
Heritage statement – Abbot Cottage Ex14 4tq  

Planning application for summerhouse  

Abbot Cottage is the end property of a terrace of 3 buildings. Previously used to house workers for 

Abbot Manor.  

It has a thatched roof with timber windows, flint stone cobbles to the front estimated to have been 

built around 1860. To the side the wall is painted and to the rear there is a modern extension with 

render and modern timber windows. Building was listed in Jan 1989 – 1204794 

 

There is on street parking to the front of the building. To the rear there is a garden laid to lawn with 

a devon bank to the left (as viewed from the property) of 125mm height with a closed lap fence 

c1400mm on top. To the right there is a meandering boundary with lap fence 1400mm high.  

At the end of the garden (c24m) there is a greenhouse 2.4mx1.8mx2.4m and a garden shed 

2.4x2.2x2.4m both in poor state of repair, to the rear of the shed there is a storage area and compost 

bin. 

 

 

The proposed development is to replace the green house, storage area and shed with a log cabin style 

Summerhouse. The profile viewed from the listed building will be very similar to the existing 

structures in situ but of better quality and constructed with modern methods and materials. 

The wood will be sustainable sourced spruce, with double glazed units and bitumen shingles to 

emulate the roof tiles to the rear of the listed cottage. The timber will age over time and blend into 

the background. To expediate the process the summerhouse will initially be painted grey to reduce 

any visual impact. IN addition climbing plants eg honey suckle will be planted and trained up the 

structure to minimise any visual impact. 

The height of the revised structure will be 2365mm v the current 2400mm. The footprint will be larger 

and fill the current voids. The overall revised footprint will be c10% of the garden surface area. 



NB Replacement summerhouse will be painted grey including 

windows/doors 

The storage provided in the summerhouse has 2 sections. This will allow gardening equipment, paint, 

petrol and other flammable items to be stored away from the listed thatched building. The other 

storage will allow garden furniture to be stored allowing more space in the cottage and clearing the 

immediate area to the rear of the property currently used to store items.  

The summerhouse design has been chosen as it has limited windows to the side to respect the privacy 

of neighbouring properties. In addition trellis will be installed to screen the side view. The low pitch 

will minimise visual impact from the cottage. The covered area to the front will house the bbq again 

providing distance between potentially flammable sources and the thatched property. 

 

 

Properties in the immediate location with similar timber outbuildings include:- 

Thatchers (listed building) 5m distant 09/0272/ful.  

Marillian 17/2807/cpl   

Chantry (listed building) 13/2465 

 

 

 

 

 



Finally, the side gate allowing access to the rear garden has been replaced. The existing post attached 

to the wall of Abbots Cottage remains in situ. To match the replacement gate the lap fencing to the 

left has been over boarded. This application seeks to regularise the planning process whereby any 

work on existing fencing to a listed building requires approval. 

  


