimated life expectancy of at
o S=o ~ ’ or materials stored on verge. least 20 years
SL 6291 T N —— N 585 /
DL =< P - Y € retgr | —ONETRUST N | Category C: Trees of low quality with an
_ T RN ~—_~- \ . \ | . .
AASL 63.17 AN A [ ~< \ EXCLUSION 5 ‘ estimated life expectancy of at least 10
= Great care shall be taken whilst excavating the foundations ‘ ' %L 64.33 years, or young trees with a stem
| to avoid disturbing the soils immediately adjacent to the north Vo psas [ SL 63.92 DRIVEWAY diameter below 150mm.
Lo elevz?tlon o Lz s — - L B MH \ ' ‘\‘\ Concret Existing driveway surface and path to rear garden are
¢ - o - 816334 )~ ““1 . 636Rwp \ | > / sufficiently robust to protect the RPAs of adjacent trees
.' —\ g /) e *\ RWP 1o soakaway \ - without any additional ground protection.
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